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1. In reviewing the status, process and paper trail of WIS centre certification,  the meeting noted that there are three different database systems being used to facilitate and record these activities. 
2. The primary database is the WIS GISC/DCPC Demonstration Database (http://www-db.wmo.int/WIS/centres/candidates.asp) . This is based on a Microsoft access sitting on the WMO DB server and is managed through a web based front end using ASP. 
3. The second database is the WIS Wiki (http://wis.wmo.int/ page=TT-CAC) which is a PHP application based on a MySQL server. The wiki as many roles in CBS activity serving as a collaborative work area for expert teams, as well as a document management system allowing access to be restricted to relevant expert team members. This latter has been an essential element of ensuring the TT-CAC can work on confidential information provided by members without it being accessed by people outside of the TT-CAC. 
4. The third important database is the WIS centre database which is used to record and report on the status of WIS centres in the designation and demonstration process.
5. In addition, TT-CAC workflow is facilitated by a card based task management system application known as Trello  (https://trello.com/b/RZd4hwfA/et-gddp-certification) which has effectively replaced the audit tracking that was done on the Wiki with improved functionality.
6. The meeting noted that this combination of database tools provided the essential facilities for TT-CAC to interact with each other, to interact with Members on centre certification and audit preparation and as a tracking and reporting tool that allows Members to see the status of WIS centres along the path of the WIS centre designation and demonstration process. It also noted that these databases operate independently and therefor are vulnerable to becoming out of synchronization as the data must be entered into each database independently. The duplication is also confusing to new members of the team not familiar with the history and relevant use of each.
7. The secretariat described how it is planned that the WIS Demonstration DB, WIS centre DB and associated wiki functions be moved to the Country Profile Database (www.wmo.int/cpdb).  It also reported the windows server supporting the Microsoft Access database is to be shut down, but is waiting on the migration of the WIS Demonstration Process  database to be migrated.
8. Participants expressed concern that the current independent databases relied extensively on the WIS project office and now effectively is only supported by the Chief of Information and Telecommunication System Division (C/ITS) and in the long term would be unsustainable. Furthermore, even noting that the Chief of Data Management, Metadata and Monitoring (C/DRMM) works closely with C/ITS and also shares in the support and maintenance of these databases and content, the system was too dependent on the availability of C/ITS. It strongly supported the need to migrate these to the Corporate CPDB as soon as possible.
9. Remy reported that the ET-CTS is also dependent on a WIS centre database  for the registration of links and circuits, along with relevant parameters such as link access bandwidths, connecting WIS centres- The meeting of ET-CTS in Brasilia last week had agreed to update the current centre database to include a series of additional parameters for improving on and replacing the information currently residing the Manual on GTS Vol II, including GTS spaghetti diagrams. It too was depending on the migration to the CPDB to enable Members to be able to update their details with an aim to creating a more timely and accurate record of WIS links and circuits. 
10. The meeting agreed that it is essential that the WIS certification and demonstration database be maintained but that given the concerns on duplication and unsustainability, it is only logical to integrate this with the WIS centres database. In addition, it noted that other key WIS project office activities were supported by a contacts database which have already been extended to other technical commissions and, like the WIS centres database, is providing certain information to the CPDB. It agreed that under WMO activities to develop further the CPDB as a corporate database with access to members to review and update their details, that it would be beneficial to move the relevant functionality into the CPDB as planned. It noted that current staffing at the WIS branch is not able to make the time to undertake this activity and suggested that a secondment should be considered of a relevant expert from the members of TT-CAC. It requested the secretariat to investigate this possibility, and to provide some financial support such as relevant per diem and travel costs. It suggested the following deliverables:

· Study the CPDB project to understand the capabilities, architecture and roadmap in order to confirm the potential to provide the functionality required by current WIS project office databases and applications.
· Review current WIS Certification and Demonstration application, WIS Wiki components and web page reporting for functionality and content with an aim to migrating the functionality and content to the CPDB and portal.
· Review the current WIS centres/GTS links database , WIS Wiki components and web page reporting for functionality and content with an aim to migrating the functionality and content to the CPDB and portal.
· Review current status of the migration of the WIS contacts database and application, WIS Wiki components and web page reporting in the CPDB, with an aim to completing the migration and facilitating migration of the databases supporting TT-CAC, ET-WISC and ET-CTS.
· Design a solution for the above functionalities within the CPDB, prepare a roadmap for implementation, then work with CPDB developers to implement the migration.
· Document practices and procedures necessary for WIS Branch to manage and maintain the migrated functionality.
· Prepare relevant help material and usage guidance for Members and database contributors

11. It is estimated that tasks 1 to 4 will take at least one month, task 5 would take two months. These would need to be carried out at WMO, necessitating a 3 month secondment working with WIS and DRA (the latter being responsible for the CPDB).
12. The meeting agreed to pass on these recommendations for consideration of ET-WISC and ICT-ISS. It requested that the secretariat investigate the potential to support a secondment and for members to identify a suitable candidate
