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AGENDA ITEM 1:	ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION
AGENDA ITEM 1.2:	APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
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DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
Adopt draft Decision 1.2/1 — Approval of the agenda.
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DRAFT DECISION
[bookmark: _Draft_Decision_X.X.X(X)/1]Draft Decision 1.2/1 (EC-68)
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
Approves the provisional agenda as proposed by the President;
Adopts the establishment of committees as:
(a)	Committee on the theme for World Meteorological Day 2019 (open):
Chairperson: …
Members: …
(b)	Committee on budget (if required):
Chairperson: …
Members: …
(c)	Rapporteur on Previous Resolutions of the Executive Council: ….
Agrees the programme of work of the session:
(a)	Working hours of the meetings: 9:30–12:30 and 14:30–17:30;
(b)	Arrangement and allocation of agenda items for the session;
Notes General Regulation 112 for the approval of the minutes.
__________


[bookmark: _Annex_to_Draft][bookmark: _Toc319327012]BACKGROUND INFORMATION SUPPORTING DECISIONS
NOT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SESSION REPORT
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PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA
1.	Organization of the session
1.1	Opening of the session
The sixty-ninth session of the Executive Council will open on Wednesday, 10 May 2017 at 09h30 a.m. in the WMO headquarters, Geneva.
1.2	Approval of the agenda
In accordance with General Regulation 160, the provisional agenda will be submitted to the Council for approval at the opening meeting and may be amended at any time during the course of the session.
1.3	Establishment of committees
The Council will be invited to work in plenary throughout the session. Committees for the session will be established and rapporteurs nominated. These will include:
(a)	Committee on the theme for World Meteorological Day 2019 (open);
(b)	Committee on budget (if required);
(c)	Rapporteur on Previous Resolutions of the Executive Council.
1.4	Programme of work of the session
The Council will agree upon:
(a)	Working hours of the meetings: 9:30–12:30 and 14:30–17:30;
(b)	Tentative programme of work for the session.
1.5	Approval of the minutes
In accordance with Regulation 112 of the General Regulations the substance of the discussion arrived at for each agenda item shall be recorded in the general summary of the work of the session. Summarized minutes of the discussion at plenary meetings shall be prepared by the Secretariat only where there is a specific request from the plenary. Such minutes will be prepared after the session and adopted by correspondence. Audio recordings of plenary meetings shall be made and retained for record purposes. 
2.	Reports
The Council will note reports of the President of WMO, presidents of regional associations and technical commissions and the Secretary-General. They will highlight progress and gaps in the priority areas, following the structure of this agenda. The reports will be submitted in a set of information documents (INF. 2(xx)) and consolidated in a single volume following the session.
2.1	Report by the President of the Organization
The report of the President of WMO will be provided as part of a consolidated report for information and reference. As specified in Regulation 158 of the General Regulations, this report will include:
(a)	A résumé of the activities of the Organization and its constituent bodies since the last session of the Council;
(b)	Matters to be reported under the provisions of Regulation 9 (7);	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: CER: To include approval by President DRR Roadmap on behalf of EC as requested by EC-68”
(c)	Any other matters affecting the Organization and its constituent bodies.
2.2	Report by the Secretary-General
The report of the Secretary-General will be provided as part of a consolidated report for information and reference. As specified in Regulation 159 of the General Regulations, this report will include:
(a)	A résumé of the activities of the Secretariat since the last session of the Council;	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: REM: Efficiency measures should be also included and estimated savings quantified in the budget 2018-2019 document.	Comment by Florence Grosfilley: EAS/Stefano agreed as discussed with him on 29/11/2016 that reference be made under para (a) to the report on procurement and travel activities (INF.XX) considering that adding a paragraph (e) for that purpose does not comply with Regulation 159. Reference to implementation of EDMS could also be mentioned under para (a), as well as other IT and building (offsetting CO2 emission, etc.) related matters, following receipts of inputs from/cleared by Mr Rolli, D/REM on the subject. 

(b)	A report on the relations of the Organization with other international organizations;
(c)	A report on staff matters;
(d)	A report on financial matters.
[bookmark: _Toc315085466]2.3	Report of the 2017 Joint Meeting of the Presidents of Regional Associations and Technical Commissions (PRA-PTC-2017)
Key outcomes of the PRA-PTC-2017 meeting will be provided as part of a consolidated report for information and reference. Specific recommendations and proposals on subjects directly referred to the PRA-PTC meeting by the Council will be provided under relevant agenda items. 
2.4	Report of the 2017 Meeting of the Presidents of Regional Associations (PRA-2017) and reports by the presidents of regional associations 
The reports of the presidents of regional associations and key outcomes of the PRA-2017 meeting will be provided as part of a consolidated report for information and reference. Key Highlights from presidents’ reports will be presented to the Council.
With reference to Regulations 163(c) and 167(5), the presidents of regional associations may present, under relevant agenda items, the views and recommendations of their respective Associations, on the priority areas and emerging issues of concern to the Regions..
[bookmark: _Toc315085467]2.5	Report of the 2017 Meeting of the Presidents of Technical Commissions (PTC-2017) and reports by presidents of technical commissions
The reports of the presidents of technical commissions and key outcomes of the PTC-2017 meeting will be provided as part of a consolidated report for information and reference. Specific recommendations and proposals of PTC-2017, if any, will be provided under relevant agenda items. Key Highlights from presidents’ reports will be presented to the Council. 

In line with Regulations 182(a) and 186(6), the presidents of technical commissions may present, under relevant agenda items, the recommendations of their respective Commissions to the Council on subjects directly referred to the Commissions by Congress and the Council, proposed action by Members and proposed coordination with other WMO bodies or with bodies outside the Organization.
3.	Disaster Risk Reduction, Resilience and Prevention
Under this agenda item the Council will consider reports and recommendations of technical commissions and Secretariat in the following areasits Working Group on DRR on subjects directly referred to the Group by the Council and: 
3.1	Sendai Framework for DRR 
 
· Note the progress in the implementation of the Resolution 9 (Cg-17), including the MHEWS projects in Southeast Europe and within the framework of CREWS, regional meteo-alarm initiatives (elaborated under item 3.2.1), SWFDP/CIFDP, and links to projects on warning and prevention for other hazards (floods, cyclones, etc.), and provide further directions regarding WMO contribution to the Sendai Framework for DRR,
· Note the progress in preparations and expected outcomes of the International Conference on MHEWS, 
3.2	Impact-based decision support services	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: ASG proposed to consolidate 3.2.2-3.2.8 in a single document.
3.2.1	Global Meteo-Alarm System

· To consider recommendations of Joint PRA-PTC-2017 meeting and provide guidance for the development of the initiative of integrating existing regional meteo-alarm systems into a Global Meteo-Alarm System. 
3.2.2	Public Weather Services
· Consider the decision of CBS-16 to initiate the development of a Guide to Impact-based Forecast and Warning Services describing actionable steps and procedures and reflecting the experience and lessons learned since the publication of the “WMO Guidelines on Multi-hazard Impact-based Forecast and Warning Services”  to further assist  Members in this area.
3.2.3	Flood Forecasting

· Note decisions and consider the recommendations of the fifteenth session of the Commission for Hydrology (CHy-15), in particular on CHy’s contribution to the future and integrated and seamless WMO data-processing and forecasting system; on the Flood Forecasting Initiative; and on CHy’s contribution to the DRR programme.
3.2.4	Severe Weather Forecasting 

· To provide guidance on the further implementation of the SWFDP, including synergy with other projects and activities, especially in support of impact-based forecasting. The Council will also address issues related to sustainability and funding.  
3.2.5	Tropical Cyclone Forecasting

·  Note the report. 
3.2.6	Coastal Inundation Forecasting

· Note the report. 
3.2.7	METOCEAN Forecasting And Warning

·  Note the report. 
3.2.8	Emergency Assistance

· Consider endorsing the draft working arrangement that elaborates the roles and responsibilities for coordination of WMO’s response to Member’s requests for assistance in case of emergency, developed in response to EC-66 request.
3.3	DRR-related research

· Note the report. 
3.4	Monitoring Extreme Weather and Climate Events from Space

· Consider outcomes of the (?) workshop and invite satellite operators to enhance support to regions. 	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: OBS: Please clarify what will need to be decided
4.	Climate Services, Support to Climate Action and Climate Resilience

Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
4.1	Paris Climate Agreement and UNFCCC processes
· Review relevant outcomes of UNFCCC COP 22 and provide direction for strengthening WMO contribution, in conformity with Article 5 of the UNFCCC, to support climate action and assist Members in the implementation of Paris Climate Agreement, including adaptation, mitigation, loss and damage, and global stock-taking.
· Decide on the process for production of the multi-year reports on the status of the global climate as requested for COP-22 ensuring high quality, scientific integrity and consistency with IPCC reports. 
· Decide on the process for production of El-Nino/La-Nina reports at more frequent intervals.
4.2	Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS)
· Review the policy and programme landscape for GFCS implementation and initiate a set of actions to promote and accelerate implementation of climate services through UNFCCC mechanisms.
· Review the status of implementation of the results-based framework and mechanism for WMO contributions to the GFCS, initiate a set of actions to accelerate implementation, and decide on the recommendation of Joint PRA-PTC meeting regarding the establishment of an WMO implementation and coordination group on GFCS (until Eighteenth Congress in 2019) ensuring active personal engagement of presidents of RAs and relevant TCs and other bodies in the mechanism.
· Note the report of the Chair of the Intergovernmental Board on Climate Services, including the completed document “Priority Needs for the Operationalization of the GFCS for the period 2016-2018”. 
· Establish a formal process for engagement of WMO entities (RAs, TCs, SC/GCOS and JSC/WCRP) in the development and implementation of the GFCS plans developed by the IBCS, recognizing their contributions and committing for their implementation of respective parts of the plans. Consider a fast-track process for adoption of these plans.
4.3	Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
· Note the report of the IPCC Chair, including information on the participation of IPCC at UNFCCC COP-22, and on the progress made regarding the three IPCC Special Reports: the Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C; the Special Report on climate change and oceans and the cryosphere; and the Special Report on climate change, desertification, land degradation, sustainable land management, food security, and greenhouse gas fluxes in terrestrial ecosystems, as well as the Methodology Report of the IPCC Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI) titled “2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories”. 
· Consider engagement and strengthen substantive contribution of WMO and its Members to enrich IPCC process and assessments.	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: This document should be developed by CLW and WCRP together with IPCC.
4.4	Climate-related Research
4.5	Integrated Global Greenhouse Gas Information System 
·  
4.4	Global Climate Observing System (GCOS)

· Review the process of development and adoption of GCOS Promotes and encourages Members to work towards the full implementation of the implementation plans,

· Consider GCOS implementation plan ”The Global Observing System for Climate: Implementation Needs” and prioritize implementation of actions for provision of ECVs through WMO networks of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) ”The Global Observing System for Climate: Implementation Needs”,  and to consider what actions they can take to contribute towards its implementation.  
· 
4.57	Climate Services Information System	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: CLW: Connect to the seamless GDPFS, and vice-versa, adjust with regard to PRA-PTC-2017 outcomes
· Review the progress and endorse the action plan on demonstration and deployment of Climate Services Toolkit (CST);
· Endorse approaches for National Implementation of Climate Services Information System (CSIS) to provide actionable information for decision-making in climate-sensitive contexts, particularly focusing on countries currently lacking such services;
· Promote strengthening of global-scale CSIS operations and product access, providing structured provision, management and access to available GFCS-relevant data and products globally;
· Endorse the adoption of objective sub-seasonal to seasonal forecasting systems at the regional level, including through a global RCOF review and a WMO Workshop on Operational Climate Prediction;	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: Consider affordability, possible private and other stakeholder’s investments, leverage partnerships, role of RCCs.
· Endorse approaches to improve, consolidate and effectively communicate CSIS products to support UNFCCC and other climate-related policy;
· Decide on the follow-up concerning data rescue and CDMS resource plan as requested by EC-68.
4.68 	Global Programme of Research on Climate Change Vulnerability, Impacts and Adaptation (PROVIA)
·  Note the report on Review the Country Level Impacts of Climate Change project results and the current status of PROVIA and decide on future WMO engagement.	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: Is decision ready for EC-69? Can it be just a report for noting?
5.	Observations and Data Exchange
Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
5.1	WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS)
· Approve the following amendments changes to the WMO Technical Regulations and Recommended Practices and Procedures recommended by CBS-16as follows:
· Approve update to Tthe Manual on WIGOS (WMO–No. 1160), including Appendix 2.4 (the WIGOS Metadata Standard), Attachment to Appendix 2.4 (WIGOS Metadata Standard), and Section 8 (attributes specific to the observing component of the Global Cryosphere Watch),
· Adopt the Initial version of the Guide to WIGOS and ensure that it will be made available to Members in all WMO official languages,
· Approve amendments to theThe Manual on the Global Observing System (WMO–No. 544), Volume 1, Global Aspects;
· Approve amendments toThe Guide to the Global Observing System (WMO–No. 488),
· Adopt the Satellite Skills and Knowledge for Operational Meteorologists, and that it should to be linked to, or included in, the forthcoming Guide on Competency under development by the  WMO ETR Programme,
· Adopt tThe Guide to Aircraft-Based Observations as formal guidance on regulations for Members in replacement of WMO-No. 958, the AMDAR Reference Manual.
· Approve CBS Recommendation with regard to (i) the submission and maintenance of WIGOS metadata in OSCAR by Members, and (ii) training on OSCAR/Surface
· Approve CBS Recommendations with regard to observing system design and evolution, and particularly (i) standardization of observing systems installed on ships, (ii) impact assessment for observing systems design and evolutions, (iii) study to be undertaken to analyse options for optimization of the upper air observations programme of the GOS, and (iv) establishment and designation of the WMO Global Data Centre for aircraft-Based Observations.
· WIGOS Vision ?
· RBON ?
· Review Note the progress (?) on Decision 36 (EC-68) in preparation for the World Radiocommunication Conference 2019, in particular Decision 5.4.1(5)/1 (CBS-16) and endorse the preliminary WMO position paper on WRC-19 agenda, the updated Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology: Weather, Water and Climate Monitoring and Prediction” and the need for an ITU/WMO seminar to brief NMHS and non NMHS frequency managers on the updated handbook on use of radio spectrum for meteorology.
· Approve proposed definition of “Space” proposed by CBS (?).
· Agree to proceed with the removal of the concept of Regional Standard Barometers from the WMO regulatory and guidance documents,
5.2	WMO Information System (WIS)

· Approve the following amendments to the WMO Technical Regulations recommended by CBS-16:
· onsider recommendations from the sixteenth session of the Commission for Basic Systems concerning technical regulations, on future evolution of the WMO Information System (WIS) and on data representations and codes. Specific topics relevant to WIS include the dDesignation of WIS centres, including whether conditional designation of centres should be continued, 
· and the future strategy for the WIS, including governance arrangements to support it. Approval will be requested for dData representations in extensible mark-up language (XML) to represent WIGOS metadata and to represent additional information for international air navigation required by the International Civil Aviation Organization, 
· Streamlined approvals procedures for data representations will be proposed together and a proposal for restructuring the associated Manuals to support a culture of compliance,conformance.
· In addition to these proposals, Executive Council will be asked to endorse recommendations for Technical changes to the Manuals and Guides supporting the WIS.
· Consider CBS-16 recommendation regarding future strategy for the WIS, including governance arrangements, 
· Approve a first set of long term observing stations to be recognized as centennial stations.
5.3	Emerging data issues
 
· The Council will be invited to consider interim reports of the Executive Council Task Team on Emerging Data Issues and the CBS-led review of emerging data issues. 	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: Any activity of the TT since EC-68?
5.4	Climate data policy 
 
COMMENT: TBD (DRA, CLW) This item should be retained on the agenda only if one or both of the following is true: 1) DRA will have completed the survey the SG was requested to send to Members by Cg-17, on the impact of Resolution 60 on their business models, and/or 2) the GFCS TT on emerging data requirements has something to report.  All other issues with respect to Resolution 60 (Cg-17) were dealt with by EC-68. GEO 

  
6.	Service Quality and Service Delivery 
Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
6.1	Implementation of the WMO Strategy for Service Delivery
· Approve CBS-16 recommendation for inclusion of the PWS provisions in the WMO Technical Regulations, Volume 1 (WMO-No.49), related to the implementation of the PWS Competency Framework.
· Consider CBS-16 recommendation for the in-depth review of the Guide to Public Weather Services Practices to also include issues related to PWS competencies and PWS service delivery. 	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: Guide on Competency is under development by the ETR Programme. Can PWS competencies be included in this Guide?  

· Note the progress and the next steps in the implementation of the WMO Strategy for Service Delivery related to the delivery of weather, climate and water services, including monitoring and definition of indicators.	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: Will this be ready for EC-69 decision?
6.2	Meteorological services for aviation
· The Council will hold a special dialogue on this matter with participation of invited representatives of partner organizations and other aviation stakeholders. The concept will be provided.
Review the progress in implementing of the action plan approved by Decision 43 (EC-68) and consider the interim deliverables, including the long-term plan for the aeronautical meteorology programme.
 
6.	Quality management in service provision
·  
·  
6.3	Meteorological services for agriculture
·  
· Approve what and on what basis ?? on the Soil Moisture Demonstration Project (SMDP).
· Aprove what and on what basis ?? on the Development of the Global Drought Information System (GDIS) and request Members to provide updates of their national and regional drought monitoring and early warning systems.
 
6.4	Meteorological services for marine operations

· Consider the recommendations from the Marine Service Ad Hoc Working Group established by EC-68 for the improvement of marine services programmes and projects and provide direction for further development. 
· Endorse the proposed agenda for JCOMM-5 to be held in Bali, Indonesia, in October 2017 and provide advice to appropriately focus discussions and take tangible decisions on priority issues while respecting requirements for the efficient use of resources.
· Note the progress in the implementation of marine competency standards and provide guidance to Members to accelerate implementation. 
7.	Polar and High Mountain Regions
Under this agenda the Council is invited to: 
· Consider recommendations and note decisions of the CBS and the Executive Council Panel of Experts on Polar and High Mountain Observations, Research and Services (EC-PHORS) on the following topics:
1. Definition of High Mountain in the framework of WMO Polar and High Mountain activities, 
1. Development of Polar Regional Climate Centres (PRCCs) and Polar Regional Outlook Forums (PCOFs) with initial focus on the Arctic region and implementation plan,
1. Development of the Global Cryosphere Watch (GCW) and the CryoNet (process and selection of Sites and Stations), 
1. International Exchange of Snow data, 
1. Update of the Antarctic Observing Network (AntON), and
1. Relationship with partner organizations and strategies and modalities for mutual beneficial engagement.
· Adopt revisions to the Terms of Reference of EC-PHORS and its membership (membership will be recorded in consolidated decision under item 18.4).
8.	Data Processing, Modelling and Forecasting
Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
8.1	Seamless Data-processing and Forecasting System
· Approve the implementation plan for the seamless DPFS, developed on the request by EC-68, taking into account recommendations of joint PRA-PTC meeting, in particular, to clarify priorities of the CSIS in order to improve the delivery of sub-seasonal to decadal products to members through the seamless GDPFS initiative; advise on a mechanism to fund activities related to the implementation of seamless Data-Processing and Forecasting System (DPFS), 
· Endorse GDPFS and Emergency Response Activities (ERA) in relation to the provision of atmospheric transport and dispersion modelling for environmental emergency response, and provide guidance on specific actions to (a) promote the designation of RSMCs for non-nuclear ERA, taking into consideration the newly established criteria/functions described in the revised Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485); and (b) foster the worldwide use of advanced forecasting products for non-nuclear ERA, including atmospheric sand and dust storm forecasts, made available through the GDPFS,
· Provide guidance on further propagating the capabilities of the GDPFS to include related environmental predictions such as air quality, forest and wild fires, as well as to support transportation, clean energy sectors and to address urban-related issues.
· Approve the revised Manual on the GDPFS (WMO-No. 485), and associated designation and audit of centres, as recommended by CBS-16.
8.2	Hydrology and water management
· Consider the recommendations and decisions of the fifteenth session of the Commission for Hydrology (CHy-15), in particular on QMF-Hydrology, on Data Operations and Management, on the Pilot WMO Global Hydrological Status and Outlook system; and endorse the Strategy on Capacity Building in Hydrology and Water Resources Management adopted by CHy-15.
8.3	Related environmental predictions
· 
9.	Research

Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
· Note the report of CAS and Secretary-General. 
Other research topics are under respective agenda items.
10.	Capacity Development 
10.1	Capacity development priorities for 2016-2019
Under this agenda item the Council is invited to consider recommendations of the EC Panel of Experts on Capacity Development and to:
·  
 
10.2	Education and Training
The Council is invited to consider recommendations of the EC Panel of Experts on Education and Training and to adopt decisions on:
· Priorities for education and training,
· Enhancing the development of human resources in NMHSs,	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: ETR: clarify what will be submitted fro decision. 
· WMO Regional Training Centres (RTCs),
· Criteria on award of fellowships and training sponsorships,
The Council is also invited to note progress report on Global Campus feasibility study, plan for SYMET-13 and impact evaluation of fellowships. 
10.3	Small Island Developing States and Member Island Territories Programme
The Council is invited to note the report.	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: DRA: is any substantive material coming for decision?
 
11.	Resource mobilization
The Council is invited to:	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: DRA: What is planned for decision?
·  
12.	Partnerships
Under this agenda item the Council is invited to:
· Note the report of Secretary-General on status of cooperation with the United Nations system and other international organizations and contribution of WMO to the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals and provide direction for strengthening such contribution,
· Consider report of the President of WMO and presidents of regional associations and adopt the work plan and key deliverables in preparation of the strategy for cooperation between the public and private sectors in accordance with Decision 73 (EC-68),
· Note an on-going joint ICSU-WMO-IOC Review of the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) and exchange with the Chair of the Review Panel, Dame Julia Slingo, regarding strategic directions for future development of the Programme and on how the aims and strategy of WCRP complements and supports the strategies and priorities of WMO. Note interim arrangement for the membership of the Joint Scientific Committee for WCRP,
· Decide to strengthen GCOS as a programme of the Organization as regulated by the revised MoU as agreed with IOC, UNEP and ICSU, in line with Resolution 39 (Cg-17).	Comment by Elena Manaenkova: CLW:  of the eport o, the Chair of teh al on status of cooperation... and cntribution What is expected from EC? On what basis? Could you please clarify? 

13.	Quality Management
Aspects related to competency in service delivery will be dealt with under agenda item 6.
14.	Gender Equality 
The Council will be invited to:
· Note progress report on the implementation of gender equality action plan and recommendations form EC Panel of Experts on Gender Mainstreaming and Secretariat on how to address gaps.
Other aspects of gender mainstreaming will be integrated in relevant documents.
15.	Communication and Public Affairs
The Council will be invited to:
· Decide the theme of the World Meteorological Day 2019 (upon report of the in-session Committee). 
Other aspects of communications are addressed under the relevant agenda items.
16.	Governance
The Council will be invited to:
16.1	Oversight
· Note the report and consider recommendations of the Financial Advisory Committee (FINAC) on financial matters and on the implementation of results-based budget when dealing with respective matters (agenda items related to budget 16.2 and financial matters 17). The report will be finalized after the FINAC meeting held prior to the opening of EC-69 and submitted during the session of the Council;
· Note the report and consider recommendations of the WMO Audit Committee (when dealing with respective matters);
· Note the report and consider recommendations of the External Auditor, in accordance with Financial Regulation 15.10 (when dealing with financial statements under agenda item 17.1); 
· Note the Internal Oversight Office annual accountability report, in accordance with Financial Regulation 13.10(e);
· Consider and decide on the acceptance of the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit pertinent to WMO governing bodies and note recommendations addressed to Executive Heads.
16.2	Strategic and Operational Planning and Budget 
The Council is invited to consider recommendations of its Working Group on Strategic and Operational Planning (WG-SOP) and to:
· Consider the draft Strategic Plan for 2020-2023 including recommendations from regional associations and technical commissions and provide guidance to the Working Group on Strategic Planning for finalization;
· Consider proposed improvements on M&E performance metrics;
· Approve the outlines of Operating Plan and Budget 2020-2023;
· Approve the 2018-2019 biennium budget.
16.3	Governance review
· Consider governance options developed by the WG-SOP and provide further guidance and direction regarding the WMO governance review and improvement of WMO processes and practices. 
17.	Financial, staff and administrative matters
17.1	Financial Statements for 2016
In accordance with Resolution 10 (EC-LVII), the Council will be invited to consider approval of the financial statements for the year 2016. The decision will be supported by the opinion of the External Auditor and recommendations from the Audit Committee and FINAC. 
17.2	Plan for funding liability for After-Service Health Insurance (ASHI)
In accordance with Resolution 87 (EC-68), the Council will consider the Secretary-General’s report on the long-term viability of the current ASHI scheme, including his proposals  on specific measures that WMO could implement to contain ASHI costs in the short-term irrespective of the timing of the decision of the United Nations General Assembly on this matter.
17.3	Human resources management (staff matters)
Under this item the Council is invited to:
· Approve amendments to the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules;
· Adopt revised salaries of ungraded officials and pensionable remuneration of ungraded officials;
· Consider the Secretary-General’s analysis and actions on the 2016 Staff Survey;
· Consider the report on appointments, promotion, nominations and transfer of staff in the Professional category and above;
· Consider the views of the Staff Association on staff conditions of service.

18.	General and Legal Matters
18.1	Sixty-second International Meteorological Organization (IMO) Prize and other awards 
The Council will be invited to select the recipient of the sixty-second IMO Prize. The Council will also be invited to select the recipients of other WMO awards (upon report of the selection committees).
18.2	Constitutional and regulatory matters
The Council will consider amendments to WMO Technical Regulations, as recommended by technical commissions under the relevant agenda items.
18.3	Designation of acting member(s) of the Executive Council
In accordance with Regulation 144 of the General Regulations and Rules 15 and 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Council, the Executive Council will designate acting members of the Council to fill seats.
18.4	Review of subsidiary bodies and other bodies reporting to the Executive Council
Following the designation of new acting members, if any, the Council will review the membership of its panels and working groups.
19.	Scientific Lectures and Discussions
According to the decision by EC-68, arrangements have been made for a scientific lecture to be delivered by the winner of the sixty-first IMO Prize, Prof. Zeng Qingcun (China).
20.	Review of previous resolutions of the Executive Council 
The Council will be invited to review its resolutions which are presently in force, in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 156(9) of the General Regulations and Rule 27 of its Rules of Procedure.
21.	Date and place of the seventieth and seventy-first sessions of the Executive Council
The Council will be invited to confirm the date and place of its seventieth session which was tentatively agreed by EC-68 to be held from 20 to 29 June 2018 at the WMO headquarters, Geneva.  
The Council will also be invited to set the tentative dates for its seventy-first session in order to facilitate organizational arrangements. The options are provided in Doc. 1.
22.	Closure of the session
The sixty-ninth session of the Council is scheduled to close on Thursday, 18 May 2017.
__________
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