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CIMO RequirementS with focus on the international conference on automatic weather stations
[bookmark: _Draft_Decision_X.X.X(X)/1][bookmark: _Toc319327009]
SUMMARY
This document provides information on the International Conference on Automatic Weather Stations, scheduled to take place at Offenbach, Germany, from 23 to 26 October 2017.
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED: see part 1
ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED: see part 2
REFERENCES: None.
ANNEXES: None. 
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1. DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED
The meeting is invited to promote the conference, and encourage participation at the conference, among CBS members.
2.	ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED
In recent years, it has become clear that WMO Members still experience difficulties in transitioning to and using of Automatic Weather Stations (AWSs). The Sixteenth Session of the Commission for Instruments and Methods of Observation (CIMO-16) decided to restart the model of International Conferences on Experiences with AWSs. This was also supported by the Inter-Commission Coordination Group on WIGOS (ICG-WIGOS).
CIMO has taken the lead in organizing the International Conference on Automatic Weather Stations and wants to organize it in a close collaboration with the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), in the spirit of WIGOS.
The Conference should, through the exchange of experiences with AWSs: help WMO Members with development of AWS networks and their implementation, support migration from manual to automated observations (including moving away from obsolete and dangerous instruments, such as mercury-containing instruments), improve quality, reliability and sustainability of AWS observations provided by National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) and their partners, facilitate assurance of data series homogeneity, and enable better visibility of existing guidance material and initiate its modernization. 
[bookmark: _Toc453837617][bookmark: _Toc453863626][bookmark: _Toc453837619][bookmark: _Toc453863628][bookmark: _Toc453837073][bookmark: _Toc453837621][bookmark: _Toc453863630]The event is scheduled to take place at Offenbach Germany, from 23 to 26 October 2017. It will last for three days, including oral and posters presentations, and discussion sessions. Considerations are being given to the organization of a one-day workshop for few experts to address specific global needs for guidance (such as possibly guidance on transition from mercury based and obsolete instruments to modern alternatives).
[bookmark: _Toc453837075][bookmark: _Toc453837623][bookmark: _Toc453863632]Envisaged participants are managers and users of observing networks, AWS experts and technicians from NHMSs, and from research institutes and from partners running AWS networks, managers of AWS data, and manufacturers of hydro-meteorological equipment. In addition, members of regional WIS and WIGOS working groups, as well as representatives of other technical commissions (such as CCl, JCOMM, CHy, CAeM, CAgM) and other programmes (such as GCW, GAW) will be invited to participate in the Conference.
[bookmark: _Toc453837625][bookmark: _Toc453863634]
An international organizing/programme committee (IPC) is being established and will be approved by the President of CIMO, soon. Following consultation with the OPAG IOS Co-chair, and the ET-SBO chair, it is proposed that the Ms Pei Chong be the CBS representative.
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