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User registration procedure 
Background
During the RA-V WIS/TDCF workshop, an issue has been raised about the user registration procedure for WIS user to ensure the secure operation of WIS as a whole. The idea is to give the WIS Focal Point the right to verify the user before an account is issued for accessing the WIS system via GISC portal. Based on this idea, BoM have established the following user account management policy for the GISC Melbourne operation, which is focused on services to NMHS in RA-V.  Following is the detail of the policy.

      User Account Management

         User account creation will be performed upon request.  Anonymous user registration, although a possibility of the GISC software, is currently disabled.

         For users who are employees of the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, or as members of an Australian Organisation, an account will be created at the discretion of the GISC Melbourne operator responsible for the creation of accounts.

         For users which have identified themselves as members of countries within Region V, permission to create the account will be sought from the contact that is listed as the WIS focal point for that country.

o    If, and only if, the WIS focal point has granted permission to create the account, the account be created for the requesting user.

o    If the WIS focal point has denied permission to create the account, the requestor will be notified that the account creation has been denied by the countries WIS focal point.

o    The granting or denial of permission from the WIS focal point must be in writing – either in hard-copy or as a reply in an email – and must be stored for future references.  This may be compliment with, but may not be substituted by, any verbal permission granted or denied from the WIS focal point.

o    Any changes to accounts belonging to the member country are to be made through the WIS focal point.  This includes, but is not limited to, any decisions that arise from appeals to account creation/rejection, which are to go through the local organisational structure.

o    The creation of accounts for users of a particular country may only be endorsed by the WIS focal point.  This will include any accounts created on the behalf of anyone that may be deemed more senior or “higher up” than the WIS focal point.

         For users which have identified themselves as members of a country outside Region V, an account will be created at the discretion of the GISC Melbourne operator responsible for the creation of accounts.

         The above registration procedure is subject to change, For example, the procedure may change if an amendment or addition in Manual on WIS has occurred in relation to the policy of use of WIS.

Discussion 

The purpose of the paper is to invite the participants to have a discussion as whether such a policy is necessary at WMO community level (i.e. should this become part of WMO regulation in relation to WIS), or this is a matter for each GISC to decide what the right policy for its operation is. Given that WIS is intended to serve much wider community beyond the WMO, there is a question whether the above policy is appropriate in this context. Any comment and suggestion are welcome.
Draft text for report

The meeting noted the practices established in GISC Melbourne for user s of WIS (Doc 16). It noted that by including the WIS national focal point in the authorization processes was consistent with the Manual on WIS statement(1.1.2)  that  “each Permanent Representative with WMO shall be responsible for authorizing users of WIS” or their delegate and consistent with item (d) of the TOR of the National WIS focal points (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS/Lists_WorkGroups/CBS/cross-cutting/fp%20wis-gts/tors)
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