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	Summary and the Purpose of the Document

The document provides information on development related to radio-frequency management and coordination and SG-RFC activities.



Action proposed:  The meeting is invited to note and comment on radio-frequency coordination activites
Radio-Frequency Coordination
World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-2012)
1. The agenda of the forthcoming World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-2012, Geneva, 23 January – 17 February 2012) considers several issues of prime interest for meteorology and related environmental activities, including protection of spaceborne passive sensing, lightning detection and METSAT as well as other issues that could represent potential threats on WMO-related systems operating in various bands.
2. The relevant positions of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) have been developed within SG-RFC (2008 and 2009) and released to the International Telecommunication Union as well regional preparatory forum to ensure that meteorological positions and interests are duly taken into account. (see http…..).

3. The support from national radio administrations (NRA) on these positions is essential for ensuring the availability and protection of suitable radio-frequency allocation for weather, climate and water activities. To these respect, these WMO positions were also circulated to members (see http ….), urging them to approach their NRA to emphasize the importance of suitable radio-frequency bands for meteorology, to ensure their awareness of WMO’s positions and to seek the early support of their country in the WRC-12 preparatory process and at the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference.

4. WMO is entitled to participate to ITU-R meetings, with observer status, and actively contribute to its work, in the relevant Study Groups or Working parties, at the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM-11) or at the WRC-12. In 2009 and 2010, WMO was therefore represented by SG-RFC Chairman within number of ITU-R meetings (WP 7B/7C, WP 5A/5B/5C, WP 1A/1B or WP 4C) to contribute to the WRC-12 preparation process, allowing for current satisfactory preliminary outcomes.
5. This effort will have to be maintained in 2011, in particular at the CPM-11 meeting (14-25 February) that will finalise for each agenda item the various options to be considered by Administrations or Regional organisations for their proposals to WRC-12. To this respect, SG-RFC will have to prepare a revision of WMO positions considering these various options in view of specific contributions to the CPM-11 and WRC-12.
Recent SG-RFC activites
6. The SG-RFC 2009 meeting was held 14-15 September at WMO premises.  The agenda was dedicated to revising the “Preliminary WMO position on WRC-12 agenda” as well as finalising the preparation of the first joint ITU-WMO seminar on "Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology: Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction" organized 16-18 September 2009.
7. The organization of this Seminar build upon the shared recognition by ITU and WMO of the crucial importance of radio-frequency spectrum and radio-based remote sensing systems and applications for meteorological and environmental observations for climate monitoring, disaster risk reduction, adaptation and mitigation of negative effects of climate change.
8. The Seminar shared information on WMO’s Integrated Global Observing System and ITU’s role in using information and communication technologies (ICT) to help combat and monitor climate change. Discussions focused on the effective use of radio spectrum, space orbits and radio-based meteorological tools and systems for monitoring the environment and thus predicting and detecting natural disasters, and mitigating their effects. The quality of meteorological measurements was also on the agenda, as well as the activities of national and international organizations in this field. The detailed agenda and presentations of this seminar can be found on http… and its conclusions on http …..  In particular, the Seminar concluded to organize similar ITU/WMO Seminars on a regular basis, in particular before WRCs:
9. More recently, in June 2010, SG-RFC chairman coordinated a WMO letter in response to a US Federal Communication Commission (FCC) public enquiry requesting information on the use of the 1675-1710 MHz band for Meteorological satellites and Radiosondes in view of a potential allocation of this band to Broadband Mobile Telecommunications. This letter (see http …..) was highlighting the importance of this frequency band for the whole meteorological community and the fact that it cannot be put at any risk. In view of this importance, this letter was signed by WMO SG and urged the FCC and other bodies in charge of frequency management in the US to withdraw the 1675-1710 MHz frequency band from any plan for Mobile Broadband telecommunications, in particular to avoid any regional or global propagation of such a decision. This issue is still on-going and will have to be surveyed by SG-RFC.
Radio-frequency matters at Executive Council (June 2010)
10. Following an initiative from Météo France, the radio-frequency matters and SG-RFC issues were on the WMO Executive Council (June 2010) that in particular :
a. stressed the importance of continued coordination of the WMO activities at the regional and international level for the defence of the radio frequency bands essential for the implementation of the WMO Programmes and meteorological activities
b. requested the Secretary-General to give a high-level of priority to this subject and to enhance the Secretariat support to the coordination of these activities, in particular by continuing to support the activities of the CBS Steering Group on Radio Frequency Coordination
c. encouraged the Secretary-General to consider methods to improve the level of visibility of radio frequency issues and to better inform external stakeholders on the importance of radio frequency for the meteorological community, in particular at the ITU level
d. noted with appreciation the high level of priority given to this subject by EUMETNET, in particular through its establishment of a EUMETFREQ programme to coordinate the activities of its Members for the protection of the radio frequencies.
e. expressed its concern at the emerging threats to 1.675 to 1.710 GHz bands allocated on a co-primary basis for Meteorological Aids Services and the Meteorological Satellite Service (space to earth). This band is used, for example, for the Direct Broadcast Services from satellites world-wide. It requested the Secretary-General to address this issue with urgency (see also item 9 above). 
Future SG-RFC activites
11. The 2010 SG-RFC meeting initially scheduled 19-21 July in Melbourne (Australia) was cancelled and postponed to 2011. The next SG-RFC meeting will therefore be held 18-20 January 2011 at WMO premises focusing but not limited to revising WMO position on WRC-12 agenda and preparing relevant WMO contributions in time for the ITU-R CPM-11 meeting. It should also be stressed that due to the specific ITU-R agenda and in particular WRC-12 conference (23 January – 17 February 2012), a second SG-RFC meeting will have to be organised before end 2011 in order to prepare final positions and possible WMO proposals.
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