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Status report on the Manual on WIS and Guide to WIS
CBS review of the Manual on WIS and Guide to WIS.
1) As can be seen in ET-WIS 2012 documents 2.1 and 2.2 (Extracts from the Congress XVI and CBS-Ext.(10) respectively) the “Manual on the WMO Information System (WIS)” was reviewed by CBS Extraordinary Session in Namibia in November 2010. Also reviewed was a proposed amendment to WMO No. 49, Vol. I, Section A.3 on the GTS in order to be able to include the Manual on WIS as a formal part of the Technical Regulations of WMO.  Both documents were provided in all six UN languages in preparation for submission by CBS to Congress. CBS reviewed the first draft of the Guide to the WMO Information System (WIS) that was provided as an information paper in English and French.

2) The WMO No. 49, Vol. I, Section A.3 was passed unchanged and adopted as Recommendation 5 (CBS-Ext.(10)) – Amendments to the Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49), Volume I, Section A.3.
3) The Manual on WIS (WMO No 1060), was largely complete, although some sections, such as Appendix C “Approved WIS Centres” had only the titles as place holders for content that was to decided on at CBS based on the work of ET-GDDP. The conclusion of CBS on the content of Appendix C for GISCs and DCPCs was addressed under paragraph 4.3.42 of the report (WMO 1070) and was populated with four tables: Table 1 listed those GISCs that had passed the audit; Table 2 listed those DCPCs that had been endorsed; Table 3 was left empty in order to be populated by CBS management group to include those centres that had been endorsed by CBS after the session and prior to Congress; Table 4 listed those centres who had declared their interest in completing the demonstration process, such as those of the Russian Federation and the United States.  CBS agreed on this list and recorded it as Recommendation 4 (CBS-Ext.(10)) – Designation of centres of the WMO Information System.

4) CBS reviewed the Manual and agreed at this stage, that the Manual on WIS complement the Manual on GTS (WMONo.386).  It noted that eventually, the Manual on WIS should update and integrate the content of the current Manual on GTS and tasked OPAG-ISS to further develop the Manual on WIS in this respect. CBS approved the Manual on WIS and adopted Recommendation 6 (CBS-Ext.(10)) – The Manual on the WMO Information System (WMO-No. 1060).
5) CBS recorded its decisions on the proposed Manual on WIS, its list of DCPCs and GISCs, and the proposed amendment to WMO 49, Vol.1, Section A.3 as recommendations 6, 5 and 4 and asked the Secretariat to make the necessary arrangements for these to be presented to Congress.

6) As the Guide to WIS (WMO-No. 1061) was only in English and French, CBS was only able to treat it as information rather than something oh which they could make a decision. They noted the progress on the Guide to WIS and requested that this work continue to be developed. CBS emphasized the need for additional components including a “best practices for metadata management” and appropriate training material. It noted that due to the requirement for all Members to benefit from WIS, the Guide to WIS should be made available in all official languages. The completed product should be presented for review at the next CBS.
Congress review of The Manual on WIS
7) Following CBS the Secretariat worked with the president of CBS and its management group to have these recommendations from CBS presented to the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress in May and June 2011. Preparation included reviewing the results of the ET-GDDP work that took place after CBS Ext 2010 to update Table 3 of CBS’s recommendation 4 (Designation of Centres of the WMO Information System) and adjust Table 4 accordingly.
8) Congress reviewed the recommendations 4. 5 and 6 of CBS-Ext.(10) with much attention paid to the list of centres to be included in the Appendix C of the Manual on WIS. It’s findings are listed in the report on Cg XVI under paragraphs 3.1.2.18 to 3.1.2.20 and 11.4.1 to 11.4.22 and recorded in two resolutions. Firstly, Congress approved the Manual on WIS, then agreed on the list of centres. 
9) For the Manual and amendment to Tech Reg 49, Congress endorsed the draft amendments to the Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49), Volume I – General Meteorological Standards and Recommended Practices, Section A.3, and the draft of the Manual on the WMO Information System (WMO-No. 1060) as Annex VII to the Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49). This is recorded in Resolutions of Congress as a part of their approving the Report from CBS-Ext.(10) with the “adoption of Resolution 4 (Cg-XVI) – Report of the extraordinary session (2010) of the Commission for Basic Systems relevant to the Global Telecommunication System, data management and Technical Regulations related to the WMO Information System.” Congress also highlighted that it agreed that the Manual on WIS is to be a mandatory publication which means it will be available in all six languages and appropriately maintained.
10) The List of Centres was recorded in Resolution 51, (Para 11.4.3) and listed in the Annex to Resolution 51 (See page 13 of ET-WISC 2012 Doc 2.2). Congress accepted the recommendation by CBS on the designation of the initial set of WIS centres, although it did modify it somewhat from its discussions, and adopted Resolution 51 (Cg-XVI) –Designation of Centres of the WMO Information System. Congress requested that after the initial designation of WIS centres, further designation will be performed by EC through the review of the Manual on WIS. Thus, the approval of updates to the Manual on WIS will fall on Executive Council in non Congress years, normally as a part of their consideration of Technical Regulations in general or as their review of CBS reports. 

11) One aspect highlighted in Resolution 51 (Cg-XVI) is that that “any centre in Table 4 that has not demonstrated pre-operational compliance by the time of the sixty-fourth session of the Executive Council will have its conditional designation removed”. Based on communications to the secretariat, there are clearly two lines of thought on if this deadline should be extended. However, there is a very strong indication that there will be no extension, so that those centres implementing WIS at present, based on Resolutions 4 and 51 of Cg-XVI, who do not get endorsement from CBS before EC 64 will be removed from the Manual on WIS and have to be added through EC 65 review of the Manual.
The next steps
12) The secretariat has taken the CBS Ext.(10) version of Manual on WIS and output from Congress and edited them accordingly. It will be published electronically in all six UN languages. This published version of the Manual on WIS is now the official basis of the operation of WIS, alongside the Manual on GTS where needed. Background documents such as the WIS Technical Specifications, Functional Architecture and Project and Implementation Plan, will remain available as reference documents but there is no plan to update them at this time.

13) The current cycle for the Manual and Guide is that CBS-XV will review the 2012 version of the Manual for inclusion of any amendments from the expert team activities since CBS Ext.(10). It will present the proposed amendments to EC64 in 2013 for publication in 2014. CBS-XV will also review the Guide to WIS (to be made available in all six UN languages) for publication early  in 2013. The Guide does not need approval beyond CBS.
14) Feedback from the editors and translators is that the Manual and Guide could be improved by breaking up some of the paragraphs to individual concepts. This will reduce the long term cost of maintenance and make it easier to understand for those whose native language is not one of the UN languages. Also, they noted that following the editorial process of preparing the Manual for publication, the Guide needs to review its links back to the Manual. There is unlikely to be sufficient time in this first review process of the Manual to review the paragraph structures they identified, however, this advice should be taken into consideration when updating the Guide for CBS-XV.
15) The Manual may require some additional sections related to metadata standards and capture some of the decisions made by initial WIS implementers on standard GISC to GISC Metadata Synchronisation. The current round of expert teams will be reviewing any decisions that have been made and will be making recommendations for updates to the Manual and Guide accordingly. For example, IPET-MDI is to provide extensive contributions for the Guide on metadata management as requested by Cg-XVI, and may include an additional annex for the Manual on WIS. Such an annex will need to be addressed in the main part of the Manual. 
16) The main priority of the current round is to add in the metadata and agreed standard operating procedures, and to check the cross link references accordingly within the Manual. ET-WISC should focus on the GISC to GISC standards or even GISC to Centre standards, while IPET-MDI should be focussing on metadata standards and guidance material. All expert teams should be reviewing the various guidelines annexed to the Manual on GTS with an option of retiring them, updating them and adding them as annexes of the Manual on WIS or Guide to WIS.
Future cycles 
17) The next cycle that follows on from CBS-XV and EC-64 will be the review of the Manual and Guide. However, it is envisaged that Tech Reg 49 will start to be significantly reviewed as a part of the WIGOS implementation. 

18) Noting that WMO No. 49 is presented in four volumes:  
· Volume I – General meteorological standards and recommended practices;   
· Volume II – Meteorological service for international air navigation;   
· Volume III – Hydrology; and   
· Volume IV – Quality Management. 
Where Section A of Volume 1 covers the World Weather Watch programme and has three sub-sections:

· A.1 Global Observing System (GOS)

· A.2 Global Data Processing System (GDPS)

· A.3 Global Telecommunication System (GTS)

Thus, it is probable that the next round will have a more complex and cross-cutting scope than in the past incorporating GDPFS, GOS and the GTS.
19) Furthermore, it must be noted that WMO No. 49, Volume I contains a Section B, General Standards and Recommended Practices. This has subsections on Climatology, Global Atmospheric Watch (GAW), Meteorological bibliography and publications, Education and training, and Meteorological research. Also, WMO No. 49, Volume I, Section C is entitled Meteorological Services and contains subsections on Marine, Agriculture, Air Navigation, and Hydrology. All these areas potentially need to be reviewed as a part of the WIGOS implementation. In addition, there is the new priority area of the Global Framework on Climate Services (GFCS) which will also potentially impact on all these regulations.
20) Whether these new demands on the Tech Reg 49 will start to impact OPAG ISS expert teams in the next round or subsequent rounds will depend on the rate of WIGOS implementation and the impact of GFCS.

Action required

21) ET-WISC is requested to consider this document when reviewing the WIS Manual and Guide and to make appropriate recommendations to ICT-ISS and relevant expert teams.
Page 1

