[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of designated responsibilities for GISCs, DCPCs and National Centres. 


1. Global Information System Centre (GISC)
· Receive observational data and products that are intended for global exchange from NCs and DCPCs within their area of responsibility, reformat as necessary and aggregate into products that cover their responsible area;
· Exchange information intended for global dissemination with other GISCs;
· Disseminate, within its area of responsibility, the entire set of data and products agreed by WMO for routine global exchange (this dissemination can be via any combination of the Internet, satellite, multicasting, etc. as appropriate to meet the needs of Members that require its products);
· Hold the entire set of data and products agreed by WMO for routine global exchange for at least 24 hours and make it available via WMO request/reply (”Pull”) mechanisms;
· Maintain, in accordance to the WMO standards, a catalogue of all data and products for global exchange and provide access to this catalogue to locate the relevant centre;
· Provide around-the-clock connectivity to the public and private networks at a bandwidth that is sufficient to meet its global and regional responsibilities;
· Co-ordinate[footnoteRef:1][1] with the Centres within its area of responsibility a WIS telecommunications infrastructure that can meet the WIS requirements for information exchange within the area and that can exchange agreed WIS time critical and operational critical information with other areas. [1: [1] A new requirement identified by the ICG-WIS 5th Session July 2008.] 

· Ensure that they have procedures and arrangements in place to provide swift recovery or backup of their essential services in the event of an outage (due to, for example, fire or a natural disaster);
· Participate in monitoring the performance of the system, including monitoring the collection and distribution of data and products intended for global exchange.


2.  Data Collection or Production Centre (DCPC)
· Collect information intended for dissemination to NCs within its area of responsibility (i.e. regional collections)
· Collect special programme-related data and products;
· Produce regional or specialized data and products;
· Provide information intended for global exchange to their responsible GISC;
· Disseminate information not intended for global exchange;
· Support access to their products via WMO request/reply (”Pull”) mechanisms in an appropriate manner;
· Describe their products according to an agreed WMO standard and provide access to this catalogue of products and provide this information as appropriate to other centres, in particular a GISC;
· Ensure that they have procedures and arrangements in place to provide swift recovery or backup of their essential services in the event of an outage (due to, for example, fire or a natural disaster); 
· Participate in monitoring the performance of the system.

3. National Centre (NC)
· Collect observational data from within their country
· Provide observations and products intended for global dissemination to their responsible GISC (possibly via a DCPC)
· Provide observations and products intended for regional or specialized  distribution to the responsible DCPC
· Collect, generate and disseminate products for national use.
· Participate in monitoring the performance of the system
· Authorize their national users to access WIS, as required.
