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Incorrect use of abbreviated headings
(Submitted by the Secretariat)

Summary and Purpose of the Document
This document contains a proposal concerning the conformity to the tables C6 and C7.
ACTION PROPOSED

The meeting is invited:

· To consider the recommendation to replace existing Oceanographic headings to appropriate headings in accordance with the tables C6 and C7 of Attachment II-5 in the Manual on the GTS.
Background
1. As the migration of TDCF is implementing, some centres have started transmitting new TDCF bulletins into the GTS with headings which had not been allocated in the tables C6 and C7 of Attachment II-5 to the Manual on the GTS.  
Misunderstanding headings at some centres
2. BUFR SHIP 
· The heading for BUFR SHIP is allocated T1T2A1 = “ISS” in the table C6 A-II-5 to the Manual on the GTS.  Meteo France has been using IOV for its BUFR SHIP bulletins.
· The heading for its BUFR SHIP bulletins should be harmonized with table C6 and changed from “IOV” to “ISS”
3. BUFR BATHY/TESAC/TRACKOB
· The heading for BUFR TRACKOB is allocated T1T2A1 = “IOR” in the table C6.  JMA has been using IOX for its BUFR TRACKOB bulletins.
· The heading for its BUFR TRACKOB bulletins should be harmonized table C6 and changed from “IOX” to “IOR”
4. BUFR BUOY
· The heading for BUFR BUOY is allocated T1T2A1 = “IOB” in the table C6.  US Argos Global Processing Centre (KARS) and the French Argos Global Processing Centre in Toulouse have been using IOZ for reporting BUOY reports in BUFR for a long time.

· The headings for their BUFR BUOY bulletins should be harmonized with table C6 and changed from IOZ to IOB.
Recommendations
5. The meeting propose each centre to take action to change their abbreviated headings of the bulletins in accordance with the tables C6 and C7 of Attachment II-5 to the Manual on the GTS.
6. The meeting noted that each centre should announce their changes by the advanced notification NOXX02 LSSW two months before the changing.  See part-II paragraph 5.1 in the Manual on the GTS.
"Notification of amendments shall be sent to the Secretariat at least two months in advance of the effective date of the change."
