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Documents and Standards
Decision oR Action required

This document is for information
Documentation to support WIS
WIS Discovery Metadata has to be documented within the structure of the WMO regulatory system. The Annex (prepared by the WIGOS project office) summarises the structure and intent of the system.

The top level document for WIS is the Manual on WIS (WMO No 1060). This defines what WMO Members must do. It contains the definition of the WMO Core Profile of the ISO 19115 metadata standard, including the code tables specific to WIS Discovery Metadata. 

Manuals, and the Manual on WIS is no exception, have to remain unchanged for long periods. They are supplemented by Guides, such as the Guide to the WIS, that are advisory and have a less stringent procedure for making updates.
Most of the output of the TT-ApMD is likely to be incorporated in the Guide to the WIS, but some aspects (such as defining metadata elements that are needed to enable Volume C1 to be replaced by the metadata catalogue) will need to be added to the Manual on WIS.

The outputs of TT-ApMD must be created bearing these regulatory structures in mind. Clear text is needed, and it must be prepared for inclusion in:

a) the Manual on WIS (as a formal requirement)

b) the Guide to the WIS (as formal guidance), or

c) on a web site (the WIS wiki) (as informal guidance).

Annex: Excerpts from WMO Technical Regulations

General

1. The WMO Technical Regulations (WMO Publication No. 49) are presented in three volumes:

Volume I - General meteorological standards and recommended practices

Volume II - Meteorological service for international air navigation

Volume III - Hydrology

Volume IV - Quality Management System (in print)

Purpose of the Technical Regulations

2. The Technical Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization are determined by Congress in accordance with Article 8(d) of the Convention.

3. These Regulations are designed:

(a) To facilitate co-operation in meteorology and hydrology between Members;

(b) To meet, in the most effective manner, specific needs in the various fields of application of meteorology and operational hydrology in the international sphere; and

(c) To ensure adequate uniformity and standardization in the practices and procedures employed in achieving (a) and (b) above. 

Types of Regulations and notes

4. The Technical Regulations comprise standard practices and procedures and recommended practices and procedures.

5. The definitions of these two types of Regulations are as follows:

The standard practices and procedures:

(a) Shall be the practices and procedures which it is necessary that Members follow or implement; and therefore

(b) Shall have the status of requirements in a technical resolution in respect of which Article 9(b) of the Convention is applicable; and

(c) Shall invariably be distinguished by the use of the term shall in the English text, and by suitable equivalent terms in the French, Spanish and Russian texts.

The recommended practices and procedures:

(a) Shall be the practices and procedures which it is desirable that Members follow or implement; and therefore

(b) Shall have the status of recommendations to Members, to which Article 9(b) of the Convention shall not be applied;

(c) Shall be distinguished by the use of the term should in the English text (except where otherwise provided by decision of Congress) and by suitable equivalent terms in the French, Russian and Spanish texts.

6. In accordance with the above definitions, Members shall do their utmost to implement the standard practices and procedures. In accordance with Article 9(b) of the Convention and in conformity with the provisions of Regulation 125 of the General Regulations, Members shall formally notify the Secretary-General, in writing, of their intention to apply the standard practices and procedures of the Technical Regulations, except those for which they have lodged a specific deviation.  Members shall also inform the Secretary-General, at least three months in advance, of any change in the degree of their implementation of a standard practice or procedure as previously notified and the effective date of the change.

7. Members are urged to comply with recommended practices and procedures, but it is not necessary to notify the Secretary-General of non-observance except with regard to those contained in sub-section C.3.1.  In order to clarify the status of the various Regulations, the standard practices and procedures are distinguished from the recommended practices and procedures by a difference in typographical practice, as indicated in the editorial note.

9. Certain notes (preceded by the indication NOTE) are included in the Technical Regulations for explanatory purposes; they may, for instance, refer to relevant WMO guides and WMO publications of factual information. These notes do not have the status of Technical Regulations. (The WMO guides describe practices, procedures and specifications which Members are invited to follow or implement in establishing and conducting their arrangements in compliance with the Technical Regulations and in developing meteorological and hydrological services in their respective countries).

Status of annexes and appendices

10. WMO publications (other than the Technical Regulations (Volumes I to III)) which contain regulatory material having the status of the Technical Regulations are annexes to the Technical Regulations. These annexes, normally also called manuals, are established by decision of Congress and are intended to facilitate the application of Technical Regulations to specific fields. In principle, annexes may contain both standard and recommended practices and procedures.

11. Texts called appendices appearing in the Technical Regulations or in an annex to the Technical Regulations have the same status as the Regulations to which they refer.

Updating of the Technical Regulations and their annexes

12. The Technical Regulations are updated, as necessary, in the light of developments in meteorology and hydrology and meteorological and hydrological techniques and in the applications of meteorology. Certain principles previously agreed upon by Congress and applied in the selection of material for inclusion in the Technical Regulations are reproduced below. These principles provide guidance for constituent bodies, in particular technical commissions, when dealing with matters pertaining to the Technical Regulations:

(a) Technical commissions should not recommend that a Regulation be a standard practice unless it is supported by a strong majority;

(b) Technical Regulations should contain appropriate instructions to Members regarding implementation of the provision in question;

(c) No major changes should be made in the Technical Regulations without consulting the appropriate technical commissions;

(d) Any amendments proposed to these Technical Regulations submitted by Members or by constituent bodies should be communicated to all Members at least three months before they are submitted to Congress.

13. Amendments to the Technical Regulations - as a rule - are approved by Congress.

14. If a recommendation for an amendment is made by a session of the appropriate technical commission and if the new regulation needs to be implemented before the time of next Congress, the Executive Council may, on behalf of the Organization, approve the amendment in accordance with Article 14(c) of the Convention. Amendments to annexes to the Technical Regulations proposed by the appropriate technical commissions are normally approved by the Executive Council.  

15. If a recommendation for an amendment is made by the appropriate technical commission and the implementation of the new regulation is urgent, the President of the Organization may, on behalf of the Executive Council, take action as provided by Regulation 9(5) of the General Regulations.

16. As far as the publication of updated material in WMO-No. 49 is concerned, new editions of Volumes I and III are normally issued after each session of Congress (i.e. four-yearly). The material in Volume II is prepared by the World Meteorological Organization and the International Civil Aviation Organization working in close co-operation, in accordance with the Working Arrangements agreed by these Organizations; this also applies to the issuing of new editions of Volume II. In the period between the publications of two subsequent editions, the Technical Regulations are kept up to date by means of supplements, as necessary.
� The following text presents excerpts from the standing Technical Regulations (WMO-No. 49); Volume IV – Quality Management is in the final draft status;  





