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EXPECTED RESULT 4
AGENDA ITEM 4: DECISIONS RELATED TO TALE DRIVEN CODE FORMS (TDCF) AND TRADITIONAL ALPHANUMERIC CODES, INCLUDING THE MIGRATION OT TDCF
Station Identifiers
SUMMARY
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:

(a)
ICT-ISS is asked to consider the recommendation it wishes to make to CBS on how to increase the number of station identifiers that is available.
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APPENDIX A:  
DRAFT TEXT For the Report of ICT-ISS
4.
Decisions related to Tale Driven Code Forms (TDCF) and Traditional Alphanumeric Codes, including the migration ot TDCF
4.2
Station Identifiers

4.2.1
The ICT considered the request from CBS Management Group to identify how more station identifiers could be made available for observing stations, and also the report from IPET-DRC. The ICT concluded the five character station identifier in the Traditional Alphanumeric Codes (TAC) is built into observing systems, databases, GTS communications systems, visualisation systems and forecast systems. Modifying, and testing, all these systems to allow a longer station number would be prohibitively expensive. The ICT also recalled the intention of CBS to cease international exchange of information in TAC.
4.2.2
ICT-ISS concurred with the recommendation of IPET-DRC for a new station identifier that allowed more stations to be identifier and that had more flexible structure and governance arrangements was needed.  It endorsed the recommendation of the IPET-DRC for a new “universal” station identifier that can be represented in the Table Driven Code Forms but not in the TAC. This identifier is defined in the Annex to this paragraph.
4.2.3
IT-ISS recommended to CBS that an Expert Team should be tasked with refining the definition of the universal station identifier and creating procedures for the orderly creation and maintenance of the identfiers.

APPENDIX B:  Annex to paragraph 7.2.2
ICT-ISS recommended that WMO increase the range of available station identifiers by defining a “universal identifier” system for numbering stations. This would be represented in TDCF using the Elements defined in the table. 

Class 01- BUFR/CREX Identification

	TABLE REFERENCE
	ELEMENT NAME
	BUFR
	CREX

	F X Y
	
	UNIT
	SCALE
	REFERENCE VALUE
	DATA

WIDTH
(bits)
	UNIT
	SCALE
	DATA
 WIDTH

(characters)

	0 01 103
	Universal operator identifier
	Code table
	0
	0
	10
	Code table
	0
	3

	0 01 104
	Universal station number (in digits)
	Numeric
	0
	0
	30
	Numeric
	0
	9

	0 01 105
	Universal station number name (in letters or numbers)
	CCITT IA5
	0
	0
	72
	Character
	0
	9


The full station identifier consists of the Universal Operator Identifier, a hyphen, then the Universal Station Number. The Universal Station Name is a character string that is unique among stations with the same Universal Operator Identifier.
Permanent Representatives would request a Universal Operator Identifier from WMO for any agency (operator) to which they wished to delegate the authority to allocate station numbers. Each Operator is responsible for ensuring that their observing station meets the standards required by the relevant WMO Programme, and for registering and maintaining with WMO station details for the station identifiers they issue.
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