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WIS Metadata Search and Guidance
1. Introduction
1.1. The IPET-DD has revived one task team (TT-AvXML) and created three new task teams to work on tasks identified in CBS-16. The remit of the four teams are as follows.
a) aviation xml representation development (IWXXM)
(For a report on TT-AvXML – see secretariat presentation ICT-ISS-2018/Doc 5(2) ), 
b) WIGOS metadata xml representation 
(For a report on TT-WMDR – see secretariat presentation ICT-ISS-2018/Doc 5(3) ),
and the WIS metadata task teams: 
c) TT-MDS (WIS metadata search) and 
d) TT-MDG (WIS metadata guidance).
1.2. The TT-MDS has met via WebEx on five occasions. The team is preparing a document, on WIS search improvements via new functionality (improved and/or needs to be developed), and metadata-related changes, such as changes to the implementation guidance and changes to codelists. 
1.3.  The TT-MDG has met twice and is waiting on outcomes from the eWIS strategic discussions and outcomes and recommendations for TT-MDS.
1.4. The two WIS task teams have some cross membership and have membership on eWIS, to ensure good cross team communications.

2. MetADATA SeARCH – TT-MDS Team Activities
Para level 1 (Style _Body Text Numbered)
1.5. The aim of the task team is to explore current "data discoverability" challenges experienced by WIS users seeking information on data and services, and to propose solutions.  The team decided that the scope of investigation would focus principally on the suite of WIS catalogues: noting that the range of functionality offered across these (with a Met audience/use cases in mind) could assist in identifying and assessing the usefulness of particular search facility designs, as well as in identifying missing components.
1.6. Based on the above investigation and analysis, and in the context of known other technologies, the team agreed that it will discuss and recommend on proposed solutions. This will be done by providing the following:
1.6.1. Guidance for GISC/DCPC providers on search interface design, and the catalogue functionality required to support core search goals;
1.6.2. Guidance on making WIS metadata records discoverable via industry search engines such as google search;
1.6.3. Guidance on data Quality monitoring, and tools / other solutions to expedite the transition to improved metadata content, and;
1.6.4. in collaboration with TT-MDG, prepare guidance for metadata authors including on how to address ‘metadata granularity’ to assist search; and 
1.6.5.  Guidance for developers of metadata tools.
The team developed a work plan, initially directed towards users' search behaviours and needs, noting that the breadth of content in the WIS catalogue is expected to expand, as is the potential and actual "discovery" audience. 
The team commenced a user-centred analysis of the effectiveness of GISC catalogue search interfaces, in the context of core WMO audiences and their needs.  A prioritisation process is being developed for commonly needed search functionality and/or related data structure. 
The team was informed by the "Coordination for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS) "Usability report" to TT-GISC and the "CGMS Task Force On Metadata Implementation Usability" report. 
3. MetADATA SeARCH – TT-MDS - Progress
Para level 1 (Style _Body Text Numbered)
1.7. Work-to-date suggests that the group will recommend a number of changes to eWIS functionality. The target for the recommendations is the TT-eWIS.  Recommendations will relate to a range of eWIS search functionality including the following:
a) which search protocols should be supported, and how; 
b) which field-searching (eg observations/ parameter types, geography or data policy) should be offered and how; 
c) suggested user workflows (from metadata for data to metadata for services – for visualisation, subsetting, converting, etc);  and 
d) the use of categories, faceted searching and other context-based support, to help guide users, particularly novice users. 
These recommendations will be reviewed by various other task and expert teams (including from other domains) before they are considered by CG-18 for inclusion in formal documents. 
1.8. The team will also work collaboratively with the TT-MDG (Metadata Guidance) group, to identify and recommend metadata-related documentation changes, such as changes to the implementation guidance, and changes to codelists.  Some examples are presented below:  
a) guidelines on the use of consistent terminology to indicate dataset ingest and distribution schedules; 
b) QC levels, granular and collection-level metadata;
c) [bookmark: _GoBack]subscription options (or otherwise) in the product distribution schedule; and
d) codelist changes which might, for instance, include the addition of a codelist term for QC-related keywords.

4. MetADATA SeARCH – TT-MDG Team Activities
Para level 1 (Style _Body Text Numbered)
1.9. The aim of the TT-MDG group is to improve the WMO Metadata Community Profile (WMCP) implementation guidance.  To achieve this, the team will:
1.9.1.  Monitor the effectiveness of metadata, including developing an approach to assessing effectiveness;  
1.9.2. Assess the effectiveness of the examples for authors, and update and maintain the examples on the wiki;
1.9.3. Develop training materials to support existing and new guidance for authors; 
1.9.4. Recommend tools to assist with the creation of metadata records; and 
1.9.5. Maintain consistency across the guidance, support and training materials.

5. MetADATA SeARCH – TT-MDG - Progress
Para level 1 (Style _Body Text Numbered)
1.10. Currently the group is working with the TT-MDS to prioritise work on guidance documentation to improve WIS search outcomes.
1.11.  All recommendations from this group in the immediate future will be aligned with those from TT-MDS. It is unlikely that this team's recommendations will need TECO input.
1.12. It is anticipated that maintenance of the code table entries will use the CBS fast track approval process.


Recommended Text 

[bookmark: _Ref503361804]ICT-ISS noted that, in the immediate future, the TT-MDS, and TT-MDG are not expected to produce outputs requiring formal approval.
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