2.1.2.50
Creation of initial 'baseline' metadata records from WMO No. 9 


Météo-France had developed a software package for the conversion of WMO No. 9 Volume C1 into ISO 19115 compliant metadata records. The procedure creates a DAR metadata record compliant with version 1.1 of the WMO Core Profile for every bulletin found in Volume C1. Information is extracted from the bulletin definition and enriched with additional sources of information, including WMO documents and references – WMO No. 9 Volume A, WMO No. 306 Manual on Codes, WMO No. 386 Manual on the GTS -.Rules are created to interpret and mine information from Volume C1 free-format fields. They reflect recurring syntaxes found in Volume C1. These rules are provided in annex 1 to IPET-MDI-I/Doc. 2.1.2(3). The meeting stressed the need for Members to follow these rules to ensure the best metadata records are created. The recommendations of the IPET-MDI-I as regards the implementation of the WMO core profile will be introduced by Météo-France in a new version of the software package provided they do not necessitate long developments.

2.1.2.51
Procedure for generation and validation of baseline metadata records

Météo-France proposed the following procedure for the generation and validation of the catalogue of metadata  records for the bulletins of Volume C1:

· With the assistance of the Secretariat, Météo-France will implement the pre-validation procedure defined in paragraph 4 of IPET-MDI-I/Doc. 2.1.2(3);

· Météo-France will generate the metadata records for every WMO Member, and make them available to Members. The WMO Secretariat will inform Members of the availability of GTS metadata records and validation procedure;

· Members will review the records and edit all necessary changes. If necessary, Météo-France will possibly provide guidance during this process,

· Once editing is complete, Members will provide their final set of GTS metadata records to Météo-France, for insertion in the reference set,

· Météo-France will provide the complete final set of GTS metadata to WMO.

2.1.2.52
Support for non-expert metadata authors / validators

The meeting stressed the need for a sophisticated stylesheet that provides guidance & in-line editing capabilities to support validation of baseline metadata developed by Meteo France (see above paragraph 2.1.2.28).

The maintenance of the DAR catalogues will require that the WMO Members provide the information on additional data in the DAR catalogue and this will duplicate the information provided to the Secretariat, with possible differences in the information.  Therefore, the creation of a DAR metadata catalogue including information on additional data would lead to the parallel maintenance of the two lists, each with the potential to appear as redundant and sources of confusion.
Recommendation 49: Arrangements between GISCs, MTN centres and the Secretariat, including a time schedule for action, should be developed:
(a)
To implement the pre-validation procedure proposed by Météo-France and leading to a complete final set of GTS metadata:

(b) To ensure that the updates to Volume C1 issued after the production of the complete final catalogue of GTS metadata records by Météo-France be included in the catalogue of metadata records, until Volume C1 be replaced by the DAR catalogue. 


The meeting recommended that procedures for maintaining Volume C1 the declaration of additional data be reconsidered and agreed to submit this issue to the next ICT-ISS. ET-OI should be involved in the development of these arrangements.


[Action MDI-1-xxiv: Guofu + Eiji, Ashok, Siegfried / Jürgen & Jean Pierre - to establish & lead a sub-group to assist the WMO Secretariat [Pierre] specify how the transition from Volume C1 to the WIS DAR catalogue will be achieved. Of particular interest will be the recommendation of operational practices whilst Volume C1 is being maintained in parallel with the new DAR catalogue while the WIS infrastructure matures
