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Introduction
EC-65 received three documents related to Radio Frequency Coordination in addition to the working document providing background and recommended text about this topic under WIGOS. The first information document (EC-65/INF. 4.4(1)) was the WMO Position on WRC-15 Agenda is provided for information as background to the proposed Resolution 4.4/2 (EC-65) – Preserving Radio-Frequency Spectrum for Meteorological and Related Environmental activities at the World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC 15).
The second information document was the draft WMO Strategy on Radio-Frequency Protection for Meteorology produced by SG-RFC (Ottawa in January 2013). This document reflected the current status in the development of a WMO Strategy on radio-frequency protection for meteorology and related environmental activity addressed under agenda item 4.4. It is being developed by the Steering Group on Radiofrequency Coordination for CBS in response to Resolution 11 (EC-64) – Radio Frequencies for Meteorological and Related Environmental Activities. 
EC supported the work of SG-RFC, both in its preparation for WRC-15 and for its strategy paper. The following is an extract from the report and its associated resolution  09 (EC-65)
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4.4.25 The Council recalled Recommendation 7 (CBS-15) on the importance of radio frequencies for meteorological and related environmental activities. It noted the continued work of the CBS Steering Group on Radio-Frequency Coordination, in particular the progress on the preparation for the next International Telecommunication Union (ITU) World Radiocommunication Conference to be held in 2015 (WRC-15), including the publication of a WMO Preliminary Position Paper on the WRC-15 Agenda. Recalling the successful outcome at the WRC-12 for meteorology and related environmental activities, it encouraged all Members to support this important process and adopted Resolution 9 – Preserving the radio-frequency spectrum for meteorological and related environmental activities at the World Radiocommunication Conference 2015.

4.4.26 The Council recalled Resolution 11 (EC-64) and had agreed that strategically, participation of CBS experts in ITU processes remains a key activity for successful radio-frequency coordination. It also agreed that the other strategic elements include the continued coordination and collaboration with other international, regional, non-government and commercial organizations involved in the Earth observations and environmental activities. It noted that for long-term effectiveness, CBS should continue building the capacity of NMHSs to be able to effectively participate in national radio-frequency coordination issues, including representing national meteorological and related needs in regional and global radio-frequency coordination processes supported by appropriate guidance material.
Action (by SG-RFC) Proposed
The meeting is requested to note Resolution 9 (EC-65) on Preserving the radio-frequency spectrum for meteorological and related environmental activities at the World Radiocommunication Conference 2015.
Draft Text for Inclusion in the SG-RFC Meeting Reports
The meeting noted the positive reaction of Executive Council to the work of SG-RFC including its Position Paper for WRC-15 and its Strategy Paper on Radio Frequency Protection for Meteorology. It further noted EC-65’s desire to continue with the capacity building exercise including appropriate guidance material. The meeting understood this to include the Guide on Radio Frequency Coordination for NMHS being developed by SG-RFC.
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Annex 1 Resolution 9 (EC-65) 
 PRESERVING THE RADIO-FREQUENCY SPECTRUM FOR METEOROLOGICAL AND RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES AT THE WORLD RADIOCOMMUNICATION CONFERENCE 2015 
THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
Recalling: 
(1) Resolution 4 (Cg-XV) – Radio Frequencies for Meteorological and Related Environmental 
Activities, 

(2) Resolution 11 (EC-64) – Radio Frequencies for Meteorological and Related Environmental Activities, 

Noting: 
(1) That the WMO observing systems comprise a wide number of different radio-based systems/applications operating in different radio services, 

(2) That the World Radiocommunication Conference of the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) is the decision-making forum for the regular review and revision of the Radio 
Regulations – an international treaty related to radio-frequency allocations and regulatory provisions applied to all radio services, 

(3) That the agenda of the World Radiocommunication Conference 2015 (WRC-15) and WMO activities concerning the Organization’s position on that agenda are being developed during the ITU preparations for WRC-15, 

Considering: 
(1) The increasing demand for meteorological and environmental data used by National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) in weather forecasting, climate monitoring, protection of the environment, and detection and mitigation of negative effects of disasters, 

(2) The important role of radio-based meteorological and environmental monitoring systems/applications in obtaining and disseminating meteorological data,

(3) The crucial importance of the allocation of radio-frequency bands and of the protection from the harmful interference of radio-frequency bands employed by space-based and surface-based WMO observing systems, 

Appreciating: 
(1) The long-standing excellent collaboration and partnership between WMO and ITU in ensuring the availability and protection of radio-frequency bands for observations, 

(2) The support of national and international meteorological agencies and organizations in radio-frequency spectrum activities, 

(3) The very active role of the Steering Group on Radio-Frequency Coordination (SG-RFC) of the WMO Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) and WMO Secretariat in safeguarding the interests of the meteorological community at WRCs,

Stressing: 
(1) The crucial importance of radio frequencies for obtaining environmental data used for weather forecasting, monitoring and prediction of climate change, 

(2) The need for absolute protection from the interference of radio-frequency bands that enable passive sensing of the atmosphere and the Earth, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Expresses its serious concern over the potential threats that some WRC-15 agenda items pose to radio-frequency bands allocated to meteorological aids, meteorological-satellite, Earth exploration- satellite and radiolocation radio services. These threats stem from the expansion of systems/applications of other radiocommunication services, in particular broadband applications of the mobile service;

Requests CBS to pursue an intensive preparation for WRC-15, in coordination with other technical commissions, especially the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation, and in collaboration with other relevant international bodies, in particular the Coordination Group for
Meteorological Satellites and the Space Frequency Coordination Group;

Requests Members to provide experts to participate in SG-RFC, the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R) and other activities related to the preparation of WRC-15;

Urges Members to take an active role in preparation for the WRC-15 and do their utmost to ensure
the availability and protection of radio-frequency bands required for meteorological and related environmental operations and research, and in particular:

(1) To participate actively in national, regional and international WRC-15 preparation activities and especially to involve experts from their Services in the work of regional telecommunication organizations and relevant ITU-R Study Groups and Working Parties;

(2) To include consideration of radio-frequency spectrum issues into regional and national implementation plans of the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS);

(3) To ensure that their national radiocommunication/radio-frequency spectrum management administrations are fully aware of the WMO position on the WRC-15 agenda;

Invites ITU Member States to pay special attention to the WMO position on the WRC-15 agenda;

Requests the Secretary-General:
(1) To give high priority to the WRC-15 preparation activities related to obtaining and preserving the radio-frequency bands essential for meteorology and related fields, in particular, through the CBS SG-RFC;

(2) To maintain the coordination role of the Secretariat in preparation for WRC-15, including participation in ITU-R meetings and WRC-15;

(3) To facilitate the coordination between NMHSs and their national radiocommunication administrations in preparing for WRC-15, by providing appropriate information and documentation.
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