Report on Migration to Table-driven Code Forms in RA VI 

Submitted by Eva Červená (Czech Republic) 
                                                              Prague, 15 September 2010

1. Task Team on Regional Migration to TDCF
The Second Meeting of the RA VI Management Group (Geneva, 17-18 February 2010) endorsed the establishment of a Task Team on Regional Migration to TDCF (TT-MTDCF) under the Technology Development and Implementation Working Group.

Terms of Reference:
(1) To keep updated the Regional Plan for the migration to TDCF,

(2) To advise Members of the Region on all aspects related to the migration strategy,

(3) To actively collaborate with the Focal Points for code and data representation matters designated by Members, 

(4) To guide Members in the use of encoder-decoder software,

(5) To actively support training activities on TDCF in the Region,

(6) To liaise with the CBS OPAG-ISS/IPET-DRC.

TT-MTDCF Members:
Chair:             Eva Cervena, Czech Republic, cervena@chmi.cz
Members:      Sibylle Krebber, Germany, Sibylle.Krebber@dwd.de
                      Milan Dragosavac, ECMWF, Milan.Dragosavac@ecmwf.int
                      Cetin Karahan, Turkey, ckarahan@meteoroloji.gov.tr
The RA VI Management Group suggested completing the list by a candidate from the Russian Federation. 

2. Activities of the RA VI Rapporteur/Chair of TT-MTDCF 

The RA VI Rapporteur (Chair of TT-MTDCF) closely followed the migration process in RA VI and responded to questions and requirements expressed by RA VI countries, provided sets of BUFR samples with corresponding TAC data and tested BUFR messages from NMHSs. This was done as required by the Work Plan for RA VI Working Group on Planning and Implementation of the WWW (WG on PIW), currently by the Terms of Reference of TT-MTDCF.  

3. Information on issues related to Migration to TDCF 
RA VI members were kept well informed on issues related to Migration to TDCF that had been on the agenda of the Fourteenth Session of the CBS and of the First meeting of the Inter-Programme Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes in September 2009, in particular:

· New BUFR templates for reporting synoptic data (TM 307096 and TM 307079 for operational use as from 4 November 2009). 

· Modification of radiation descriptors data introduced in Version 14 of WMO FM 94 BUFR Tables.

· Free encoder/decoder BUFR software (some members had developed and made available free encoder/decoder BUFR software, in particular ECMWF, Brazil, Canada and Italy). 
· Migration of aviation OPMET data. 
· Step-by-step migration by zones (based on the ability of RTHs and MTNs to facilitate conversion of the forms of data representation TDCF <=> TAC). 
· Additions to B/C Regulations (Regulations for reporting traditional observation data in TDCF). 
4. High resolution sounding data
According to information from Dr. Jochen Dibbern, the Chair of RA VI WG on Technology Development and Implementation, the EUCOS-Science Advisory Team recommended the use of template TM 309052 for producing of sounding data with 2 second high resolution (10 second resolution for vertical soundings from ships).

RA VI members were invited to use TM 309052 for representation and distribution of sounding data with the recommended resolution of 2 seconds, if feasible. They were also informed on the proposal for Amendments to B/C 25 Regulations, containing instruction for reporting high resolution sounding data, included in IPET-DRC-II/ Doc.3.4(1). 

5. Training on BUFR and Migration to TDCF 

Turkish State Meteorological Service (TSMS) organized in cooperation with WMO a Training Course on “Meteorological Telecommunication and TURK-METCAP” in the WMO RTC-Turkey facilities in Alanya from 6 to 10 October 2008, for which the RA VI Rapporteur had been invited as a lecturer on BUFR and Migration to TDCF. This course will be repeated for different participants, including experts from RA VI, from 22 to 30 September 2010. Lectures on General philosophy of TDCF, BUFR Code Form, GTS aspects of Migration, BUFR Templates and Regulations and ECMWF verification service will be given by the Chair of TT-MTDCF.     

6. Current status of Migration to TDCF in RA VI  
Current status of the migration to TDCF in RA VI as of 15 September 2010 is available in the attached Excel spreadsheet. There are already 19 countries/territories of RA VI producing at least one type of Category 1 data in BUFR (Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark and Faroe Islands, France, Germany, Greece, Greenland, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Netherlands, Norway, Serbia, Sweden, Switzerland, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland); the underlined countries are producing all types of Category 1 data in BUFR. Moreover, some of the BUFR samples, received for testing e.g. from Ireland or Romania, are practically ready to be distributed over the GTS. 
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