









Cg-18/Doc. 6.2(2), DRAFT 1APPROVED, p. 2
	[image: wmo_logo_e_black]World Meteorological Organization
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS
Eighteenth Session
Geneva, 3 to 14 June 2019
	Cg-18/Doc. 6.2(2)-Annex 3

	
	Submitted by:
Chair 
7.VI.2019
APPROVED


AGENDA ITEM 6:	EARTH SYSTEM OBSERVATIONS AND PREDICTIONS
AGENDA ITEM 6.2:	WMO Information System

[bookmark: _APPENDIX_A:_]Annex 3 to draft Resolution 6.2(2)/1 (Cg-18)

WMO INFORMATION SYSTEM 2.0 IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

WIS 2.0 reaffirms the original intent of WIS to open up access to environmental data. WIS 2.0 further enables discovery of and access to authoritative weather, water and climate data, by humans and machines (i.e. software systems) throughout the global community. 
WIS 2.0 increases the visibility and accessibility of NMHS data, helping to raise their profile as the authoritative voice on weather, water and climate. It also allows NMHSs to find and use other sources of data to further develop their services. In addition, WIS 2.0 makes it simpler for providers to keep control of their data as WIS includes free and open data as well as data released under commercial or restrictive licenses.
WIS 2.0 allows participating centres to provide services that enable users to interact with data remotely through the use of Web and cloud technologies, helping mitigate challenges arising from the predicted explosion in data volumes. Although WIS moved from network based information management of the GTS to being data centric, it still tends to focus on operational data. The services focus of WIS 2.0 makes it easier for centres to share historical data and to provide access to archives to support the needs of all WMO programmes. 
WIS 2.0 is an evolution rather than a revolution: the roles of WIS Centres and the majority of WIS functions are largely unchanged. Eleven technical changes to WIS are outlined in this document that support delivery of the WIS 2.0 vision. These include changes to the mechanisms used for real-time distribution of data and products. 
A programme of work is defined to support WIS 2.0 implementation, with the bulk of activity completed by 2026, with a phased implementation to meet urgent needs in the initial phase on a global level, such as addressing the evolving requirements for data archiving and data access services such as for climatological and environmental data. The role of Regional Associations is promoted in establishing regional plans for WIS 2.0 implementation. Demonstration projects will be completed in each Region to validate and inform WIS 2.0 implementation. It is recommended that a programme office be established in the Secretariat to coordinate the overall implementation.
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