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NetCDF/CF in the context of GCW: advantages and bottlenecks

In this presentation I will first show the conventions used by international monitoring programs for the compilation and distribution of glaciological data. The submission and sharing of this information, which usually comes from direct field measurements and/or remote sensing techniques, follow a series of guidelines and conventions that help standardize the datasets and facilitate the analyses of the data. 

The World Glacier Monitoring Service (WGMS) maintains and distributes a global dataset that includes glaciological measurements from individual glaciers using specific conventions. The Randolph Glacier Inventory (RGI) and the Global Land Ice Measurements from Space (GLIMS) programs are complementary initiatives that manage global inventories of glacier outlines using another set of conventions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The use of a common standard format such as NetCDF/CF could greatly facilitate the integration, accessibility and use of these large (and growing) glacier datasets. In this sense, the coordination by GCW/WMO could provide a framework for this process, enhancing the visibility and widening the potential applications of this valuable information.
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