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This document provides a status update on requests from GEO Secretariat related to GEO Task AR-06-11: radio Frequency Protection, and actions taken by AR-06-11 Task Leads since last meeting of SG-RFC in January 2011. GEO Task Leads for task AR-06-11 are Gilles Fournier (PoC, i.e. Point of Contact) and Philippe Tristan.  It must be noted that activities related to GEO AR-06-11 are practically entirely derived from the work of SG-RFC.
Task Sheet Updates
On Jan 17th, 2011, prior to the meeting of SG-RFC, G. Fournier (PoC) in consultation with P. Tristan provided an update to the Task Sheet AR-06-11.  The GEO Secretariat since requested updates on Task Sheet AR-06-11 on April 4th, 2011 then on August 30th, 2011.  After consultation with P. Tristan, a response to GEO Secretariat that AR-06-11 did not warrant changes was provided by G. Fournier at each occasion.  The current Task Sheet for task AR-06-11 is provided (see file AR-06-11.doc). The current 2009-2011 Work Plan and updated Task Sheets are available at http://www.grouponearthobservations.org/cdb/geoss_imp.php.
GEO Work Plan 2012-2015
On March 9th, 2011, the GEO Secretary invited the GEO community to review Version 0 of the GEO 2012-2015 Work Plan, under technical review until May 28th, 2011.  In parallel, the PoCs of ongoing 2009-2011 Work Plan (sub)Tasks were invited to a GEO Work Plan Symposium to take place in Geneva on May 4-6, 2011 to present 2-3 slides on recent progress.  

On April 12th, 2011, G. Fournier, as PoC for Task AR-06-11 submitted to GEO Secretariat the concerns associated with the treatment of Radio Frequency Protection in Version 0 of the 2012-2015 GEO Work Plan.  While GEO's effort to reduce the range of individual tasks covered by GEO into more substantial tasks was recognized as legitimate, the suppression of Task AR-06-11 and its dilution as an example of a deliverable under Task IN-02 - Earth Observing Systems was introducing a serious risk for Radio Frequency visibility.  Members of Task AR-06-11 were copied on G. Fournier’s response for feedback and France/EUMETNET as well as Australia forwarded supporting positions to the GEO Secretariat.

None of the AR-06-11 Task Leads could participate in the GEO Work Plan Symposium on 4-6 May and in lieu a presentation on the issue of visibility for Radio Frequency was developed and presented by Barbara Ryen on behalf of the AR-06-11 Task Team (see attached file AR-06-11 Presentation GEO Symposium (May 2011).ppt).   Barbara reported that discussion during both the Architecture and Data Breakout Group and during the Plenary highlighted not only the importance of radio frequency coordination and advocacy, but also the role that GEO can play in increasing the visibility of these issues, and that Alan Edwards from the European Commission was especially vocal in insisting that Radio Frequency be given more visibility in the new GEO Work Plan.  Summaries of outcomes of the Workshop are available online at ftp://ftp.earthobservations.org/TEMP/2011_WorkPlanSymposium/
Then Version 1 of the GEO 2012-2015 Work Plan was delivered on June 26th, 2011, in which Radio Frequency Protection is now found as a sub-Task, with its own leads, under Task IN-01 – Earth Observing Systems (see files GEO_2012-2015 Work Plan_Version 1.pdf and Letter_GEO12-15 WP Official Review.pdf).

It will be critically important for AR-06-11 Task Team, and in particular for SG-RFC, to continue to closely monitor the evolution of GEO 2012-2015 Work Plan and timely react to positions leading to diluting the message that Radio Frequency Protection is critically important and an overarching activity in relation to Earth Observing Systems.

Report RS 2178 (Essential role of Earth Observations)
On January 17th, 2011, G. Fournier forwarded the final version of the ITU-R Report RS.2178 on "The essential role and global importance of radio spectrum use for Earth observations and for related applications" and, as PoC for Task AR-06-11, requested wide distribution of this important report to the entire GEO contact list.
GEO Questionnaire Use of Ontology and Taxonomy
On April 8th, 2011, all GEO Task Leads received a request from the GEO Ontology Project Team to fill a questionnaire with the aim to identify the use of specialized dictionaries/glossaries for keyword description of datasets to contribute to the development of ontology suited for GEO activities.  After consultation with P. Tristan, G. Fournier (PoC for AR-06-11) responded that, while there were many specialized terms in the field of RF Protection, they could not be used to serve the purpose GEO was looking after, i.e. to form part of a vocabulary to streamline search for concept-browse through GEOSS.
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