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CF Data Model
The CF data model [1] provides an interpretation of the conceptual structure of CF which is consistent, comprehensive, and as far as possible independent of netCDF. We believe that an explicit comprehensive data model will lead to the CF conventions being better understood, will provide guidance during the development of future extensions to the CF conventions, and will help software developers to design CF-compliant data-processing applications and to build interfaces to other explicit data models. The CF data model also sets the groundwork for applying CF to other file formats, should that ever be desired.
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