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REQUIREMENTS OF THE JOINT COMMISSION FOR OCEANOGRAPHY AND MARINE METEOROLOGY 
MARINE METEOROLOGY AS A WMO SERVICE AREA 
1. Introduction

1.1. WMO is mandated under the International Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) to provide relevant marine meteorological services to help Members make the best decisions with respect to marine safety hazards. Beyond the regulatory framework, WMO marine meteorological services also support Members with information to reduce the vulnerability of people at risk in coastal areas, for example with early warning information on hazardous storm surge. WMO works in close collaboration with the UNESCO-Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) through the Joint UNESCO-IOC and WMO Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) to ensure the relevant observations and up to date data are available for use in the marine service products. As well, WMO also works closely with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to advance the safety of life at sea, through the development of new systems and services for maritime users.

2. JCOMM Observation Coordination Group and CBS

2.1. The JCOMM Observation Coordination Group (OCG) is charged to engage the WMO Commission for Basic Systems in a few areas, through:

· Examining trade-offs and use of new and improved observation techniques/ developments against requirements from the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) and CBS; 

· Liaising with, and providing input to, the CBS requirements database and regarding the consolidated requirements database and operational satellites.

2.2. The JCOMM OCG is actively engaged in these areas, for example, through the coordination of input to the 2016 GCOS Implementation Plan, observing in support of the JCOMM Expert Teams for Waves and Coastal Hazards Forecasting Systems (ETWCH) and Operational Ocean Forecasting Systems (ETOOFS). An ongoing review of ocean observing requirements by the GOOS, which involves JCOMM OCG representatives, will provide an updated review of these requirements that should also be considered by WMO requirements databases. Finally, JCOMM OCG is watching very carefully multiple GOOS projects (i.e. the Tropical Pacific Observing System-2020, and Deep Ocean Observing Strategy) that will recommend revised observing strategies that employ new technologies and approaches. These are likely to be of interest to CBS. The JCOMM OCG looks forward to discussing these and other intersecting interests in the future. Forthcoming OCG meeting is planned to held in Qingdao, China on 22-25 May, 2017, hosted by the First Institute of Oceanography.  

3. Integrating Marine Meteorological and Oceanographic Services within WIS

3.1. Responding to the increasing demand for production and delivery of meteo-marine and oceanographic products for multiple uses and users, with real-time availability, the eleventh session of the JCOMM Management Committee (JCOMM MAN-11) in October 2014 established a Task Team (TT) for integrating Marine Meteorological and Oceanographic Services within the WIS: TT-MOWIS. The membership and co-chairpersons of the Task Team were approved by the JCOMM MAN-12 in November 2015. The mandate of the TT expires at the JCOMM-5 session in October 2017. A recommendation to JCOMM-5 will be submitted for formalization of the work of the TT and to evolve to an Expert Team as appropriate. 

3.2. The Terms of Reference for TT-MOWIS, the “Principal Objectives for the JCOMM Strategy on Integrated Marine Meteorological and Oceanographic services within WIS” and the workplan are outlined here. 

3.3. Relevant regional associations and Members have supported this initiative. 

4. Marine Services Assessment 2016

4.1. At Cg-17, the President and Members called for a renewed focus on marine services. This is in acknowledgement of the increasing global population (especially in coastal areas); increasing use of coastal and marine areas through increased transportation; increased risk exposure in the marine environment (for example, melting sea ice is leading to new shipping areas); an emerging blue economy; increased storminess in a changing climate; increased international focus on the sustainably of SIDS and Polar Regions, and other global priorities such as disaster risk reduction. 

4.2. In particular, Members were urged to strengthen their marine meteorological and oceanographic services in support of safety of life and property at sea as required under the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS). 

4.3. In addition, the Congress requested the Marine Meteorology and Oceanography Programme (MMOP), with the technical guidance of JCOMM, to develop a marine services implementation plan that is coherent with the implementation plan for the WMO Strategy for Service Delivery and considers learnings from the Global Data-Processing and Forecasting System (GDPFS.)

4.4. In response, a Marine Services Assessment Team a has been set up in 2016 to review the marine services portfolio at WMO. The final report Preliminary discussions will be submitted to the Executive Management and WMO Council, including the recommendations on how to improve marine services programmes and projects, its relevance and how it benefits WMO Members, with an ultimate view to develop a marine services implementation plan.


To achieve these, WMO needs to strengthen the relationships and interactions within the inter-agency and inter-commission work, including with UNESCO-IOC and IMO, and JCOMM, CBS and other Technical Commissions. The fifth session of JCOMM will be held in Bali (Indonesia from 25-31 October 2017, preceded by a Marine Technical Conference (23-24 October, 2107) and will consider the relevant matters of cooperation. 
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