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CF/NetCDF for Marine and Oceanographic data
NetCDF is widely used within the oceanographic and marine community for both observational and model data. This is largely due to its ease of use, self-describing nature, including embedded code tables, and wide support by different software vendors. Many different observing programmes, such as the Argo profiling float programme [e.g. [1]], provide access to the observations through Global Data Assembly Centres (GDACs) in CF compliant netCDF files, with access typically through http or ftp services.
In this presentation we focus on the observational data sources, with a brief overview of the types of oceanographic and other marine observations typically collected. We also examine how the CF conventions are used within the oceanographic community, typically with platform specific extensions to the CF conventions. We then identify potential governance issues and possible solutions.
Recommended Text 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr Berry (on behalf of JCOMM) presented a brief overview of the marine and oceanographic observations that could be shared using the WMO Information System (WIS), with an overview of the existing use of NetCDF CF conventions within the community. Dr Berry highlighted that, in most cases, the CF conventions had been extended to meet the needs of the different communities and observational programmes. In terms of governance of CF compliant data on the WIS, and ensuring full interoperability, Dr Berry suggested using the SeaDataNet model as a starting point for developing an extension to the CF conventions, with mandatory attributes linking to existing WMO definitions and code tables. 
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