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SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT

	The document provides for a proposed CBS Recommendation according to CBS 2018 consultation process. This CBS consultation is in line with the process proposed in Annex 1 of WMO Letter 01194/2018/OBS/CBS/TECO-2018 dated 1 February 2018, and follows review of proposed draft Congress Decisions/Resolutions/Recommendations by the CBS Management Group at its 18th Session (Geneva, 29 March 2018) on the basis of those discussed at the CBS Technical Conference (CBS-TECO, Geneva, 26-29 March 2018).



DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
The Commission is invited to review the proposed Recommendation, and provide feedback in writing through cbs-consult-2018@wmo.int: 
Draft Recommendation 4(1)/1— The Register of WMO Members Alerting Authorities and the Common Alerting Protocol.



________________
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THE REGISTER OF WMO MEMBERS ALERTING AUTHORITIES AND
THE COMMON ALERTING PROTOCOL
THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS,
Recalling:

(1)	The abridged final report of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO‑No. 1077), paragraph 4.1.25 (Cg-XVI), The endorsement by Congress of the launching of the “Register of WMO Members Alerting Authorities”,
[bookmark: _GoBack](2)	The abridged final report of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (WMO‑No. 1077), paragraph 4.1.26 (Cg-XVI), The welcome by Congress of the implementation of the Common Alerting Protocol to facilitate the communication of all warnings through all forms of media to the public and all user communities,
Noting the growing importance of the international exchange of meteorological and hydrological warnings between Members, 
Noting also the need of many users at national and international scales, including the humanitarian community, to have fast and easy access to authoritative warnings issued by Members,
Acknowledging the ongoing work, led by Hong Kong China, to significantly upgrade the “Severe Weather Information Centre” website so that it can encompass and display authoritative warnings from a greater number of Members,
Mindful that efficient and accurate dissemination and exchange of warnings is greatly facilitated by the adoption of a common technical standard, 
Considering that the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) has been identified as the best and most appropriate mechanism for WMO Members to use to facilitate the communication of all warnings,
Recognizing that a significant number of CAP “Jump Start” workshops and other training events have been held over recent years, and that many Members have availed of this training to become familiar with, and generate warnings via, CAP,
Convinced that WMO needs to redouble efforts to ensure that all Members have the capability to issue and exchange their warnings via CAP so that these warnings are visible and available to all users,
Requests the CBS in collaboration with other relevant technical Commissions as appropriate, to develop the core, mandatory components of CAP that would facilitate the international exchange of warnings’, and simplified guide to the use of CAP with a specific focus on meteorological and hydrological warnings be prepared, aimed both at national use and international exchange of warnings.

Requests the Secretary-General to allocate resources within available budgets for further training and capacity-building initiatives aimed at increasing the number of Members using CAP for the dissemination and international exchange of warnings.
Urges Members  actively engage with the “Register of WMO Members Alerting Authorities” to facilitate international recognition of the sources of authoritative warnings in meteorology and hydrology.
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