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Data Catalogue Ad hoc Expert Group – Project Plan
Reference: WMO workshop on Information Management,  Geneva from 2 to 4 October 2017.  Report available at:  http://wis.wmo.int/file=3799
Background
A  key objective  of the WMO Workshop referenced above addressed climate data sets and  includes the identification of  key climate-related data sources that should be promoted as WMO trusted sources and to simplify user access to these datasets.   In this regards it was recognized that: 
· Users of climate information needed assistance in identifying the data most relevant to their needs. The Commission for Climatology would investigate an objective approach to recognizing a limited number of climate related datasets as “best trusted” datasets as an interim measure to provide guidance while a maturity-based approach for assessing datasets was being developed and implemented,

· Areas for which guidance on information management were identified and would be used by the Commission for Basic Systems to prioritize development of standards and best practice to be included in the documentation of the WMO Information System.
    The workshop therefore  recommended that the WMO Commission for Climatology  should produce project plans for improving access to climate data sets, including:
(a) Development of a catalogue of trusted data sets based on best practices in  maturity models, to be used  monitoring key climate indicators,
(b) Providing non-technical users with improved access to data. Scope includes finding the trusted datasets, WMO endorsement process, accessibility.

Project description
Based on the workshop outcomes, it is suggested that WMO set up  an  initiative in collaboration  with GCOS and  partnership with relevant international data programs and centers to develop an initial  Data Catalog of key climate indicator datasets for global policy users of climate change  information. In the initial stage the list will be comprised of benchmark global ECV (temperature, precipitation, Sea Level, Sea Ice, Ice Sheet and Glaciers), climate indices, crowdsourced and hydrology datasets that have a high maturity rating score. This list will be made accessible in the WIS and promoted in search engines. The group will also evaluate various Maturity Matrix models with the goal of proposing a Convergence Maturity Model that will address in situ as well a remote sensed dataset. The Convergence Maturity Model will be used as a WMO reference for testing maturity of any other datasets that can be proposed for future addition in the catalogue. 


How is the group going to proceed, what are the deliverables  and  timeline?
A diverse group of experts from National Data Centers, International Organization and Academia, is being brought together to propose a data catalog of benchmark datasets and a Convergence Maturity Model as well as a way for these data to be promoted in search engines and the WIS. For practicality purposes we are planning on working in three subgroups to address the Data Catalog, the Maturity Convergence Model and the Search Optimization. Depending on your specialty and interest, some Experts might want to participate in more than one subgroup.
The groups will focus on providing an initial draft data catalogue, a proposed Convergence Maturity Model and Search Engine Optimization by the end of February. Most of the work will be done by correspondence and online basis. To facilitate communications a wiki has been set up for the group at large (https://wis.wmo.int/page=WWIM-Data). Document editing privileges have been set up on the wiki so all participants should be able to add comments in the posted documents. In addition, it is suggested, if funds are made available, to organize a face to face meeting to discuss implementation of the initiative.
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