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Information for Delegates
General

The Steering Group for Radio Frequency Coordination meeting will be held in Ottawa, Canada from 22 to 25 January 2013, at the Lord Elgin Hotel. 
Meeting Venue

The Lord Elgin Hotel (www.lordelgin.ca) is the confirmed venue for the The Steering Group for Radio Frequency Coordination meeting to be held in Ottawa, Canada from 22 to 25 January 2013.
The meeting will be held in Boardroom 200 and participants will have access to complimentary hi-speed internet.  The meeting agenda and link to meeting documents will be forwarded under a separate cover.
Guestrooms
A block of rooms has been reserved under the Group Name “Environment Canada” or “SG-RFC” from October 12th to December 22, 2012.  Please make your own reservation by contacting 1-800-267-4298 or direct at the hotel at +1-613-235-3333 or by e-mail at reservations@lordelgin.ca.  Cancellations must occur prior to 4pm on the day of arrival to avoid penalty.  To access the room block/rate when making an on-line booking, please visit: https://booking.ihotelier.com/istay/istay.jsp?groupID=878564&hotelID=12200.
Guestrooms feature high ceilings and windows that open to enjoy Ottawa's fresh air.  All rooms feature crisp white linens, pillow menu, new 42” flatscreen TV’s, complimentary Globe and Mail newspaper and complimentary coffee/ tea service.  High speed and wireless internet are complimentary. In many rooms mini fridges are available for your convenience.

A special rate of $149 CAD plus taxes has been negotiated.
Note: The above mentioned rates are for traditional one and two-bedded guestrooms.  Please provide credit card information in order to guarantee your reservation.  Taxes in Ontario are 13%.  A possible Destination Marketing Fee of 3% may be implemented.  There is no additional charge for extra guests. 
Entry formalities

Passports must be valid six months beyond the expected departure date for entry into Canada.  A visa may be required dependant on country of origin (visit www.cic.gc.ca or call 1-888-242-2100 for up to date information on Visa requirements).  Note that additional visas may be required if routing through the United States before arrival in Canada.
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Electricity

Electric current in Canada is 60 cycles, 110 volts.  The plug is three pronged with a round ground and polarized.  An adapter is required for personal appliances using other currents such as the European 220 volts.  Most Computers operate on both 110 or 220 Volts and therefore should only need a North American Plug adapter.
Mobile Phone Connection

Mobile phone operators in Canada have roaming agreements with most overseas operators. 
Currency

The official currency of Canada is the Canadian Dollar.  US Dollars may be accepted at some outlets but at a significant premium.  Canadian and American traveller’s cheques can be cashed at the hotel; however the front desk keeps a limited amount of cash on hand.  Alternatively, there is a kiosk at the Rideau Centre (shopping mall) which is approx. 5 minute walk away.  Regular banking hours are Monday to Friday, 9:30am to 5:00pm (some branches are open until 8:00pm).  Many banks are open Saturdays until 2 or 3pm but closed Sundays and holidays.    Trust companies and currency exchanges may be open longer, as well as on Saturdays.  ATM (automatic banking) machines are easily available throughout the city and are accessible at all hours. 

1 USD = 0.98 CAD

1 CAD = 1.02 USD
Transportation to Ottawa 
Ottawa MacDonald-Cartier International Airport – YOW – (http://ottawa-airport.ca/)
· 15 kilometers (9 miles) to the hotel 

· Taxi from Airport to downtown Ottawa – $30 CAD approx.
· Car rentals located in the Parkade, across the street from the passenger terminal building.
Via Rail (Ottawa train station – XDS)
· Daily service between Toronto, Montreal and Quebec City
· 5 kilometres (3 miles) to the hotel
Sightseeing (http://www.ottawatourism.ca/en/visitors/what-to-do/tours-and-sightseeing)
Top attractions include:
· Parliament Hill
· National Gallery of Canada
· National Arts Centre

· Canadian Museum of Civilization

· Canadian War Museum

· Canadian Museum of Nature

· Laurier House

· Rideau Hall
· Rideau Canada

Local climate
Climate data for the period of the session in Ottawa is listed below:


Mean precipitation (rain and snow)
: 130 mm


Mean humidity


:  75.0%


Mean temperature


: -9.0 °C


Maximum temperature

: -6.0 °C


Minimum temperature

: -14.0 °C

Point of Contact
For further information regarding the local organization of this event please contact:
M. Gilles Fournier

Meteorological Service of Canada

Environment Canada

Gilles.Fournier@ec.gc.ca

Telephone +1.613.992.0794

Cell +1.613.355.5109
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