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1 INTRODUCTION
The African Telecommunications Union (ATU) in collaboration with the Communications Authority of Kenya (CA) with the support of the Government of Kenya organized the 4th and final African preparatory meeting in Nairobi - KENYA from 20 to 23 July 2015 to prepare for World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-15), which will be held in Geneva, Switzerland from 2 to 27 November 2015.
The objective of the meeting was to:

1. Develop African common positions for WRC-15;

2. Agree on WRC-15 Committee vice-chairmanships and Working group chairmanships; as well as chairmanships of ITU-R study groups;

3. Prepare for 3rd ITU Workshop on WRC-15 preparation;

4. Note views/positions from other regional telecommunications organizations regarding WRC-15 agenda items.

5. Note relevant developments within ITU-R on WRC-15 preparations;

6. Note developments within the Mobile industry relating to WRC-15 issues; and,
7. Note developments within the Satellite industry relating to WRC-15 issues;

The meeting was attended by 296 participants from:

· Thirty-six (36) African countries: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroun, Central African Republic, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, South Africa, South Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tchad, Zambia and Zimbabwe;

· All four (4) African Regional Economic Communities: East African Community (EAC) through East African Communications Organization (EACO), Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), Economic Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS) and Southern African Development Community (SADC);

· Two (2) African telecommunications regulators associations, West Africa Telecommunication Regulators Assembly (WATRA) and Communications Regulator’s Association of Southern Africa (CRASA);

· The International Telecommunications Union (ITU);

· One (01) other regional telecommunications organization: the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT);

· Fourteen (14) associate members: Access Partnership, Avanti, Boeing, Ericsson, Google, GSMA, Inmarsat, Intel Corporation, O.T. Otis Engineering, Safaricom, SES, Qualcomm and Yazmi;

· Eleven (11) partners organisations: ASECNA, AFRALTI, African Union of Broadcasting (AUB), Commonwealth ITU Group, ESMT, ICAO, International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), European Broadcasting Union (EBU), ITSO, Kemilinks International and Rascomstar;

· Twenty-five (25) observer country and organizations: France, United States of America, ABS Satellite, Aerospace Industries Association, Afrasia Link, Alion Science and Technology, British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) World Service, Broadcast Networks Europe (BNE), Civil Aviation Infrastructure, Digital Terrestrial Television Action Group (DigiTAG), EMEA, EUTELSAT, Etisalat, Facebook, Federal Communications Commission (FCC), GEW Technologies, Huwaei, HTP Global Org, Intelsat, LS Telcom, N-SOFT, Motorola Solutions, Multichoice Africa, Rohde & Schwarz and Thales Alenia Space.
The full list of participants is attached in Annex 1 (APM15-4 list of participants).
2 Opening Ceremony

The opening ceremony was attended by the following officials who made opening statements as summarized thereunder:
· Dr Fred Matiang’i, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Information, Communications and Technology of Kenya
· M. Abdoulkarim Soumaila, ATU Secretary General;

· M. Jean-Jacques Massima Landji, Chief of ITU Area Office for Central Africa, on behalf of the Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (BR);
· M. Ngene Gituku, Communications Authority Board Chairman;
· M. Francis Wangusi, Director-General of Communications Authority (CA) of Kenya;

In his address, the Director-General of CA of Kenya stated that the advent of new wireless technologies was introducing the aspect of spectrum sharing as a means of optimizing this scarce resource. He, however, cautioned that while this was an important development, the sharing issue should be approach with caution, in order to avoid the challenges of interference that could erode the gains achieved. He urged that discussions around the issue needed to be objective as to endeavour to balance between adapting new technologies and protecting the services that had already been allocated to the spectrum. 

He continued by stating that the Digital Dividend expected from the migration from analogue to digital TV broadcasting systems held tremendous promise for Africa. He pointed out that the question however still remained on the allocation and use of the digital dividend for mobile services in both the 700MHz and 800MHz bands. He implored all to keep in mind Africa’s aspiration as a region of benefiting from the broadband revolution and to seize the WRC-15 moment to map out cutting-edge strategies for the provision of spectrum for broadband services in the region.

He stated that the next opportunity to provide the much needed wireless bandwidth must come with redoubled efforts to manage the spectrum resource as efficiently and effectively as possible, to ensure the maximum benefit for all.

The ATU Secretary General recalled that the African Telecommunications Union, represents the collective will of the continent in appreciating the role of telecommunications and ICT in the realization of the fundamental goals of socio-economic development and prosperity which should enable Africa to occupy the place it deserves at the international arena.

The Chief of ITU Area Office for Central Africa stated that after a successful CPM15-2, ITU membership is now focusing on finalizing their proposals for WRC-15. In this regard, he pointed out that the process of regional preparations for the conference had proved to be more and more successful within and between the various regional groups for several WRCs now. 

He commended ATU for having continued the good practice of successfully organizing a series of four African WRC-15 preparatory meetings, which he said ensured that the best efforts had been done to harmonize the views of the region towards the submission of common regional proposals to WRC-15. 
In his address, the CA Board Chairman said that he was sure that the meeting provided a platform of developing solid African common positions on various WRC-15 agenda items, which he said was key to bringing new possibilities for the continent for social-economic development.

The official opening was done by the Cabinet Secretary of the Ministry of Information, Communications and Technology, who in his address affirmed that the regulators had the responsibility to contribute to the African common proposal development debate and ensure that spectrum and orbit resources are used equitably, efficiently and more importantly, in the best interest of all end users.  He stressed the need to safeguard the region’s interest as a whole while promoting global harmonization for spectrum usage.

All the five speeches are annexed to this report as Annex 2a to 2e, respectively.

3 Appointment of the Bureau
After informal consultations, the meeting appointed the following bureau:
Chairman

: 
Mr. Daniel OBAM 


(Kenya)
Vice-Chairman

: 
Mr. Abdou NDIAYE 


(Senegal)
Rapporteurs

: 
Mrs Mutinta Cholwe SINKALA 
(Zambia)

Ms Beatrice LEMA 


(Tanzania)

Mr. Mouhamadou AWALLOU 
(Cameroun)
Mr. Ahmed J. BORAUD 

(Niger)
4 ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND WORK PROGRAMME

The meeting adopted the agenda and work programme as annexed in Annex 3 and 4, respectively.

5 Noting of developments within the Mobile industry relating to WRC-15 issues

The presentations of the mobile industry focused on Agenda Items 1.1, 1.2 and 10. 
For AI 1.1, presentations were related to UHF Band (470 – 694 MHz), L-Band (1350 – 1400 MHz and 1427 – 1525 MHz), S-Band (2700 – 2900 MHz) and C-Band (3400 – 3600 MHz, 3600 – 3700 MHz, 3700 – 3800 MHz and 3800 – 4200 MHz).

For UHF Band, spectrum below 1 GHz range was said to be extremely important for bringing high speed mobile broadband services everywhere, particularly in the sparsely populated rural areas and for deep indoor coverage in cities. This was argued to enable even more Africans who solely rely on mobile phones for access to the Internet to be included in the mainstream economies. A co-primary allocation to the Mobile Service and broadcasting in the range 470 – 694 MHz was singled out as a band that could help to meet the growing demand for video and data services in the rural areas while providing the countries the necessary flexibility for future use.

The L-Band was reported to be the largely underused and that a portion of the L-band range such as the 1452 – 1492 MHz could quickly and easily be made available to meet the requirement for additional downlink capacity through the use of supplemental downlink (SDL) access scheme. The meeting was informed that Europe had already decided to use the band for mobile systems and that equipment was expected to be commercially available in 2016. The meeting was further informed that globally, there was a growing support for the range 1427 – 1518 MHz across the three ITU Regions for identification to IMT and that a part of this range is already allocated to the Mobile Service.

In addition, the S-Band was equally said to be an attractive option for a Mobile Service allocation and identification to IMT on a global basis. It was argued that the band was clearly underutilized in most African countries, with only a few radars at fixed locations, and that there was opportunity to use the spectrum much more efficiently. The meeting heard that studies showed that it would be possible to share the band between IMT and radars via band segmentation (e.g. radars utilizing the upper portion of the band and IMT the lower portion).

For C-Band, a portion of the C-Band, such as the band 3400 – 3800 MHz, was said to support high capacity services in Africa largest cities, the fastest growing globally, particularly as the demand for the Fixed Satellite Service (FSS) was decreasing in the C-band. The use of FSS was reported to be increasingly focused to the higher bands. It was stated that parts of the C-band (3400 – 3600 MHz and 3600 – 3800 MHz) were already being utilized by IMT in some parts of the world, and about fifty percent (50%) of ATU Member States are part of the existing footnote that identified the band to IMT, which therefore can be considered for conversion into an allocation.

Concerning AI 1.2 related to the finalization of the IMT allocation (by initiative of the African countries), harmonization was said to be critical to ensure cheaper devices and equipment through economies of scale, to facilitate global roaming and mitigate harmful interference. Key considerations were said to include the 700 MHz channelling plan and the technical conditions such as out-of-band emission limits (OOBE) of -25dBm/8MHz.

On AI 10, the mobile industry participants submitted that the WRC-15 was the right time to initiate a process for identification of more radio spectrum for IMT within the range 6 GHz – 100 GHz; needed to meet the growing capacity needs of consumers. The identified spectrum would need to be globally harmonized.
The Presentations made were as provided in referenced presentations numbers APM Info PPT 1a and 1b.
6 Facebook connectivity project
In its presentation (APM15-4 - Info PPT 2 - Facebook connectivity project), Facebook stated that in MEA (Middle East & Africa), 3G/4G is expected to grow from 20% share of subs in 2014 to 70% in 2020 (note: WCDMA/GSM at 55% and LTE/WCDMA/GSM & LTE/CDMA at 15%) and that in Sub-Saharan Africa, GSM/EDGE-only will remain predominate up to 2020, due to the high number of lower income consumers using 2G enabled handsets. In order to address the gaps in internet connectivity, Facebook submitted that it supports a proposed WRC-15 UAS Future Agenda Item for broadband connectivity to underserved communities which it said is a HAPS proposal that seeks to expand the identification of spectrum for HAPS to facilitate the delivery of broadband services to underserved communities.

7 Noting of developments within the Satellite industry relating to WRC-15 issues

The contributions of the satellite industry focused on Agenda Items 1.1, 10 and on Earth Station on Mobile Platforms (ESOMPS).

For AI 1.1, the satellite industry submitted that its position was that it was imperative that satellite spectrum be preserved considering that satellite based solutions regarding the increased need to reach and connect the largely unconnected and especially remote and isolated population in Africa (between 100 – 150 Million persons) and with the realities in Africa and challenges on the ground.
In this regard, the C-band was said to be the best suited for secure communications especially for geographically dispersed point to point networks and the areas that are unreached and underserved. 
The meeting was informed that the 3400-4200 MHz band is globally allocated and harmonized to provide C-Band satellite downlinks. As a consequence, the C-Band was said to be extensively used for specialized services like air navigation, impacting directly on safety, and other key areas such as meteorology and broadcasting, and as such, the meeting was informed that there is a great concern to users and the satellite community in general, should the C-band become unusable due to allocation to IMT as there were no readily available alternatives. 
The meeting was informed that, the satellite industry had made and will continue to make massive investments in the band, due to its unique coverage and superior service availability. The satellite industry therefore recommended that the position of NO CHANGE in the 3.4-4.2 GHz band for AI 1.1 at WRC-15 be adopted. It was pointed out that any other allocation to C-band or parts of C-band must consider the widespread use of and need to protect receive only C-Band satellite installations.
The presenters urged that there should be no global primary allocation for IMT in C-Band pointing that administrations wishing to operate IMT in the lower band can join the existing footnote.

Regarding AI 10, it was argued that fifth generation (5G) IMT was targeting many frequency bands between 6 and 100 GHz including existing terrestrial and other services such as core satellite bands. 
Further, the meeting heard that the 5G researches on candidate bands had been going on for some time and should focus on this range before WRC-15. The meeting was informed that implementation of 5G IMT in frequencies under 31 GHz invariably leads to displacement of incumbent terrestrial and space services due to sharing satellite services with high density mobile networks is not realistic and feasible on a sustainable basis. 

The presenters urged that a broad agenda item at this WRC-15 without any identification of focused frequency ranges should be avoided in order not to repeat what has transpired in the case of the IMT and C-band (Agenda Item 1.1 for WRC-15) all over again.
For this reason and to achieve a global harmonised allocation, the presenters stressed that the focus on identifying spectrum for IMT/5G should be on frequency bands above 31 GHz which they said provided a win-win approach.
ESOMPs was reported to provide for mobility in Ka-band (19.7-20.2/29.5-30.0 GHz) GSO FSS networks and truly broadband services (typical data rates of 50 Mbit/s) while at the same time expanding the traditional FSS and MSS type applications. 
The need for a harmonized international regime for ESOMPs was stressed as this would ensure they are authorized and operated in a coherent manner that, in turn, ensures protection of existing services.
The Presentations made and information documents were as provided in referenced presentations numbers APM Info PPT 3a and 3m.

8 Views on the sessions
DigiTAG draw the attention of the meeting on their contribution (INFO Doc 1). This document presents the technical, economical and societal benefits of DTT, and explains why IMT does not need additional UHF spectrum. Therefore, it calls for this spectrum to be safeguarded for DTT in order to secure the investments necessary for DTT deployment below 700 MHz band. Consequently, for WRC 15 AI 1.1, DigiTAG is supporting the ATU position for NO Change (Method A) for the band 470-694 MHz.

The meeting was informed further that there are two operational and notified satellites in the sub-band 1467 – 1492 MHz, with coverage over Africa and the Middle East, and Asia, respectively.

Under Agenda 1.1 the International Civil Aviation (ICAO) recalled the meeting on its concerns regarding new allocation to the mobile service for IMT in or adjacent to the frequency bands allocated to aeronautical safety services (ARNS, AM(R)S, AMS(R)S). These concerns were provided to the meeting in the ICAO position for WRC 15 and the compatibility matrix of ICAO position versus the CPM report. The concerned frequency bands are summarized in the table below.

	Frequency Bands
	Aeronautical application

	400 – 406 MHz
	ELT 

	960 – 1215 MHz
	DME, SSR, 1090ES, MLAT, ACAS, UAT, GNSS, LDACS

	1215 – 1350 MHz
	PSR

	1559 – 1610 MHz
	GNSS

	1.5 / 1.6 GHz 
	AMS(R)S (sub-bands)

	2700 – 3100 MHz
	PSR (airport approach

	3400 – 4200 MHz
	FSS used extensively in the AFI region for aeronautical ground-ground and Air Ground communications carrying safety critical data (VSAT). See also Agenda Item 9.1.5.

	4200 – 4400 MHz
	Radio Altimeters

	5000 – 5250 MHz
	MLS, UAS Terrestrial & Satellite, AeroMACS, Aeronautical Telemetry

	5350 – 5470 MHz 
	Airborne Weather Radar


9 Notable developments within ITU for WRC-15 preparations since APM15-3 and way forward

Mr. Philippe AUBINEAU, ITU Radiocommunication Bureau Counsellor for ITU-R Study Groups, presented updated information on the preparations for RA-15 and WRC-15 (see APM15-4 Info Doc. 11(Rev.1)). 

He summarized the new elements added to the Report of the CPM to WRC-15, during the second session of the Conference Preparatory Meeting for WRC-15 (i.e. CPM15-2), using the preparatory studies by the ITU-R responsible groups, the Report of the Special Committee (SC) and the contributions from the ITU-R Membership to CPM15-2. 

He also presented the new information available on the RA-15 webpage (www.itu.int/go/ra-15) and WRC-15 webpage (www.itu.int/go/wrc-15), including the references to the invitation letters and associated information for the preparation of both events, with in particular the guidelines and new tools available to prepare (using the Conference Proposal Interface (CPI) (see APM15-4 Info Doc. 10) and consult (using the proposal management system (PMS)) the proposals to WRC-15. 

Finally, he referred to the dates of the final meetings of the regional groups, as well as to the 3rd ITU Inter-regional Workshop on WRC-15 preparation which will be held in Geneva from                       1 to 3 September 2015. The preliminary programme for the 3rdITU Inter-regional Workshop was also presented.

Mr. Jean-Jacques Massima Landji presented in regard of the GE06 Agreement the way forward on digital migration after the end of transition period (17 June 2015). He encouraged Administrations to kindly process their migration and update respectively and as appropriate the ITU dedicated database. He pointed out the availability of the ITU Report on Digital Dividend (Insights for Spectrum Decisions). The presented info document is APM15-4 - Info DOC 16 - ITU GE06-End of transition period_information document.
10 Noting of views/positions on WRC-15 agenda items of other Regional Telecommunications Organizations

The meeting noted the status of preparatory work for WRC-15 in the CEPT and ASMG regions provided in their info document APM15-4 - Info DOC 9 (plus 9A) and info DOC 15, respectively.
11 Consideration of WRC-15 agenda items and development of African Common Positions
11.1 Consideration of WRC-15 agenda items and development of African Common positions

The meeting considered all the WRC-15 agenda items based on the compilations of input contributions from sub-regions, administrations, associate members and relevant interested organizations.

The result of this consideration was the African common positions indicated as APM15-4 outcome as contained in the respective annexes. In warranted cases, key observations were recorded under the respective agenda items.
· Annex 5-1 - Chapter 1 (Mobile and Amateur Issues; 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)

· Annex 5-2 - Chapter 2 (Science Issues; 1.11, 1.12, 1.13, 1.14)

· Annex 5-3 - Chapter 3 (Aeronautical, Maritime and Radiolocation issues; 1.5, 1.15, 1.16, 1.17, 1.18)

· Annex 5-4 - Chapter 4 (Satellite services; 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9.1,1.9.2, 1.10)

· Annex 5-5 - Chapter 5 (Satellite Regulatory issues; 7, 9.1.1, 9.1.2, 9.1.3, 9.1.5, 9.1.8, 9.2, 9.3)

· Annex 5-6 - Chapter 6 (General issues; 2, 4, 9.1.4, 9.1.6, 9.1.7, 10)

· Annex 5-7 - Global Flight Tracking
11.2 Summary of the APM15-4 outcomes (African common positions)

11.2.1 Chapter 1
The chapter 1 which concerns mobile and amateur issues has 4 Agenda Items (AI), 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.

	AGENDA ITEM
	BAND NUMBER
	FREQUENCY BAND
	AFRICAN COMMON POSITION

	1.1
	1
	470-694/698
	Method A1. 

	
	2
	1 350-1 400
	Method C1

	
	3
	1 427-1 452
	Method C1

	
	4
	1 452-1 492
	Method C

	
	5
	1 492-1 518
	Method C

	
	6
	1 518-1 525
	No common position (TBD)

	
	7
	1 695-1 710
	Method A (No Change)

	
	8
	2 700-2 900
	No common position (TBD)

	
	9
	3 300-3 400
	No common position (TBD)

	
	10
	3 400-3 600
	No common position (TBD)

	
	11
	3 600-3 700
	Method A (No Change)

	
	12
	3 700-3 800
	Method A (No Change)

	
	13
	3 800-4 200
	Method A (No Change)

	
	14
	4 400-4 500
	Method A (No Change)

	
	15
	4 500-4 800
	Method A (No Change)

	
	16
	4 800-4 990
	No common position (TBD)

	
	17
	5 350-5 470
	Method A (No Change)

	
	18
	5 725-5 850
	Method A (No Change)

	
	19
	5 925-6 425
	Method A (No Change)

	1.2
	Issue A
	Method A1

	
	Issue B
	Method B1

	
	Issue C
	None: Africa is not affected by the issue

	
	Issue D
	No common position (TBD)

	1.3
	No common position (TBD)

	1.4
	Method A


It should be noted for issue B of AI 1.2, the draft new recommendation (DNR) on Out-Of-Band Emission (OOBE) was discussed during Study Group 5 last meeting but consensus was not reached on its adoption.  This DNR will be forwarded to the Radiocommunication Assembly. 

APM15-4 adopted the DNR as an African common contribution and send to RA-15 with all country names present during the meeting.

The chapter coordinator was tasked to liaise with CEPT and ASMG on the joint inter-regional submission.
11.2.2 Chapter 2

The Chapter 2 covers Science Issues with 6 Agenda Items: 1.11, 1.12, 1.13, 1.14, 9.2.1 and 9.2.2.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.
	AGENDA ITEM
	AFRICAN COMMON POSITION

	1.11
	Method A

	1.12
	No common position (TBD)

	1.13
	The proposed method

	1.14
	No common position (TBD)

	9.2.1
	The proposed method

	9.2.2
	Method B


11.2.3 Chapter 3
Chapter 3 covers Aeronautical, Maritime and Radiolocation issues with 5 Agenda Items, which are 1.5, 1.15, 1.16, 1.17 and 1.18.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.
	AGENDA ITEM
	AFRICAN COMMON POSITION

	1.5
	Method B

	1.15
	The proposed method

	1.16
	Issue A
	No common position (TBD)

	
	Issue B
	No common position (TBD)

	
	Issue C
	Method C2

	
	Issue D
	Method D

	1.17
	The proposed method

	1.18
	Method A


11.2.4 Chapter 4
The Chapter 4 covers Satellites Services with 6 Agenda Items that are 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9.1, 1.9.2 and 1.10.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.
	AGENDA ITEM
	AFRICAN COMMON POSITION

	
	FREQUENCY BAND
	

	1.6
	Band A
	10-10.5 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	Method AA1 (NOC)

	
	Band B
	10.5-10.6 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	
	Band C
	10.6-10.68 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	
	Band D
	13.25-13.40 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	
	Band E
	13.4-13.75 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	Method E1 (No Change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	No common position (TBD)

	
	Band F
	14.5-14.8 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	Method F1 (No Change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	Method FF1 (No Change)

	
	Band G
	14.8-15.35 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	Method G1 (No Change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	Method GG1 (No Change)

	
	Band H
	15.35-15.4 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	
	Band I
	15.4-15.7 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	Method I

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	Method II (No Change)

	
	Band J
	15.7-16.6 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	
	Band K
	16.6-17 GHz
	Earth-to-Space
	(No change)

	
	
	
	Space-to-Earth
	(No change)

	1.7
	5 091-5 150 MHz
	The proposed method

	1.8
	5 925-6 425 MHz / 14 - 14.5 GHz
	Method A

	1.9.1
	7 150- 7 250 MHz / 8 400-8 500 MHz
	Method C

	1.9.2
	7 350- 7 775 MHz / 8 025-8 400 MHz
	Method A

	1.10
	22 - 26 GHz
	Method A


11.2.5 Chapter 5
Chapter 5 covers Satellite Regulatory issues with 5 Agenda Items respect to 7, 9.1 (issues 9.1.1, 9.1.2, 9.1.3, 9.1.5, 9.1.8) and 9.3.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.
	AGENDA ITEM
	AFRICAN COMMON POSITION

	7
	A
	Method A2 Option A

	
	B
	No common position (TBD)

	
	C
	Method C3 Option B

	
	D
	The proposed method

	
	E
	Method E3

	
	F
	The proposed method (Method F)

	
	G
	The proposed method (Method G)

	
	H
	H6 

	
	I1
	No common position (TBD)

	
	I2
	Method I2 Option 3

	
	J
	Method J1

	
	K
	Method K3

	
	L
	Method L1

	9.1.1
	The proposed method

	9.1.2
	Issue A
	Method 1B

	
	Issue B
	Method 2A

	9.1.3
	Option B

	9.1.5
	The proposed method

	9.1.8
	Simplified regulatory procedures

	9.2
	Revision of 5.526 and new resolution (see Annex 6 - Proposed text for the Revision of 5.526 and new resolution)

	9.3
	Maintain Resolution 80


11.2.6 Chapter 6
Chapter 6 covers General Issues with 6 Agenda Items/ issues 2, 4, 9.1.4, 9.1.6, 9.1.7 and 10.
APM15-4 adopted the following African common positions.
	AGENDA ITEM
	AFRICAN PRELIMINARY POSITIONS (APP)

	2
	No common proposal. 
Countries were urged to continue studying the CPM report and the report of the Director and make proposals directly to WRC-15 or as sub-regions in good time.

	4
	No common proposal. 
Countries were urged to continue studying the CPM report and the report of the Director and make proposals directly to WRC-15 or as sub-regions in good time.

	9.1-4
	Issue A: Method A2

Issue B: Method B2

	9.1-6
	No Change and suppression of Resolution 957 (WRC-12)

	9.1-7
	No common position. 

Countries were urged to take into account comments made by the BR and CEPT as they continue to review this agenda item.

	10
	Countries / sub-regions were urged to study the input contributions to APM15-4 regarding AI 10 and make proposals to WRC-15 in good time.

In this regard, ATU Secretary General was requested to circulate the relevant input contributions. 
Countries were urged to respond by 28 August 2015 indicating their views and/or choice on the proposals.
ATU to reconsider the issue during ATU caucus meeting during WRC-15 and endeavour to have an African common position.


11.3 Global Flight Tracking

The contributions submitted by EACO and Nigeria were discussed but consensus was not reached. Sub regional organizations (ECOWAS and SADC) proposed for more time to study the contributions and define their position taking into account the report of the Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau on the issue is available only recently. The meeting urged the sub-regions to submit their positions (following their respective sub-regional meetings) to ATU Secretary General by 30 September 2015, for circulation to all member states. The said EACO and Nigeria contributions are input: APM15-4 - Input DOC 2A - EACO input contribution on GFT, and APM15-4 - Input DOC 13 - Nigeria input contribution on GFT.

At the request of the meeting, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) highlighted the updated ICAO position on Agenda Item 10 on spectrum allocation for Global Flight Tracking based on the CPM report as found in APM15-4 - Input DOC 22 - ICAO input contribution.
12 WRC-15 Committee vice-chairmanships and Working group chairmanships

The meeting noted the nominations from various countries for various chairmanship or vice-chairmanship positions for WRC-15, Special Committee, Radiocommunication Advisory Group and ITU-R study groups, CCV and CPM (for WRC-19). The meeting reaffirmed its support for the candidature of Nigeria (Engr. Festus DAUDU) for the position of WRC-15 Chairman. 

The meeting agreed that countries interested to take up various positions provide nominations to the Secretary General as soon as possible.

The received nominations would then be communicated to ITU.

13 Preparation for 3rd ITU INTER REGIONAL Workshop on WRC-15 (ITW)
The meeting adopted the proposal from the Secretary General for the region to be represented by the respective ATU WRC-15 chapter coordinators and vice-coordinators during the chapter panel session during the 3rd ITW. In the case of the first and last sessions of 3rd ITW, the meeting adopted the proposal to be represented by the Secretary General and Mr. Daniel OBAM, respectively (see Annex 7 - Proposed ATU representatives at 3rd ITU Inter-regional Workshop on WRC-15 Preparation).

14 other Business
· ITSO's contribution on revision of Resolution 11 related to AI 9.1.3 was proposed to be considered and to be adopted as an African common position. The meeting recalled that for this agenda item Option B was chosen as common position. However, administrations requested to review the contribution and send their views to Secretary General no later than 30th September, 2015. This contribution is APM15-4 - Input DOC 8 - ITSO input contribution and its annex APM15-4 - Input DOC 8a - ITSO input contribution (Annex).
· The Secretary General informed the meeting that the first African preparatory meeting for World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) will be held in Dakar- Senegal from 7th- 10th September, 2015.

· Sub-regions and administrations were urged to continue to discuss issues not agreed and submit their results to Secretary General by 30th September, 2015. The Secretary General was tasked to circulate the results so received for endorsement consideration by countries.

15 DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The Secretary General informed the meeting that we will consult and propose the date and the venue of APM19-1.

16 ADOPTION OF REPORT

This report was adopted at about 17:50 Hours on Thursday 23thJuly 2015 as a true record of the proceedings of the meeting subject to editorial improvements. The African common positions reached in the meeting were endorsed by all countries present as African common position to WRC-15 and no separate country endorsement would be required for countries present during the meeting.

17 VOTE OF THANKS

The delegate of Ghana gave the vote of thanks on behalf of the meeting participants in which he expressed profound gratitude to: 
· His Excellency UHURU KENYATTA, President of the Republic of Kenya; 
· The Government of the Republic of Kenya and;

· The People of Kenya

For the great support and hospitality shown by the Republic of Kenya towards ATU and extolled the hosts (the Government of the Republic of Kenya and Communications Authority) for the excellent facilities provided for the meeting, which he said, guaranteed the success of the meeting.

18 CLOSING REMARKS

The closing ceremony was attended by the following officials who made opening statements as summarized thereunder;

· Mr. Abdou NDIAYE, Director of Radiocommunications at ARTP – Senegal;
· Mr. Jean-Jacques Massima Landji, Chief of ITU Area Office for Central Africa, on behalf of the Director of ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (BR);
· Mr Abdoulkarim SOUMAILA, ATU Secretary General; and
· Mr. Daniel OBAM, Communications Radio Technology Expert at Kenya National Communications Secretariat on behalf of the Government of Kenya
Mr. Abdou NDIAYE, in his capacity as the Chairman (following Mr Obam’s taking up the role of the host country representative);

· Observed protocol;
· Acknowledged the robust discussions during the meeting;

· Stated that 19 issues were not agreed during the meeting out of 82 total issues;

· Urged sub-regions and countries alike to continue discussion on issues not agreed;

· Appreciated ATU SG and his staff for the work done before and during the meeting;

· Thanked the DG of Communications Authority of Kenya for the wonderful organization of the meeting;

· Deeply appreciated the rapportuers for working so hard to make the draft report available on time; and

· Thanked the interpreters for helping the meeting participants understand each other.

Mr. Jean-Jacques Massima, in his closing remarks:

· Observed protocol;

· Applauded the great collaboration between ITU and ATU,

· Acknowledged the many issues that were agreed as a sign of unity of purpose in Africa and urged even better engagement in future;

· Thanked Kenya for the technical expertise and their readiness to work with ITU and support other countries;

· Urged sub-regions and countries to liaise with other regions to facilitate the work of the conference (WRC-15); and

· Acknowledged the industry present.

The ATU Secretary General, Mr. Abdoulkarim SOUMAILA, in his closing remarks:

· Observed protocol;

· Thanked the meeting chairman for the successful meeting;
· Urged solidarity during WRC-15 to ensure success of the Africa’s positions;

· Thanked all delegates and their spirit of collaboration;

· Expressed gratitude to Kenya and CA for hosting the meeting and support to the work of ATU;

· Acknowledged the industry present and their sponsoring some social events;

· Thanked the interpreters for helping the meeting participants understand each other;

· Acknowledged the organizing team;

· Ended by wishing all bon-voyage.

Mr. Daniel OBAM, on behalf of the Government of Kenya;

· Observed protocol;

· Thanked the Communications Authority of Kenya for the excellent arrangements of the meeting and logistics in general;
· Acknowledged CPM15 Chairman (Mr Zourmba of Cameroun), and ITU representatives present;

· Further acknowledged that it was the most attended and productive meeting in the history of the WRC preparations;

· Reiterated that the interests of Africa need to take precedence echoing the opening remarks by the Cabinet Secretary for ICT of Kenya;

· Indicated that the meeting had reached 77% success on common position developed which he said was excellent;

· Expressed gratitude to hosting the meeting;

· Thanked the sponsors of social events and internet which included GSMA, Google, Safaricom and GVF;

· Thanked ITU and ATU for the trust put on the Government of Kenya to host the meeting and other events in the recent past;
· Wished all bon-voyage, and

· Declared the meeting closed.
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