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This report summarises issues identified at IPET-MDI (21-24 May 2012) that impact on ET-OI and/or ET-WISC.

Support for multiple releases of metadata standard

WIS will need to support more than one version of the metadata standard. The initial view of IPET-MDI is that old versions need to be supported for six years (that is, the current version and two old versions). The implication is on the support costs at WIS centres for both software and for updating metadata records. Retaining more versions reduces the cost of updating metadata, but increases the cost of maintaining software.

Changes to the metadata standard will be of two types. The first, and more frequent, will be addition of functionality and enforcing additional practices (for example, the next version of the metadata standard will introduce information needed to operate the GISC caches); this is  like changing BUFR tables. The second class of change, that will occur less frequently (five to ten years apart) will change the structure of the metadata and is comparable to the change in BUFR editions.

ET-OI is asked to advise IPET-MDI on the time Members are likely to need to update their  metadata entries (which translates into the number of versions that need to be supported by WIS), based on experience with historical changes to the GTS and practices.
Creating the information currently held in Volume C1 from the WIS metadata

IPET-MDI is introducing changes to the metadata standard to ensure that the information currently in Volume C1 will be contained within metadata records (for information that is designated for routine regional or global exchange). The information will have to be stored in the metadata records in a standard form so that they can be extracted automatically. (This is an example of the first type of change that is expected for the metadata standard).

1. Some of the information within Volume C1 is held in the comments field, and the format differs between different centres. Information, such as the area covered by gridded fields, is held in the same field as descriptions of the information. Information extracted from the metadata will be more structured.
ET-OI is asked to confirm that the format of the online copies of Vol C1 can be modified, for example to allow the four corners of the area to be represented as separate columns.
2. The start-up metadata was created from Vol C1 in late 2011. CBS has asked that Vol C1 is maintained in parallel with the metadtat catalogue. ET-WISC is concerned at the duplication of effort involved in maintaining both Vol C1 and the metadata catalogue.

ET-OI is invited to consider creating procedures to streamline the maintenance of metadata entries and Vol C1 that retain the governance controls that apply to Volume C1.

Multiple-language metadata
WIS metadata records must contain the information in English, but may also hold information in other languages. WIS governance requires that only the data owner (or their agent) may create or change metadata records. Often the Member with a need for additional languages will not be the data originator.
The solution to multiple languages is for the Member providing a translation to offer it back to the data owner for inclusion in the metadata record. However, when the data owner wishes to update the metadata record (for example because a new station is added to a bulletin) the translation would become inaccurate or misleading. Although it would be possible for the data owner not to issue an updated record until the translation had been provided, this would introduce delays and may result in metadata records that do not describe accurately the data.

There is nothing to prevent National Centres publishing translated copies of metadata on their national websites, provided these metadata records are not transferred to the WIS catalogues.

ET-OI is asked to note this situation and, if there is a requirement for multi-language metadata records, to propose alternative solutions that do not compromise the responsibility of the data owner for the accuracy of metadata.

Benefits of proposed changes to the metadata standard
IPET-MDI identified the need to provide Members, CBS, ICT-ISS, ET-OI and ET-WISC with strong justification of the benefits that will be enabled by changes to the metadata standard, particularly because some changes will require modifications of software or working practices. IPET-MDI would appreciate feedback if the explanations provided with changes are not clear enough.
