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Agenda Item 4.2.X: climate data management specifications
climate data management specifications 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SUMMARY
It is expected that CCl Expert Team on CDMS (ET-CDMS) will propose text input for referencing WMO CDMS specifications in the WIS Technical Regulations as decided by Congress-17. CBS MG is requested to guide on the most appropriate mechanism to provide ET-CDMS input, in view of updating the WIS Technical Regulations by Congress 18 and considering the potential for endorsement of CCl proposal in the coming Sessions of CBS, November 2016 and CCl in 2018.  CBS- MG is also requested to recommend that the CDMS specifications to be considered in the process of developing Part C of the WIS.
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
(a)	To Guide on most appropriate  mechanism for CCl input on CDMS specifications to be reflected in WIS Technical Regulations;
(c)	Recommends the CDMS specifications to be considered in the process of developing Part C of the WIS and bring this matter at CBS session.
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DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY
[bookmark: _Toc319327007]4.	content and responsibility for preparing documents for CBS-16 on priority topics (agenda item 4)
4.2.X	Climate Data Management Specifications (agenda item 4.2.x)

4.2.X.1  While many systems are claimed to be a Climate Data Management System (CDMS) the functionality expected within such CDMSs has yet to be clearly defined. Traditionally, CDMSs have been regarded as a black box, with the internal workings and components hidden from view. The WMO Specifications publication, which was produced under the leadership of the Commission for Climatology Expert Team on Climate Data Management Systems (ET-CDMS) provide the first formal definition of the functionality expected within a CDMS (WMO-No 1131, https://googledrive.com/host/0BwdvoC9AeWjUazhkNTdXRXUzOEU/wmo_1131_en.pdf)
4.2.X.2 Following results from a survey by the Commission for Climatology (CCI) on the status
of Climate Data Management Systems (CDMSs), almost half of WMO’s Members do not have a proper CDMS in full operation. On the other hand there is an increasing variety of CDMS solutions   developed around the world. While it is  very important that Members and the Secretariat should continue the support being given to this domain as well to developing and least developed countries in implementing CDMS,  it essential also  that the development of CDMS fulfill WMO requirements and CDMS specifications . 

4.2.X.3 Congress at sixteenth session urged Members and the Secretariat to continue the support being given to developing and least developed countries in implementing CDMSs. In this context, Congress took note of the existence of an increasing variety of CDMS solutions and appreciated the collaboration of CDMS developers with WMO and its Members. It welcomed the WMO CDMS Specifications publication as a powerful means to support future convergence of Members’ climate data management practices. Congress noted relevant decisions taken during the sixteenth session of the Commission for Climatology (CCl-16) and the extraordinary session of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS-Ext.(2014)) to reflect elements of the CDMS specifications in WMO Technical Regulations and adopted Resolution 34 (Cg-17) –Definition of standards for Climate Data Management Systems and their reference in the WMO Information System

4.2.X.3  It is expected that CCl Expert Team on CDMS will  propose elements of regulations  for  referencing WMO CDMS specifications in the WIS Technical Regulations. CBS MG is requested to guide on the most appropriate mechanism to provide ET-CDMS input, in view of updating the WIS reference by Congress 18 and considering the potential for endorsement   in the coming Sessions of CBS, November 2016 and CCl in 2018.  CBS- MG is also requested to consider the CDMS specifications to be considered in the process of developing Part C of the WIS.

