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SUMMARY

	ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED:

This document addresses:

1. The structure of CBS – OPAGS: Draft Terms of Reference for Expert Teams of the CBS OPAG on Public Weather Services (PWS); and 
2. New titles for PWS Expert Teams.
ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

None

DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

· To consider, for approval, proposed ToRs and titles for Expert Teams of the CBS OPAG on PWS.
REFERENCE(S):
1. Report of the ICT/PWS meeting (Montreal, Canada, 23 – 27 April 2012)

2. Report of the meeting of the CBS OPAG on “PWS Expert Team PWS in Support of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation” (Beijing, China, 17 – 21 October 2011.

3. Report of the meeting of the CBS OPAG on PWS “Expert Team on Communication, Outreach and Public Education Aspects of PWS”, (Mombasa, Kenya, from 5 to 9 December 2011);
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Recommendations for CBS-XV to approve new ToRs and titles for Expert Teams of the CBS OPAG on PWS.
4.1  The CBS Management Group (MG) considered the new ToRs as proposed by the PWS Expert Team on “PWS in Support of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (ET/DPM)” during their meeting (Beijing, China, 17 – 21 October 2011). The CBS MG agreed to recommend to CBS-XV to approve the new ToRs (Annex I);
4.2 The CBS MG noted that the “PWS Implementation and Coordination Team (ICT)” had proposed a more appropriate title for ET/DPM in consideration of both WMO guidance and the new draft set of ToRs. The draft title chosen was “PWS Expert Team on Meeting User Needs in Reducing the Impacts of Hydrometeorological Hazards”.The CBS MG agreed to propose the new title to CBS-XV for endorsement.
4.3 The MG also considered the new ToRs as proposed by the PWS “Expert Team on Communication, Outreach and Public Education Aspects of PWS (ET/COPE)”, (Mombasa, Kenya, from 5 to 9 December 2011). The MG agreed to recommend to CBS-XV to approve the new ToRs (Annex II).
4.4 The MG noted that in reviewing the ToRs, the ET/COPE had decided to change its title to the “Expert Team on Communication, Outreach and Public Education Aspects of Public Weather Services Delivery”. The CBS MG agreed to recommend the new title to CBS-XV for endorsement.
4.5 The CBS MG noted that the Expert Team on Services and Products Improvement (ET/SPI) would meet in August 2012 and was expected to review its ToRs and title for consideration by CBS-XV. 
ANNEX I
DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE (TORS) FOR THE PWS “Expert Team on Meeting User Needs in Reducing the Impacts of Hydrometeorological Hazards”

a. Monitor and report on the progress of recent initiatives of the Expert Team;

b. Develop a template for an agreement document for fostering collaboration and partnership between National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) and Disaster Management Authority (DMA) organizations;

c. Provide guidance to NMHSs on how to develop impact based information, forecast, and warning services on various time scales for Weather, Climate and Water (WCW) hazards;

d. Keep under review the development of cross-border exchange of warnings with reference to the published WMO Guidelines;

e. Monitor and survey the usefulness of the work of the Expert Team in assisting NMHSs to deliver improved products and services in reducing impact of WCW hazards;

f. Engage other WMO Programmes, PWS Expert Teams, CBS OPAGs and Technical Commissions (TCs) to determine common areas of interest and possible collaboration;

g. Assist NMHSs with the definition and development of work force competencies needed to effectively interact with the user community in the context of reducing impact of WCW hazards;

h. Develop and maintain a list of experts in PWS aspects of reducing impact of WCW hazards who are willing to contribute to PWS training and development activities; and,
i. Report to and make recommendations, as appropriate, to the ICT/PWS.

ANNEX II

DRAFT Terms of Reference for the “Expert Team on Communication, Outreach and Public Education Aspects of PWS Delivery”
a. Examine, report and advise on how best to measure the needs of users regarding communication, public education and outreach aspects of PWS delivery;

b. Identify ways to meet the needs of NMHSs in their communication, outreach and public education relating to PWS delivery, with a view to ensuring more effective use of PWS and enhancing the usefulness of new products and services;

c. Examine, report and recommend how best to foster partnerships with national and international media organisations, and of assisting NMHSs to improve relations with the media;

d. Examine, report and advise on the application to PWS delivery of new developments in communication, public education and outreach;

e. Promote awareness of the benefits to the image, visibility and attribution of NMHSs through effective delivery of high quality and well communicated public weather services;

f. Monitor, report and advise on communication, outreach and public education aspects of service delivery that relate to other WMO activities, Programmes and priority areas, including collaboration with other PWS Expert Teams, CBS OPAGs, WMO Technical Commissions (TCs) and Regional Associations (RAs); and,

g. Monitor and report on the progress and effectiveness of earlier initiatives of ET/COPE and make recommendations as appropriate to the ICT/PWS.

