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Permanent URLs for look-up of WIS metadata records
Background
WIGOS metadata records describe the environment  at the stations at which observations are made. Users of WIGOS metadata records from an observing station need to find the dataset that is recommended by the originator of the observations and that contains the observations being described by the WIGOS metadata record.
Users of WIS metadata records that describe datasets containing observations also wish to find the WIGOS metadata describing the stations that created the observations.
The URLs that refer to WIS and WIGOS identifiers to allow such cross-referencing will be included in documents and metadata records. They must, therefore, be robust to changes in the locations and interfaces of the systems that support the two metadata catalogues – if these URLs were to change it would be impracticable to alter all the references to th
Referencing WIGOS metadata records
WIGOS metadata records are collected in a single system called OSCAR (http://oscar.wmo.int/surface).
A “Universal Record Locator” system has been set up so that a user can access the WIGOS metadata record for the station su(such as Heathrow, that has the with WIGOS identifier 0-20000-0-03772) using a URL of the form http://data.wmo.int/wigos/0-20000-0-03772. References to that URL are translated into a call to the OSCAR interface that displays the WIGOS metadata record for the station.
Referencing WIS metadata records
Setting up a similar system for WIS metadata, using the URL http://data.wmo.int/wis/fileIdentifier would allow WIGOS metadata records to refer directly to WIS metadata records describing datasets containing observations from the relevant station.
Each GISC is required to produce an SRU interface that allows remote search of the WIS catalogue. Although there is not a direct SRU link to the fileIdentifier, the structure of the fileIdentifier is such that a full text search will, in the great majority of occasions, return the metadata record corresponding to the fileIdentifier. 
Unlike the WIGOS metadata records, WIS metadata records are held at many locations. The technology used to re-direct requests to http://data.wmo.int works on pattern matching and requires the requests to be directed to a single location. This gives rise to the question: which GISC should the WIS metadata URLs point to?
Recommended Text
Recognizing that permanent URLs are needed so that users can refer to WIS metadata records, for example to allow WIGOS metadata records to refer to datasets containing observations from the station described by the WIGOS metadata record, TT-GISC decided that:

Permanent URLs referring to WIS metadata records will query the WIS metadata catalogue using full-text SRU search for the fileIdentifier;

Permanent URLs referring to WIS metadata records should be passed to GISC xxx for handling;

The response by the responsible GISC to a request for a WIS metadata record made using a permanent URL should (a) contain the links from the metadata record that provide access to the dataset described by the metadata record and (b) be formatted to be human-readable.

--------------------

image1.jpeg
yERN
\0. 577




image2.png
Ref. 307877201710 0BS WIS DRMM




