Summary for ET-CTS Teleconference Thursday 21 March 2013
Noon to 2pm (Geneva Time) / 1100-1300 (UTC)
Participants:
Rémy Giraud (Chair), Ilona Glaser (Co-chair), Jose Luis Gianni, Cumbi Hugues Ayina Alkilotan, Geoff Molloy, Peter Silva, Lang Hongliang, Colum Grant, Yoritsugi Ohno, Hyuk Yin Yun, Sung Soo Do, Sunghoi Huh, Arash Haghighi, Kevin Alder

Secretariat: David Thomas, Timo Pröscholdt

1. Agenda

Remy introduced himself and the proposed agenda to the group. The agenda is given in annex one.

2. Round the table introduction
The meeting noted that the list of members is provided online at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS/Lists_WorkGroups/CBS/opag%20iss/et-cts/members. Participants introduced themselves, noting what role they play in telecommunications infrastructure in their own organization.

3. Presentation of the reference documents

3.1 The name and terms of reference (TOR) of ET-CTS were updated at CBS-15. The TOR are online at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/CBS/Lists_WorkGroups/CBS/opag%20iss/et-cts/tors. The new name is the Expert Team on Telecommunications Infrastructure but for simplicity and in order to recognise the continuity of the work of ET-CTS that the label of the group remained as ET-CTS.   The meeting briefly reviewed the TOR and membership then moved onto the deliverables document.

3.2 Remy introduced the deliverables document (http://wis.wmo.int/doc=2157). Actual membership of the activities will be discussed under agenda item five, allocation of experts to tasks.
4. Progress reports on Tasks

CTS/a/1 – IPv6 : Remy noted that this initiative was firmly established at the ET-CTS 2012 (http://wis.wmo.int/page=et_cts_meeting2012). Ilona and Timo are now the project leaders and Yoritsugi   and Oliver Gorwits (ECMWF) are team members. Work has been progressing on engaging others in a pilot project. The aim of the task over the next five years is to enable the usage of IPv6 for WIS/GTS related exchanges. The main focus of the initiative will be to assess the current situation with respect to IPv6 at WMO Members, to conduct a pilot project to exchange meteorological data using IPv6, to update the WMO Regulatory Material, as well as to develop a capacity development strategy for IPv6.
Remy used this item to describe the meaning of the columns in the table, in particular the Deliverable, Activity, Members and Status report. The meeting noted that the Outcome column could be updated to better reflect the target outcome of the activities. For example, the IPv6 Initiative could have an outcome something like “WIS Centres are able to exchange via IPv4 and IPv6 by 2018. Remy will review the Outcomes after the meeting.

Timo reported on the progress noting that the questionnaire was out and that the team had had various teleconferences. He noted that several volunteers had been found to participate in the pilot project.
CTS/a/2 – Multicast for the GISCs: Remy noted that this project is investigating the use of multicast for sharing of information between GISCs in order to save GISCs having to sequentially send information multiple times when it is required to be sent to all GISCs. Given that there are 15 GISC designated by Congress XVI, this solution could potentially lessen the communication loads on GISCs. Presently EUMETSAT and ECMWF are investigating multicast solutions, but a team needs to be established within the group, probably with Remy as the task leader.
CTS/a/3 – Design principles for the WIS data communication structure: Remy questioned the difference between this task and CTS/a/7 which focuses on the WIS Core Network. The meeting noted that the activities in CTS/a/3, with their attention on the inclusion of GISCs in the RMDCN, were really focused on the WIS core network at this time rather than the overall design and architecture of WIS communication networks. It noted that CTS/a/7 is more a sub-task of CTS/a/3. There is a need to review the tasks and set CTS/a/3 to incorporate all communication structures across WIS and CTS/a/7 to be restricted to the WIS Core Network (ie the network connecting GISCs). 
The meeting noted that the RMDCN Task Team will be invited to report to CTS/a/7 task due to its involvement in the management of the RMDCN which also provides the WIS core network, while other RMTN
 managers will primarily be contributing to Task CTS/a/3. 

The meeting further noted that these activities will incorporate both network and associated applications such as network and traffic monitoring practices, security, etc.

Remy reported that the RMDCN Next Generation project was proceeding and that he was working with GISCs to ensure they are able to participate as early as possible, preferabley as part os the Initial Deployment (1st phase of the project with the migration of all connected countries to the new provider) .

CTS/a/4 – Pilot revision of WMO No. 386, Vol II, sections B.I-1 to B.I-15: This activity was initiated at the 2012 meeting and initially involved Cumbi Hugues reviewing the relevant parts of GTS manual Vol II for RA I. The meeting noted that RA II is also working on this issue and reported to the recent RA II-16 session. The aim of this project is twofold. The primary goal is to see how much work is involved in updating the long out of date Manual on GTS Vol II, the secondary is to see if there is any need for Vol II. 

CTS/a/5 – Contribute to the development of WIS educational requirements and capacity building led by ET-WISC: Dave advised to the meeting that it is being planned to develop a WIS capacity building strategy under the lead of ET-WISC. This will include the development of a WIS curriculum as well as identifying proficiency skills needed by managers and technicians working on WIS components. It is expected to hold a workshop, facilitated by a professional training expert. It is expected this workshop will be in the first week of October in Geneva and that ET-CTS will provide suitable experts to support the network and communications components of this ET-WISC led activity and a participant in the workshop.
CTS/a/6 – Contribute to the development of WIS monitoring requirements led by ET-WISC: Dave advised to the meeting that it is being planned to develop WIS monitoring requirements, standards and practices under the lead of ET-WISC. This will involve all ICT-ISS expert teams and it is expected to hold a workshop, facilitated by an experienced monitoring expert. It is expected this workshop will be in the November 4-10 in Geneva and that ET-CTS will provide suitable experts to support the network and communications components of this ET-WISC led activity and a participant in the workshop.
CTS/a/7 – Development and maintenance of WIS Core Network: See notes on CTS/a/3 on WIS data communication structure.

CTS/a/8 – Develop a coordination mechanism for users and suppliers of satellite data collection systems (Satcom): Remy highlighted that this is a new and evolving task identified by Congress related to establishing a user forum for Data Collection Services such as the Data Collection Platform system (DCP) provided by EUMETSAT. The meeting noted the report of the first SATCOM user forum meeting held in April 2012 in Toulouse (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/Satcom1_Toulouse2012/Satcom-Prep-Final-Report.doc) and that CBS will take the lead on this forum which had much of its roots in the JCOMM community. It noted that CBS has identified ET-CTS as the appropriate group of experts to allocate the management of this activity. Remy suggested that Colum with his contacts in EUMETSAT might be an ideal task lead for ET-CTS. Colum agreed to follow up on the documentation and consult with his colleagues to get a better understanding of the task and will get back to Remy.
5. Allocation of Experts to Tasks

Participation of experts in the various tasks is voluntary but all are welcome to participate in any of the tasks. Remy requested all members (including associated) and experts to review the TOR and list of eight tasks in the Deliverables documents and to let him know what tasks they are interested in participating and to what level. He will summarise the responses to identify the formal task contributors. People should have their preferences into Remy by 10 April and he and Ilona will endeavour to get back to the group in a couple of weeks. He would also like people to indicate their relevant experience to the tasks they identify with to aid the chairs in their analysis.

6. Any other business
Tools

Remy reported that the WIS Wiki has now been used by Expert Teams now for a number of years and has been a satisfactory tool. The ET-CTS wiki page is at http://wis.wmo.int/page=ET-CTS and Remy has established working page for ET-CTS at http://wis.wmo.int/page=Working_Area_2013. The meeting agreed to continue to use the wiki and noted that to comment on the pages or access material that is not publicly available requires a login for the Wiki. It noted that any person who does not have a wiki access login should email wis-help@wmo.int and ask for a login. 
Remy noted that other ETs are using the WMO Trello (http://trello.com) which is a task management tool. He was not in favour of using this tool for ET-CTS but noted that it was available for the task groups to use if they wish. Task leaders should contact Dave at wis-help@wmo.int and ask about setting up a project board for their purposes.

The meeting noted the use of Webex was very positive although this meeting had problems with feedback from peoples’ phones not being muted. It noted that this particular case was a little unusual because the secretariat was not able to log into the host session due to conflict with another meeting and that the secretariat would normally have muted the noisy phones remotely. If agreed to the continued use of WMO’s Webex but encouraged people to use the computer interface so that desktops can be shared and meeting can have visual aids. Also, it is essential that people mute their phones or microphones when not speaking, especially with such large numbers as on this teleconference.
Next Meeting

Remy reported that he hopes to hold a physical meeting of the group in the first quarter of 2014. Timing is still to be advised, and will depend a little on the timing of ICT-ISS and CBS management Group meetings. He asked Dave to provide more definite times for these meetings once known. He expects to hold at least two more Webex meetings before the physical meeting. The next Webex will be in either June or September 2013.

7. Closure of meeting

Remy thanked all for participating in the meeting and summarised that the key action now is for people to provide him with their preferences and supporting comments for which tasks they wish to participate in by 10 April.
Annex 1 – Proposed Agenda
1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 
1.1 Opening of the meeting

1.2 Adoption of the agenda

2. TOUR OF THE VIRTUAL TABLE

As we have many new members in the group, each person on the call will have the opportunity to introduce him/herself
3. PRESENTATION OF THE REFERENCE DOCUMENTS
3.1 Terms of reference

3.2 Deliverables 

4. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE TASKS
4.1 CTS/a/1 - IPv6

4.2 CTS/a/2 - Multicast

4.3 CTS/a/3 - WIS Core Network progress

4.4 Others

5. ALLOCATION OF EXPERTS TO THE VARIOUS TASKS
Based on the skillset of the members, we will start allocating the tasks. The aim is to, at least, agree on each task leader.
6. Any Other Business

Discussion on working tools and use of the wiki.
7. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

� RMTN is a Regional Meteorological Telecommunication Network. The RMDCN is an example of RMTN





