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Abstract 
 
This information document provides a summary of the discussion and outcome of the 45th 
meeting of the Coordination Group for Meteorological satellites (11-16 June 2017, Jeju Island, 
Republic of Korea) on issues of mutual interest and concern to CGMS and SFCG. 
 
 
 
1 Background 
 
In the input document EUMETSAT-WP-24 to CGMS-45, the CGMS/SFCG Liaison Officer 
provided a report on the discussions at SFCG-36 on all frequency management issues of mutual 
interest and concern and provided responses to CGMS-44 Working Group I actions A44.01, 
A44.02, A44.03 and A44.04. 
 
The report to CGMS-45 covered the following issues: 

• Possibility for the migration of the SFCG remote sensing disaster database (RSDD) into 
OSCAR; 

• Yearly reporting of SFCG members on national regulatory issue; 
• Information gathering of CGMS and SFCG members activities/plans/interests in space 

weather; 
• WRC-19 agenda items of mutual interest. 

 
 
2 Possibility for migration of the SFCG remote sensing disaster database (RSDD) into 
OSCAR 
 
In response to the consideration of the possibility of migrating the SFCG Disaster database into 
the WMO OSCAR database as brought up by CGMS (WGI Action A44.01) and followed-up by  
SFCG Action Item 36/6 (Annex 1), it was concluded that first and foremost WMO will have to 
provide their feedback on their willingness and possibility to introduce the delta elements of the 
SFCG RSDD into OSCAR whilst retaining appropriately the functions and capabilities of the 
RSDD database.   
 
WMO has reviewed the situation of serving the SFCG Disaster Database information from 
OSCAR and concluded the following:  
OSCAR Space uses rules to relate data, usage and instrumentation. For instance microwave 
temperature sounders are used to observe vertical temperature profile of the atmosphere which 
may be used to determine the likelihood of severe thunderstorms or tornadoes. Similar rules can 



be created to related types of observations and missions with different disasters. Although it is 
possible to create the rules for OSCAR Space to be able to provide much of information under 
the SFCG Disaster Database, gaining full functionality would be beyond WMO’s current 
capabilities to be able to develop and implement it within the current financial period (2016-
2019).  
 
Considering the above, it is therefore recommended by WMO that no further action be taken on 
this issue. CGMS followed this recommendation and consequently closed CGMS action A44.01. 
 
 
 
3 Yearly reporting of SFCG members on national regulatory issue 
 
CGMS-44 brought for consideration to SFCG-36 (WGI Actions A44.03 and A44.04) the idea of 
a yearly reporting mechanism on national/regional regulatory changes/issue in their 
countries/region (e.g. to repurpose spectrum currently in use or planned for use by 
meteorological satellites).  
 
SFCG endorsed the idea and agreed on Action Item 36/7 requesting SFCG members to provide 
such information on potential national/regional regulatory changes/issue that could be of interest 
to the SFCG/CGMS community. This closes CGMS WGI Action 44.03 which called for the SFCG 
liaison officer to propose to SFCG that its members will report yearly to SFCG on national 
regulatory changes/issue. 
 
SFCG-36 also picked-up upon the request on the Liaison Officer in CGMS WGI Action 44.04 to 
summarize the regulatory issues reported to the next SFCG meeting that could be also of 
interest/concern to CGMS member agencies and report those issues to CGMS and imbedded this task 
in SFCG Action Item 36/7.   
 
Since SFCG-37 takes place after CGMS-45, the first report on such issues can only be provided to 
CGMS by correspondence 4 weeks after SFCG-37, i.e. October 2017. 
 
 
 
4 Space Weather 
 
Already at CGMS-44 and SFCG-36 the need was identified for gathering information from its 
member agencies on activities/plans/interests in space weather.  
 
CGMS issued a corresponding action item to CGMS agencies (Action A44.05) and has set up a 
recommendation to its member agencies to inform their administration about their space weather 
activities. Recommendation R44.01 asks CGMS agencies to inform their Frequency Managers 
on the space weather activities to ensure the necessary protection and coordination at frequency 
management level.  
 
Also SFCG saw such a need for information gathering and agreed about Action Item 36/8 which 
calls for providing to ITU-R Working Party 7C inputs on the technical and operational 



characteristics of systems listed in Annex 1 of document SF36-45/D as well as information on 
systems that may be missing in this referenced document.  
 
In the framework of ITU-R, in response to Question ITU-R 256/7 regarding RF-based space 
weather sensors, Working Party 7C is working on a Preliminary Draft New Report ITU-R 
RS.[SPACE_WEATHER_SENSORS] aiming at providing information on space weather 
sensors. This Preliminary Draft New Report must be completed at the October 2017 meeting of 
Working Party 7C. For reaching this goal still a significant amount of information is required in 
time for the April 2017 and October 2017 meetings of WP7C in order to reach this goal.  
 
The WMO Steering Group for Radio Frequency Coordination (SG-RFC) also considered the 
issue of space weather at its yearly meeting in January 2017. The meeting reviewed a number of 
documents on space weather. It noted that the timeline to complete work in time for WRC-19 
where a decision on the retention of WRC-23 Preliminary Agenda Item 2.3 is taken, is reaching 
a critical stage. WMO SG-RFC therefore agreed a number of actions (in particular issuing a 
survey to identified experts/entities) to ensure that the required information is gathered and can 
be made available in form of an input document from WMO to the October 2017 meeting of 
Working Party 7C. 
 
CGMS Working Group I (WGI) discussed the status of preparation for the WP 7C meeting in 
October 2017 by the different CGMS members. WGI agreed to have a WebEx based inter-
sessional meeting (7 September 2017 at 8:00am local time at Montreal = 12:00 UTC (second day 
of the SFCG-37 meeting)) to review the information available regarding the technical and 
operational characteristics of space weather related systems. WGI also considered that the 
outcome of the WMO survey is very relevant and an action was therefore assigned to WMO to 
share with all CGMS members the outcome of the survey prior to the inter-sessional meeting. 
 
 
After CGMS-45 a meeting of WMO IPT SWeISS was held in Geneva, June 21-23.  IPT SWeISS 
is the WMO expert team on space weather.  Dave Franc (NOAA) attended this meeting to 
represent the interests of SG-RFC and to raise awareness on the efforts to obtain better 
regulatory protection for radio spectrum-reliant space weather sensors and the need for relevant 
and sufficient information to complete the Preliminary Draft New Report ITU-R 
RS.[SPACE_WEATHER_SENSORS].  The IPT established a number of Ad Hoc Task Teams, 
and the AH Task Team on Space Weather Basic Systems received an action item to provide the 
SG-RFC the needed system details.  David Jackson (UK Met Office) will continue to lead the 
information collection efforts within WMO expert team on space weather. He already delivered 
to Dave Franc a compilation of material on several systems that should be included in the ITU-R 
Report.  This material will be submitted by the WMO to the October Working Party 7C meeting. 
 
 
  
 
5 WRC-19 agenda items of mutual interest 
 



The CGMS-SFCG Liaison Officer informed CGMS-45 about the preliminary SFCG objectives 
on the relevant WRC-19 agenda items of mutual interest/concern. 
 
CGMS confirmed the following issues on the WRC-19 agenda in its High Level Priority Plan to 
be regularly reviewed:  

• Issues with relation to DCS (1.2, 1.3 and 1.7);  
• Impact of 1.13 on the band 25.5 – 27 GHz;  
• Passive sensor band protection under various agenda items; 
• RLAN under 1.16.  

 
In view of the status of preparation towards WRC-19, CGMS concurred that protection of 
passive sensing bands from adjacent bands under various agenda items is of paramount 
importance to CGMS and confirmed in this context its concerns associated to the WRC-19 
agenda item in relation to spectrum allocations for IMT 2020 (5G). To express this concern 
CGMS developed and sent a letter to ITU Secretary-General (copy to the Secretary-General of 
WMO) emphasizing the need for protecting EESS and passive bands necessary for remote 
sensing (see Attachment 1). A response on this letter has already been received from the Director 
of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (Attachment 2). 
 
WMO also agreed to take similar steps and informing the different members of WMO on the 
need of emphasising the importance of protecting the passive sensing bands. Furthermore, an 
action item (A45.14) was agreed on WMO to send a similar letter to ITU Secretary-General 
(Attachment 3) supporting CGMS in emphasising the need for protecting EESS and passive 
bands necessary for remote sensing. A response on this letter has also already been received 
from the Director of the ITU Radiocommunication Bureau (Attachment 4). 
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