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Status Report of WIS centres - Germany
Management Summary
The following document summaries the activities of GISC Offenbach since the last ET-WISC meeting in 2012. GISC Offenbach has established a direct circuit to each operational GISC. Since July 2012 GISC Offenbach acts as operational gateway for the WIS metadata into GEOSS. In October 2012 GISC Offenbach holds a jointed WIS Workshop with the Turkish State Meteorological Service together. GISC Offenbach is setting up direct circuits and performing peer reviews of metadata with all organizations who nominate GISC Offenbach as Principal GISC. Furthermore GISC Offenbach developed with GISC Moscow a (regional) backup concept and with GISC Tokyo a backup concept facilitating the Internet.  End of March 2013 GISC Offenbach started with a closed FTP Server dissemination tested and in July 2013 launched a tool for automatic metadata generation.
GISC activities and timeline
GISC Offenbach has established a direct circuit to each operational GISC and is in touch with the other GISCs where we currently do not have a circuit. For fulfilling the 24h cache requirement we are actively requesting all missing bulletins. In the framework of this procedure we recognized an improvement in the up-to-dateness of VolC1 and the data availability at our centre. 
GISC Offenbach is setting up direct circuits to all organizations who nominate GISC Offenbach as Principal GISC. We are asking each organization uploading all data and bulletins intended for global exchange to ensure that the data are available in the unlikely case that we do not receive the data through their associated RTH. Furthermore we are performing peer reviews of their metadata and providing consultancy services for the metadata management.
Since July 2012 GISC Offenbach acts as operational gateway for the WIS metadata into GEOSS (1).
Since March 2013 GISC Offenbach runs a closed FTP Server dissemination test. In the framework of this test we invited several centres to participate. The FTP Server consists of 2 different file trees and offers in addition a directory where we publish every 2 minutes an archive with all data of our AMDCN. We are addressing the following use-cases with the FTP Server: 
· Dissemination in case of backup scenario
· Dissemination of high-volume data
· Providing an easy accessible source for other GISCs to retrieve all data of our AMDCN. 
In July 2013 we launched our automatic metadata generator. The automatic metadata generator offers the possibility to generate metadata based on the latest entries of VolC1 and List of Additional Products. Furthermore our users can upload an Advanced Notification File and generate metadata based on this information (2) and (3). 
GISC Backup activities
In October 2012 Roshydromet and DWD signed a mutual bilateral backup agreement. In the framework of this agreement we had bilateral workshops and we developed together a GISC Backup concept. The GISC Backup concept consists of 2 phases - Phase 1 deals with data collection and Phase 2 deals with data dissemination. Phase 1 will be finished soon and for Phase 2 we are running test. For monitoring the status of the backup Rosyhdromet and DWD will have an operational GISC Backup workshop later this year.
JMA and DWD have been developing a backup concept using Internet. The concept contains also 2 phases but is addressing the interregional aspects. We plan to finish the proof-of-concept end of August 2013.
Both concepts identified the need to agree on a common message format in the 24h cache (4).    
Capacity building in its Area of Responsibility and WIS JumpStart Offers
GISC Offenbach is strongly committed to capacity building because WIS introduces a couple of new methods and concepts like Discovery, Access and Retrieval metadata or flexible subscription services. For this reason GISC Offenbach organized a number of workshops and participates on WIS JumpStart Offers. Please find below a list of the events in 2012: 
· April 2012 – WIS Jumpstart Offer, Republic Hydrometeorological Institute of Serbia
· October 2012 – Jointed WIS Workshop Turkish State Meteorological Service 
Furthermore GISC Offenbach supports WIS related projects like BALTRAD+. 
GISC Offenbach performs together with members who nominate GISC Offenbach as Principal GISC peer-reviews of their metadata and provides consultancy services in metadata management. 
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Recommended Text 
The meeting noted the reported activities of GISC Offenbach presented by Mr. Markus Heene.
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