TT-AvXML Telecon 4 September 2013. 16Z to 1715Z
TT-AvXML
Date: 6 September 2013
1. Taking part
1. Enrico Fucile (Chair), BL Choy, Aaron Braeckel, Siegfried Fechner, Dirk Zinkhan, Matthew Peroutka, Steve Foreman (Secretary)
2. Contents of Wiki
2. The same basic structure will be used as for AvXML 1.0RC2. However, the following changes are needed:

Action: 1. Steve will restructure the release page so that the UML aspects are at the bottom, and so less prominent

Action: 2. Steve will replace the "feedback" section with one that gives an opportunity to raise issues but that does not offer a response.

3. Additional tutorials are needed for more complex examples.

Action: 3. Siegfried will provide a more complex METAR example.

Action: 4. Matt will prepare an example for a generic SIGMET.

Decision: 1. The team will decide at the meeting in Montreal whether additional examples are needed.

Action: 5. Aaron will identify examples to illustrate handling of missing data.
4. The team noted that the order of the examples is significant – the examples have been written so that later examples rely on people having understood the issues explained in earlier ones.
5. Formal documentation will be added to the wiki as it becomes available after the formal release.

3. Documentation

6. The formal documentation will need to be approved by CBS and by WMO Congress before it becomes part of WMO Technical Regulations. Congress is in May 2015. Before then, the documentation will only be "informative".

Decision: 2. The formal documentation (a new Part of the Manual on Codes) will only define the XML schemas. 

7. The Manual on Codes is available in English French, Russian and Spanish, and all text has to be translated into the four languages, including any notes within the schemas that are recorded in the text of the document.

8. The Logical Data Model is a tool to help design and maintain AvXML, and so does not need to be part of the Technical Regulations, but it does need to be published in a formal way.

Decision: 3. TT-AvXML will propose to CBS that the Logical Data Model is published it as Guidelines on Developing Data Representations as a formal WMO publication in English only.

9. At the moment there are notes within the EA system that are included as part of the schemas. Some of these notes quote Annex 3 regulations. This gave rise to the following concerns.
10. It will be difficult to maintain consistency between the notes and Annex 3.

11. The notes themselves will be included in the WMO Technical Regulations as part of the schemas and would normally then form a separate regulation, raising the possibility of unintended contradictions between regulations.

12. Duplication within the schemas where the same regulation applies to several components of the schema.

Decision: 4. The schemas and associated documentation need to make it clear that the notes are for information and that if there are differences between the Technical Regulations and the notes, the Technical Regulations take precedence.

Action: 6. Steve will explore wording to be included at the top level of the schemas to explain that the notes within the schemas have no formal status.

Action: 7. Choy will remove "shalls" from the notes in the UML (where these are not direct quotes of Annex 3)
4. Model issues

13. The current Tech Regs require runway visual range maxima and minima to be reported, but the schemas only allow the mean. Post meeting note – this was intentional and matches the changes introduced by Amendment 76 that comes into force at the same time that exchange in XML is permitted.
14. Handling of missing values within the schema is inconsistent. Sometimes the indicator is Boolean, and sometimes multiple-choice.
Decision: 5. The approach to handling missing values will be discussed in the next teleconference and the decision included in the model before 16 September.
15. Changes to the text of the notes should be done in EA so that all subsequent products are consistent.
5. Release time table

Decision: 6. The aim is to release 1.0 in the week commencing 23 September.

Decision: 7. Model changes need to be finalised by 16 September to give Choy time to generate the schemas.
Action: 8. When the schemas are ready, Choy must give Patrick Simon a copy of the schemas so that he can check the METAR to XML translation still works.

Action: 9. Authors of tutorials will need to update them after the schemas have been generated.

16. The team noted that issues are likely to be identified between the official release and AvXML being included in Technical Regulations. This means that the formal version that becomes part of Technical Regulations will be version 1.1 that addresses issues identified before the documentation for the CBS session is finalized (June 2014 for the documentation to be provided to CBS).
Action: 10. Enrico is to identify someone to check the registry contents.
6. Actions

Action: 1.
Steve will restructure the release page so that the UML aspects are at the bottom, and so less prominent
Action: 2.
Steve will replace the "feedback" section with one that gives an opportunity to raise issues but that does not offer a response.
Action: 3.
Siegfried will provide a more complex METAR example.
Action: 4.
Matt will prepare an example for a generic SIGMET.
Action: 5.
Aaron will identify examples to illustrate handling of missing data.
Action: 6.
Steve will explore wording to be included at the top level of the schemas to explain that the notes within the schemas have no formal status.
Action: 7.
Choy will remove "shalls" from the notes in the UML (where these are not direct quotes of Annex 3)
Action: 8.
When the schemas are ready, Choy must give Patrick Simon a copy of the schemas so that he can check the METAR to XML translation still works.
Action: 9.
Authors of tutorials will need to update them after the schemas have been generated.
Action: 10.
Enrico is to identify someone to check the registry contents.


7. Decisions

Decision: 1.
The team will decide at the meeting in Montreal whether additional examples are needed.
Decision: 2.
The formal documentation (a new Part of the Manual on Codes) will only define the XML schemas.  The Manual on Codes is available in English French, Russian and Spanish, and all text has to be translated into the four languages, including any notes within the schemas that are recorded in the text of the document.
Decision: 3.
The Logical Data Model is a tool to help design and maintain AvXML, and so does not need to be part of the Technical Regulations, but it does need to be published in a formal way. The mechanism to do this is to publish it as Guidelines on Developing Data Representations as a formal WMO publication in English only.
Decision: 4.
The schemas and associated documentation need to make it clear that the notes are for information and that if there are differences between the Technical Regulations and the notes, the Technical Regulations take precedence.
Decision: 5.
The approach to handling missing values will be discussed in the next teleconference and the decision included in the model before 16 September.
Decision: 6.
The aim is to release 1.0 in the week commencing 23 September.
Decision: 7.
Model changes need to be finalised by 16 September to give Choy time to generate the schemas.


