Annotated agenda for WIS catalogue synchronisation testing. (for CBS)
Teleconference on Wednesday 18th of August 8:00am GMT, WMO WEBEX system

List of participants:

Lipeng, Jiang CMA

Markus Heene, DWD

Siegfried Fechner, DWD

Jose Mauro de Rezende, INMET

Eizi Toyoda, JMA

Timo Proescholdt, WMO

Documents:
· OAI-PMH Q&A for WIS (Eizi Toyoda)

· http://www.gisc.kishou.go.jp/pages/doc/wisin.html 

1) opening of the meeting (~5 min)
Make sure everybody is there and able to communicate. Welcome participants.

2) Discussion of testplan (~20 min)
a. Duration of the test

b. Test scenario & monitoring

i. Metadata insertion

ii. Metadata modification

iii. Metadata deletion
iv. Invalid metadatadata

c. Issues

The meeting will discuss the aim of the WIS center synchronization test. The goal is to run a continuous metadata synchronization over a period of 4 weeks. The testmetadata (to be generated) will be updated manually and regularly by all centers during the time of the test and the status of the synchronization checked on the next day. The results should be written into a central website (a WIKI for example).
Specific issues to be discussed are: Which metadata should be used for the testing? It has to be made sure that the test does not interfere with the operational data. Should WMO core profile 1.1 or 1.2 be used? Fileids and filenames should be “artificial” so that they do not interfere with existing data. Since real operational data does not change much, it is probably not wise to use it for the test. Since the updates to the testdata will be made manually, it has to be made sure they are done with the necessary frequency and that the results are written down. The meeting should agree on a sort of test procedure, by which the type of change (update,insertion,deletion), the result and the time are tracked. There are special cases, such as HongKong or EUMETSAT, which have several GISCs. This can be a problem for GISCs during the OAI synchronization, because the same metadata record can occur in different OAI sets.
3) Discussion of options for catalogue synchronisation (~5 min)
a. Full-mesh

b. Structured connectivity

c. Ring

So far only any two GISCs have been synchronized. Synchronization of more than two GISCs is a bit more complicated. There are currently three proposals on how this could be done. (see OAI Q&A in the Documents section for details). 
In the Full-Mesh approach each GISC harvests only the metadata of the other GISC’s area of responsibility from any other GISC. Each GISC needs two OAI sets, one for the full catalogue and another one containing only the metadata of its area of responsibility. 
The Structured-Connectivity is based on the Full-Mesh, with the difference that not each GISC harvests from any other GISC, but some GISCs harvest the data of another GISC’s area of responsibility via a third GISC. (GISC A harvests GISC C’s data from GISC B). This requires that each GISC have one OAI set for every other GISC, plus a set for itself and one for the whole catalogue. When GISC A harvests from GISC B, it has to put GISC B’s data into the OAI set corresponding to GISC B (from which GISC B’s data can then be harvested by someone else via GISC A).
In the Ring approach, every GISC only has one link to a “successor”, so that a “ring” containing all the GISCs is formed. The catalogue synchronization starts at GISC 0 with an empty catalogue. GISC 0 adds the metadata of its area of responsibility to the catalogue and passes it on to its successor, which in turn adds its data and passes it on until the last GISC is reached. The catalogue is now complete and is synced to each GISC. Ring requires two OAI sets. One, only accessible by its “successor”, contains the metadata it got from its “predecessor” plus the data of its area of responsibility. The other contains the full catalogue. Ring also requires some kind of clock and status tracking so that GISCs know when the synchronization has been completed.
4) Discussion of steps needed to ready GISC software for synching (~20 min)
a. OAI providers

b. OAI harvesters

The concrete steps to be taken depend on the exact synchronization procedure (point 3), but all procedures will require multiple OAI sets and the ability to put harvested data into OAI sets depending on the harvesting source. Each GISC should (of course) be able to tell which metadata it is responsible for. 
There should be a common naming schema for the OAI-sets.

5) Timeline  (~10 min)
a. Date of implementation of necessary changes

b. Date of beginning of the tests

c. Date of follow up telecom
The meeting should discuss the time needed for preparations. The tests are tentatively scheduled to begin in September so that the results can be used at the CBS in November. A follow up conference might be scheduled for the week after this teleconference to track progress and address issues.
6) Any other business

7) Closure

