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	AFRICAN GROUP PRELIMINARY POSITION ON WRC-15 AGENDA ITEMS
RELATED TO FREQUENCY BANDS OR ISSUES OF PRIME INTEREST OR CONCERNS FOR METEOROLOGY AND THE RELATED FIELDS


Introduction
In preparation for the World Radio Conference , the African Group meets under the auspices of the African Telecommunication union (ATU) for development of the African Common Proposals (AFCP) , in order to present a common vision of the continent on the way it wishes to organize frequency spectrum to satisfy its radio communication requirements.

The ATU comprises of 46 member countries and 16 Associate members. Six countries are in the North, sixteen in the South (SADC), ten in the East (EACO), ten in Central (CEMAC) and fourteen in the West. Individual member countries and regional groups develop their positions on the WRC agenda items before they assemble to discuss the African group preliminary positions which finally lead to the AFCP.
The First preparatory meeting of the African group for the WRC-15 will be held sometimes in February/March 2013. No preliminary position has been reached for the African Group on any of the WRC- 15 Agenda items. In Kenya, for example, the National Preparatory committee (NPC) for the WRC- 15 is yet to be constituted.
 Consequently the list in Annex 1 is submitted without a preliminary position for the African Group but will be updated for consecutive SG-RFC meetings. Annex 2 gives the membership of ATU.
ANNEX 1

AFRICAN GROUP PRELIMINARY POSITIONS ON WRC-15 AGENDA ITEMS
RELATED TO FREQUENCY BANDS OR ISSUES OF PRIME INTEREST OR CONCERNS FOR METEOROLOGY AND THE RELATED FIELDS
	WRC-15 Agenda Item
	Preliminary African Group position

	1.1 to consider additional spectrum allocations to the mobile service on a primary basis and identification of additional frequency bands for International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT) and related regulatory provisions, to facilitate the development of terrestrial mobile broadband applications, in accordance with Resolution  233 [COM6/8] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.3 to review and revise Resolution 646 (Rev.WRC‑12) for broadband public protection and disaster relief (PPDR), in accordance with Resolution 648 [COM6/11] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.5 to consider the use of frequency bands allocated to the fixed-satellite service not subject to Appendices 30, 30A and 30B for the control and non-payload communications of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) in non-segregated airspaces, in accordance with Resolution 153 [COM6/13] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.6 to consider possible additional primary allocations:
1.6.1 to the fixed-satellite service (Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth) of 250 MHz in the range between 10 GHz and 17 GHz in Region 1;
1.6.2 to the fixed-satellite service (Earth-to-space) of 250 MHz in Region 2 and 300 MHz in Region 3 within the range 13-17 GHz;
and review the regulatory provisions on the current allocations to the fixed-satellite service within each range, taking into account the results of ITU‑R studies, in accordance with Resolutions 151 [COM6/4] (WRC‑12) and 152 [COM6/5] (WRC‑12), respectively;
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.8 to review the provisions relating to earth stations located on board vessels (ESVs), based on studies conducted in accordance with Resolution 909 [COM6/14] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.9 to consider, in accordance with Resolution 758 [COM6/15] (WRC‑12):
1.9.1 possible new allocations to the fixed-satellite service in the frequency bands 7 150-7 250 MHz (space-to-Earth) and 8 400-8 500 MHz (Earth-to-space), subject to appropriate sharing conditions;
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.9.2 the possibility of allocating the bands 7 375-7 750 MHz and 8 025-8 400 MHz to the maritime-mobile satellite service and additional regulatory measures, depending on the results of appropriate studies;
	

	1.10 to consider spectrum requirements and possible additional spectrum allocations for the mobile-satellite service in the Earth-to-space and space-to-Earth directions, including the satellite component for broadband applications, including International Mobile Telecommunications (IMT), within the frequency range from 22 GHz to 26 GHz, in accordance with Resolution 234 [COM6/16] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.11 to consider a primary allocation for the Earth exploration-satellite service (Earth-to-space) in the 7-8 GHz range, in accordance with Resolution 650 [COM6/17]  (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.12 to consider an extension of the current worldwide allocation to the Earth exploration-satellite (active) service in the frequency band 9 300-9 900 MHz by up to 600 MHz within the frequency bands 8 700-9 300 MHz and/or 9 900-10 500 MHz, in accordance with Resolution 651 [COM6/18] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.15 to consider spectrum demands for on-board communication stations in the maritime mobile service in accordance with Resolution 358 [COM6/3] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.16 to consider regulatory provisions and spectrum allocations to enable possible new Automatic Identification System (AIS) technology applications and possible new applications to improve maritime radiocommunication in accordance with Resolution 360 [COM6/21] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	1.17 to consider possible spectrum requirements and regulatory actions, including appropriate aeronautical allocations, to support wireless avionics intra-communications (WAIC), in accordance with Resolution 423 [COM6/22] (WRC‑12);
	No Preliminary Position 

	7 to consider possible changes, and other options, in response to Resolution 86 (Rev. Marrakesh, 2002) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, an advance publication, coordination, notification and recording procedures for frequency assignments pertaining to satellite networks, in accordance with Resolution 86 (Rev.WRC‑07) to facilitate rational, efficient, and economical use of radio frequencies and any associated orbits, including the geostationary‑satellite orbit;
	No Preliminary Position 

	9 to consider and approve the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention:
· 9.1
on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since WRC‑12:
	No Preliminary Position 

	9.1.1 – Protection of the systems operating in the mobile-satellite service in the band 406-406.1 MHz (Resolution 205 (Rev.WRC-12));
	

	9.1.2 – Studies on possible reduction of the coordination arc and technical criteria used in application of No. 9.41 in respect of coordination under No. 9.7 (Resolution 756 [COM5/5] (WRC-12));
	

	9.1.5 – Consideration of technical and regulatory actions in order to support existing and future operation of fixed‑satellite service earth stations within the band 3 400-4 200 MHz, as an aid to the safe operation of aircraft and reliable distribution of meteorological information in some countries in Region 1 (Resolution 154 [COM6/24] (WRC-12));
	

	9.1.8 – Regulatory aspects for nano- and picosatellites (Resolution 757 [COM6/10] (WRC‑12));
	No Preliminary Position 

	10 to recommend to the Council items for inclusion in the agenda for the next WRC, and to give its views on the preliminary agenda for the subsequent conference and on possible agenda items for future conferences, in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention, (Resolution 808 [COM6/7] (WRC-12));
	No Preliminary Position 


ANNEX 2
AFTRICAN TELECOMUNICATION UNION (ATU) MEMBERS

The ATU has 46 member states and 16 associate members. The 46 member states include:

	Region
	Number of
 countries
	Name of countries

	North Africa
	6
	Algeria ,Egypt ,Libya ,Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania

	Southern Africa
	6
	Lesotho, Malawi, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia

Zimbabwe 



	Central Africa
	10
	Angola , Burundi , Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo , Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome & Principe 



	Easter Africa
	10
	Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda 



	West Africa
	14
	Benin,  Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo 


The 16 associate members include:

1. Cameroon Telecommunications (CAMTEL) 

2. Ivory Coast Telecom 

3. Sudan Telecom Company Limited (SUDATEL) - Sudan 

4. Loteny Telecom - Ivory Coast 

5. Botswana Telecommunications Authority (BTA) - Botswana 

6. Safaricom Limited - Kenya 

7. Telkom Kenya Ltd - Kenya 

8. Telecom Lesotho (PTY) Ltd - Lesotho 

9. P.Q. Africa - South Africa 

10. Vodacom (PTY) Limited - South Africa 

11. Zanzibar Telecom Limited (ZANTEL) - Tanzania 

12. Tanzania Telecommunications Company Limited (TTCL) - Tanzania 

13. Ghana Telecommunications Company Ltd - Ghana 

14. Mauritius Telecom Ltd - Mauritius 

15. Telecom Egypt - Egypt 

16. INFOTEL Consulting - Nigeria 
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