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Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document includes a proposal of the IPET-MDI for file naming extension.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited to consider developing appropriate file naming extension for the exchange of XML files, including for the exchange of metadata files.

1. CBS-XIV requested the OPAG-ISS to develop appropriate file naming extension for the exchange of XML files.
2. The first meeting of the IPET-MDI developed the following recommendation related to the metadata file names:

Recommendation 1: when metadata file is transferred between WIS centres, the metadata filenames:
- must comply with the WMO file-naming-convention;
- should use T_ product identifiers in place of A_ product identifiers to aid simplicity
- should truncate W_ product identifiers to form an invariant string; i.e. the date and amendment / correction code will be excluded
- must ensure that Z_ product identifier are globally unique within the WIS
- must use the «YYYYMMDDhhmmss» element from the top-level file-naming convention to express the metadata publication / update date-time (this must represent the same date-time as the MD_Metadata/dateStamp element);
- Use an ‘.xml’ extension:
- Examples:
- T_FCUK31_C_EGRR_20100310180000.xml
- T_HHXA05_C_BABJ_20100427083000.xml
- W_FR-meteofrance-toulouse,GRIB,ARPEGE-75N10N-60W65E_C_LFPW_20100428115800.xml
3. The first meeting of the IPET-MDI made the following proposal for a file naming extension:

“2.1.2.8
Where metadata records are harvested from contributors outside the WIS community using OAI-PMH,　there is no way for the harvester to know file naming conventions used by the metadata provider. Therefore, in this situation, there is no requirement to constrain the filename.  Only where metadata records are transferred via the GTS or other GTS-like file-transfer mechanisms do the filenames need to conform with the convention above.

XML formats are not currently used to transfer data via the GTS.  However, once this changes, it is conceivable to have collisions between data-files and metadata files.  To remedy this, there is a need to be able to distinguish between the files with additional information in the filename.

  

Note 2:
The ‘.xml’ file extension does not currently appear in the permitted list in the file-naming convention. A proposal to modify the file-naming convention is offered to ET_CTS & ET_OI:   Allocate a new extension=”.iso19139.xml””
