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Since the last meeting of ET WISC the WIS evolved from a set of draft documents and prototypical implementations of WIS Centres technology on to an endorsed set of documents and an operational system. The ET WISC and substructures of it made significant contributions to this progress.

The ET had worked the urgent need for a consultant to draft the “Manual on WIS” and the “Guide to WIS”. These draft documents were reviewed by the ET in Autumn 2010 and were later endorsed by the CBS 2010 and the Congress 2011. The Manual on WIS has now been published.
In Summer 2010 the members of the ET and other GISC-developers joined into an ad hoc working group (“wissync”) started a test-bed for metadata-exchange. This group and their test-bed became a major driver in the WIS-implementation. This test-bed had two effects for the advance of WIS since it was both the driver for the technical implementation of metadata-exchange and today is the kernel of the operational exchange and it also provided the WIS- showcase for the CBS 2010 and Congress 2011.

In 2010 and 2011 several GISC audited by members of ET GDDP and later-on endorsed by Congress 2011. Also a significant number of DCPCs were successfully audited and endorsed.

In the second half of 2011 the GISC of JMA, DWD and CMA stepped to next level of maturity: Operational status. Since the areas of responsibility of the operational GISCs do not cover the entire globe the need for a WIMMS was identified. The discussion in the ET WISC helped to set up the WIMMS in time for the official declaration of the operational status of WIS on January 31st, 2012. 
Role and user management has been established at GISCs and other WIS centres, but no standard has been agreed on for cross centre activity. A pilot
 initiated after the last ET-WISC meeting to provide some examples from members of authentication practices and user roles. This is an activity that still needs to be addressed.
Since WIS is now operational, centres need to consider registering their services in GEOSS. Presently, the presence of WIS information in GEOSS is via the SRU search interface at GISCs. GEOSS/WIS activities have been managed largely by secretariat so there needs to be guidance provided to centres on participation in GEOSS.
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