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Proposal for an update of Attachment II-15 for general file naming conventions
Introduction
1. Document 06 from ET-CTS 2104 (http://wis.wmo.int/doc=3043) was considered by ET-CTS at that time. ET-CTS report (http://wis.wmo.int/file=1053) made the following conclusions. 
Proposal for update to filenaming conventions
Mr Erwan FAVENNEC introduced a proposal submitted by Mr Benjamin SACLIER of Meteo-France (Doc06). The meeting agreed in principle with the inclusion of file extensions  “.7z” and “.xz” which are popular compressed archive formats, but not presently available in the GTS Manual (Attachment II-15 for general file naming conventions). The meeting also agreed with the proposal to include an extension indicating files that contain several files where each has a valid GTS filename. The proposed extension is “xmwo” that will precede the file type (e.g. .xwmo.bin).  Use of such an extension will allow GISCs to easily unpack files for feeding distribution and subscription services.
The meeting also noted the proposal to remove the extension .z which is no longer efficient nor adequate.
ET-CTS, noting that GTS Filenaming and AHLs are now managed by IPET-DRMM, agreed on the following plan:
· each ET-CTS expert will consult internally with their WIS Focal Point and will report back to the Chair 
· the Chair will then prepare a consolidated view and will submit the paper and comments to IPET-DRMM for consideration
















2. ET-CTS is asked to review the final outcome of this decision and if appropriate include the recommended updates in the revision of Manual ON GTS attachment II-15
ET-CTS agreed that the number of compression format should not increase. Thus, it was decided to replace Z format by xz format.
The new type value modification is postponed.
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Recommended Text 
ET-CTS noted that IPET-DRMM had agreed with the proposed changes and agreed to include the following update in the Manual on GTS Attachment II-15 as in the annex to this decision


Annex to Decision
1/ATTACHMENT II-15 should be updated to accepted new compression values in “Table 6. Accepted compression values” of ATTACHMENT II-15 (p. 162), and “Z” compression shall be tagged to ‘deprecated’..
	Compression
	Meaning

	Z
zip
gz
bz2
xz
	DEPRECATED The file has been compressed using the Unix COMPRESS technique
The file has been compressed using the Unix COMPRESS technique
The file has been compressed using the Unix gzip technique
The file has been compressed using the Unix bzip2 technique
The file has been compressed using the xz technique




2/ATTACHMENT II-15 should be updated to include the ability of packing files before transfer (p. 160).
Table 3. Accepted pflag values
	pflag
	Meaning

	T
	The productidentifier field will be decoded as a standard T1T2A1A2ii data designator (The WMO standard data designators are given in Attachment II-5)

	A
	The productidentifier field will be decoded as a standard Abbreviated Heading, including BBB as appropriate, space characters being discarded,e.g. T1T2A1A2iiCCCCYYGGgg[BBB]

	W
	WMO Product Identifier

	Z
	Originating centre’s local product identifier

	X
	Multiple valid GTS files archive, shall be extracted according to the type of the archive.

	TM
	The productidentifier field will be decoded as a standard T1T2A1A2ii data designator (the WMOstandard data designators are given in Attachment II-5). The file will contain the metadatacorresponding to the related “T” file.

	AM
	The productidentifier field will be decoded as a standard Abbreviated Heading, including BBB
as appropriate, space characters being discarded, e.g. T1T2A1A2iiCCCCYYGGgg[BBB]. The filewill contain the metadata corresponding to the related “A” file.

	WM
	WMO Product Identifier. The file will contain the metadata corresponding to the related “W”file.

	ZM
	Originating centre’s local product identifier. The file will contain the metadata corresponding to the related “Z” file.



Example of file:
X_fr-meteofrance-Toulouse_C_LFPW_20060913030000.tar.xz
This could contain after extraction the following files:
· T_PGBE07_C_KWBC_20020610180000_D241_SIG_WEATHER_250-600_VT_06Z.tif
· W_fr-meteofrance-Toulouse,SYNOP,MAIN+HOURS,,RRA_C_LFPW_20060913030000.txt
· LFPW00000123.b
· LFPW00000124.f
· LFPW00000125.b
[bookmark: _GoBack]
And adding notes:
a) Use of files archives for FTP exchange is through bilateral agreement of Centres. Any new GISCs should have this functionality from the start of 2018 and any existing GISC’s before the end of 2020.
b) For pflag X only compressed archive file format extension is allowed (tar, tar.gz, tar.xz and .zip)
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