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Purpose of the document and summary
The following document lines out the activities from GISC Offenbach during the time from March 2010 to February 2012. During this time GISC Offenbach successfully passed audit in September 2010, received CBS endorsement in November 2010 and designation from Congress XVI in June 2011. Since September 2011 GISC Offenbach is operational and together with GISC Beijing and GISC Tokyo started WIS operations in January 2012. In addition GISC Offenbach supported WIS activities with demonstrations: EC demonstration 2010, CBS demonstration 2010 and finally demonstration to Congress XVI in May 2011. Furthermore GISC Offenbach hosted a couple of capacity building workshops in its Area of Responsibility, provided WIS Jumpstart Offers, supported WIS Secretariat through expert secondment and setup together with other WIS Centres the WIS Sync testbed.
Timeline

The following list provides a timely order overview about GISC Offenbach’s activities:

· May 2010 – Start Preoperational Service of GISC Offenbach

· June 2010 – EC Demonstration together with CMA, INMET and JMA

· September 2010 – GISC Offenbach passes audit successfully

· September 2010 – Start WIS Sync testbed with CMA, INMET and JMA together

· November 2010 – CBS Demonstration together with CMA, JMA and Met.No

· May 2011 – Congress XVI Demonstration together with ACMAD, CMA, EUMETSAT, INMET, IRIMO, JMA, Météo France, Met.No and UK Met Office

· June 2011 – Congress XVI designates GISC Offenbach

· September 2011 - Start operations GISC Offenbach
· December 2011 – Start operational metadata exchange with CMA and JMA

· January 2012 – Start WIS operations together with CMA and JMA

Capacity building in its Area of Responsibility and WIS JumpStart Offers
GISC Offenbach is strongly committed to capacity building because WIS introduces a couple of new methods and concepts like Discovery, Access and Retrieval metadata or flexible subscription services. For this reason GISC Offenbach organized a number of workshops and participates on WIS JumpStart Offers. Please find below a list of this events: 

· September 2010 – WIS Jumpstart Offer, Turkish State Meteorological Service

· October 2010 – WIS Workshop with SMHI at DWD

· October 2010 – WIS Workshop with Czech Hydrometeorological Institute at DWD

· September 2011 – WIS Jumpstart Offer, South African Weather Service

· January 2012 – WIS Workshop with Meteo Swiss at Meteo Swiss

· February 2012 – WIS Workshop with Meteorological and Hydrological Serice Croatia at DWD

Furthermore GISC Offenbach supports WIS related projects like BALTRAD+ and GAWSIS. 
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