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Operational Status GISC Offenbach
GISC Offenbach covers an Area of Responsibility (AoR) of 27 countries. All NCs send the data for global exchange as given by Volume C1, List of Additional Products and DAR Metadata in parallel to their DCPC and to GISC Offenbach. The DCPC send their data to GISC Offenbach and to both Backup GISC Moscow and Tokyo. All members of the GISC Offenbach AoR are invited to perform the quarterly Backup-Test where the completeness of the backup is checked. 
GISC Offenbach has launched its new GISC Portal on 12 January 2016. It offers many options for the users. Apart from standard applications such as Search and Retrieval also defining subscriptions by own selection of data or by using pre-defined carts for special applications, e.g. backup-case. Furthermore the new portal offers a facet-search to drill-down the result-sets, an online BUFR viewer for the quick look into a BUFR, automatic metadata generation based on VolC1 or advanced notification files and self-monitoring capabilities.  
Capacity Building
GISC Offenbach co-operates with the countries of their AoR in the field of operational procedures for data collection and dissemination and in the field of capacity building leveraging the WIS Competencies. The latter mostly results in workshops with the goal to discuss and optimize the required procedures of their terms of reference with WIS. Just recently such a workshop was organized in Offenbach for RTH/DCPC Norrköping and in Vienna for the AoR of RTH/DCPC Vienna. These workshops offer a good basis for the future operations and effective ways to correct minor problems before becoming major problems.
TDCF Migration
Germany has stopped the routine dissemination of SYNOP TAC reports (FM12/FM13) with effect of 13 January 2016 and provides BUFR reports instead. Most BUFR reports are generated in BUFR, only FM13 SHIP and few special stations (Marine, DCP-transmitted) are converted from TAC to BUFR.
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