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Summary and Purpose of Document
This document presents a clarification of tasks of the focal points for codes and data representation matters.
_______________________________________________________________________

ACTION PROPOSED
The meeting is invited to review the list of tasks with a view to submitting it the next session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS).
REFERENCE:
-
Procedures for amending the Manual on Codes (Introduction chapter of Manual on Codes, Volume I.2).
DISCUSSIONS
1.
The focal points for codes and data representation matters (initially, focal points for code matters) were first introduced by request from the 2nd meeting of the CBS Management Group (MG), (Sydney, December 2001), recognizing that a problem had occurred concerning lack of awareness of some recent (= of the time) code changes.

2.
The MG recommended "Members be invited to appoint focal points on code matters, who will be alerted to proposed changes in codes and code tables".  The nomination of the focal points was noted by the extraordinary session of CBS (CBS Ext. (2002)) in Cairns, December 2002.
3.
The name was "national focal points for matters relative to WMO codes and data representation, including the migration to table-driven code forms" at CBS Ext. (2002) and at the 14th session of CBS (2009) it was modified to the current one.  Along with the name change, the role of the focal points was expanded, and when the new fast-track procedure for amending the Manual on Codes was introduced, the focal points came to play the more critical role that is approval of proposed amendments to the Manual on Codes.
4.
Since its establishment in 2001, the focal points for codes and data representation matters have been playing important roles in the area of WMO International Codes.  It is therefore understood that the tasks of the focal points should be listed together as reference so that the PR could nominate his/her focal point as appropriate.

5.
The meeting will be discussed the following list of tasks of the focal points for codes and data representation matters with a view to submitting it to the next CBS session for approval.
--- Tasks of the focal points for codes and data representation matters ---
Noting the focal points for codes and data representation matters are nominated by the Permanent Representatives of Member countries with WMO,
Authorizing the focal points could play the roles listed below as an official channel between WMO Secretariat and Members,

1.  To be notified amendments to the Manual on Codes (WMO No. 306) and propagate the information,

2.  To comment on amendments to the Manual on Codes by fast-track procedure,
3.  To request amendments to the Manual on Codes on behalf of the Permanent Representative,
4.  To support verification of TDCF data resulting from migration process,
5.  To communicate with the Secretariat on issues relative to codes and data representation
     matters










