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Proposal for WMLGW - WATERML2 GROUNDWATER
Background
A significant portion of the global water supply can be attributed to groundwater resources. Effective management of such resources requires the collection, management and delivery of related data, but these are impeded by issues related to data availability, distribution, fragmentation, and heterogeneity: collected data are not all readily available and accessible, available data is distributed across many agencies in different sectors, often thematically fragmented, and similar types of data are diversely structured by the various data providers. This situation holds both within and between political entities, such as countries or states, impairing groundwater management across all jurisdictions.  The Hydrology Domain Working Group, a Joint Working Group of the WMO and the OGC, promoted the development of GroundWaterML2, a common groundwater data standard, which is the Part 4 of WaterML2, whose primary goal is to capture the semantics, schema, and encoding syntax of key groundwater data, to enable information systems to interoperate with such data. After its adoption as an OGC standard and having tested it successfully into WHOS (WMO Hydrological Observing System) for sharing groundwater information in WIGOS, facilitating groundwater data discovery and access through WIS, the schema WMLGW-XML will complete the standard WaterML2, already adopted in the Manual on Codes Vol. I.3,  for the exchange of hydrogeological information groundwater as well.

Proposal
The change to the Manual on Codes Vol. I.3 in attachment is proposed. The team is requested to examine the proposal and the document referenced with the aim to propose the change with the appropriate procedure.
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