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Agenda Item 6.3: joint working arrangements with other organisations
 geo/geoss ACTIVITY 
SUMMARY
The document reports on the current status of GEO/GEOSS activity related to CBS 
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
(a)	Take note of the current status of GEO/GEOSS activity related to CBS.
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I.GEOSS Description
GEOSS is a set of coordinated, independent Earth observation, information and processing systems that interact and provide access to diverse information for a broad range of users in both public and private sectors. GEOSS links these systems to strengthen the monitoring of the state of the Earth. It facilitates the sharing of environmental data and information collected from the large array of observing systems contributed by countries and organizations within GEO. Further, GEOSS ensures that these data are accessible, of identified quality and provenance, and interoperable to support the development of tools and the delivery of information services. Thus, GEOSS increases our understanding of Earth processes and enhances predictive capabilities that underpin sound decision- making.
II. CBS MG-12 Report

5.1	The CBS Rapporteur for the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) reported on the revised GEO Work Plan for the period 2012-2015. WMO involvement in the weather Societal Benefit Area (SBA) is still strong. The Rapporteur commented on differences of opinion regarding involvement in GEO, and raised a few issues for which there may still be remaining concerns such as branding of efforts and the potential loss of visibility for those conducting the work and moving downstream by providing operational services as compared to the original plans of observation-related work.  Linkages between WIS and the GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI) were also discussed, and it was proposed that ISS may want to look at interoperability arrangements for the future.  WIGOS and the space-based architecture for climate monitoring were cited as two potential areas for further collaboration.

III. The Decisions of the 17th WMO Congress

The WMO publication WMO-No. 1157 – Abridged final report with resolutions of the Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress contains the following:
6.3 WMO and the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (agenda item 6.3) 
6.3.1 Congress noted the actions taken by the Executive Council and WMO Members to reinforce the guidance issued by Cg-XVI regarding participation in the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). Congress was informed of the benefits resulting from WMO’s contribution to the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) including, but not limited to, collaboration on data sharing and data dissemination and on radio-frequency coordination. Congress noted that WMO contributes programmatically to the (GEOSS) 10-year Implementation Plan (2005–2015) through the World Weather Watch (WWW), including the GDPFS, and through WIS and WIGOS, including the WMO Space Programme activities. Examples include the contributions of the WMO Programmes and co-sponsored Programmes under WIGOS, i.e. GOS, GCOS, WWRP, GAW and GCW, to the agriculture, climate, water and weather Societal Benefit Areas (SBAs) of GEO. 
6.3.2 Congress encouraged WMO Members to continue to engage fully with national GEO coordination mechanisms in order to reinforce the central national, regional and global role – and the recognition of this by GEO – of the NMHSs in the specification, acquisition and dissemination of observations to support a broad range of weather, climate and water applications. Recognizing that the number of Members joining GEO continues its increase, Congress called on Members to closely coordinate their national activities related to observations and their contributions to regional global GEOSS activities and encouraged NMHS Directors to work closely with GEO Principals at the national level. 
6.3.3 Congress was informed that in order to ensure interoperability with the GEOSS Common Infrastructure (GCI), the WMO Information System (WIS) had maintained close coordination with the GCI by providing access to observational data and information collected by NMHSs. In this regard, Congress noted with satisfaction that data in WIS could now be discovered in GEOSS, and vice versa, thanks to Germany, Japan and the Republic of Korea providing WMO metadata to the GEOSS Common Infrastructure through the GEOSS Open Modeller. This was seen as an important step toward making both GEOSS and WIGOS observations available through both WIS and GCI, as requested by Cg-XV. 
6.3.4 Congress noted the strengthened relationships between WMO and GEOSS through the implementation of the Global Framework on Climate Services (GFCS), reflecting the alignment with some GEO SBAs of the four GFCS priority areas, in particular agriculture and food security, water, health and disaster risk reduction. 
6.3.5 Congress urged GEO to ensure that the contributions of WMO to GEOSS through its programmes, technical commissions, NMHSs etc. be properly recognized and acknowledged in publications, strategic documents and plans. Congress acknowledged the steps being taken by GEO to address its governance structure to give proper recognition to the role of UN agencies as being distinct from that of their programmes. 
6.3.6 Congress noted the initiation of the AfriGEOSS initiative and encouraged it to build on the complementary efforts by WMO, in particular WIGOS, and to engage with WMO Members in Region I (Africa) especially through their NMHSs in this activity. Congress urged GEO to give proper recognition to WMO’s contribution in Africa, and noted with satisfaction the increased collaboration between WMO, through WIGOS, and AfriGEOSS in Region I, as encouraged in the Praia Ministerial Declaration issued by AMCOMET-3 in Cabo Verde, February 2015. 
6.3.7 Concerning radio-frequency coordination, Congress noted with satisfaction that GEO had contributed to a WMO Position Paper on the importance of protecting the 5350–5470 MHz frequency band, and that it had prepared a GEO Position Paper, both of which had been submitted to the Joint Task Group meeting in preparation for the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference. Congress further expressed its appreciation of the fact that the GEO-X Plenary had highlighted the need to preserve the 5350–5470 MHz frequency range, which is of high importance to the Copernicus Sentinel-series satellites and other Earth Observation (EO) missions providing benefits to WMO Members and Programmes. 
III. The Decisions of the GEO-XII Plenary and Ministerial summit (November, 2015)

a) The GEO 2016-2025 Strategic Plan: implementing GEOSS

The Strategic Plan, approved by the GEO-XII Plenary and endorsed by the GEO Mexico City Ministerial Declaration in November 2015, provides the framework for GEO to operate over the next decade, ensuring it can respond to the needs of society. 

The Plan is structured in two parts. Part A outlines the Strategy, affirming the Vision and Mission of GEO, highlighting the value of GEO’s unique capabilities, and widening the engagement with developing countries. It establishes three Strategic Objectives – Advocate, Engage, Deliver – to guide the work of GEO over the next decade. Part B, the Implementation Plan, outlines how GEO will implement its Vision and Mission over the next decade, including evolving the GEOSS, continuing to promote the GEOSS Data Sharing and Management Principles, and focusing on engagement.


b) GEO Societal Benefit Areas (SBA)
Guided by the Strategic Objectives, the Societal Benefit Areas (SBAs) are the domains in which Earth observations are translated into support for decision-making. GEO will facilitate the development of solutions to societal challenges within these SBAs by mobilizing resources including observations, science, modelling and applications, to enable end-to-end systems and deliver services for users. GEO will advocate the value of Earth observations, engage communities and deliver data and information in support of:
· Biodiversity and Ecosystem Sustainability
· Disaster Resilience
· Energy and Mineral Resources Management
· Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture
· Infrastructure and Transportation Management
· Public Health Surveillance
· Sustainable Urban Development
· Water Resources Management:
Monitoring climate change and its impacts will be critical in addressing challenges in the SBAs. Supporting sustainable development agendas while tackling the effects of climate change is an example illustrating this inter- linkage. Hence, GEO will supply the requisite Earth observations in support of effective policy responses for climate change adaptation, mitigation and other impacts across the SBAs. 

GEO will work with its partners, such as the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), to lead national, regional and global efforts to enhance global observation systems, including for weather and climate, thereby strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all countries. 

c) The 2016 Work Programme

As explicitly indicated in the GEO 2016-2025 Strategic Plan: implementing GEOSS, the GEO Work Programme for 2016 is of a transitional nature; it bridges the first and the second GEO decades and it covers a year in which GEO will have to ensure continuation of current activities, while defining new priority actions and transitioning to the new implementation mechanisms proposed identified in the Strategic Plan.
http://earthobservations.org/geoss_wp.php 



