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Uses for GTS metadata catalogue (Vol A, Vol C1, Routeing)
	Use
	Information need
	How metadata must support 

	I’m a User.How can I obtain observations from stations in some area?  I can receive only alphanumeric code form.
	Station identification iiiii by identifier, name and/or lat-long.

Exchange schedule
Code form for routine exchange
Dataset identification (Abbreviated heading = TTAAii CCCC)

	Info on left must be listed in catalogue of exchanged data

	Does the station iiiii more frequent observation than reports I receive?
	Station identification iiiii

Observation schedule


	Info on left must be listed in catalogue of observing stations

	I’m RTH supporting the user.  Which RTH should I ask about delivery of requested dataset?
	Dataset identification

Source RTH

Destination RTH


	Info on left must be listed in catalogue of dissemination

	(future) I’m GISC supporting the user.  Am I in position to serve the data of interest, or should I advice the user to contact originator?
	Dataset identification

Extent of exchange (global, regional, bilateral)


	Info on left must be listed in catalogue of dissemination

	I’m monitoring observation data.  Reports from a station iiiii are unavailable for 1200 UTC.  Can I suppose that should be disseminated?
	Dataset identification

Station identification iiiii

Reporting schedule


	Info on left must be available in catalogues of exchanged data and observing stations.  It may  take any of forms: single record in complex structure, linked two records, or two relational tables (as it has been).

	Are products yyyy available?
	Produce descriptions and identifiers in searchable form
(at least, forecast time, vertical level, physical quantity, and horizontal resolution are necessary to identify a traditional GRIB Edition 1 message)
Production and delivery schedules

Code forms for routine exchange
	Info available as tagged information



	What is the policy applied to the data?
	Essential/Additional/Other

Reference to data owner and how to find information about specific policy (desirable that the information is in the metadata, codified if possible)
	May need more information about usage constraints than in current guidance.

	Who is responsible for data?
	Data owner

Centre responsible for injecting information (NC or DCPC)

Centre responsible for transmission on WIS circuits (RTH/GISC)
	May need to add information to allow communications responsibilities to be identified

	
	
	


