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Agenda Item 5.3 WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS)
Impacts of big data on work of CBS
SUMMARY
Brief summary of the document
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
Consider impact of “Big Data” on CBS working programme.  
CONTENT OF DOCUMENT: 
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5.3.1	PTC-2016 FOLLOW-UP on BIG DATA
5.3.1.1		D. Grimes, President of WMO, presented the subject at ICG-WIGOS-5. He recalled the decision by Cg-17 (Resolution 65 (Cg-17))[footnoteRef:2] to undertake a review of the challenges and risks, opportunities and benefits related to big data, crowd-sourced data, social media as well as emerging and future data sources, and their potential impact on Members, as the basis for production of a guidance material for Members. Cg-17 requested the Commission for Basic Systems, in coordination with other technical commissions, in particular the Commission for Hydrology, to undertake such a review. Mr. Grimes also recalled the decision by EC-67 to establish an Executive Council Task Team on Data Policy and Emerging Issues. [2:  Reference is made to Emerging data challenges for WMO stakeholders (agenda item 9.1 of Cg-17); WMO-No. 1157) and PTC-16 that considered this subject (the document with summary of the discussion were submitted to ICG-WIGOS-5; Item 8) ] 

5.3.1.2		It was noted that Members must be encouraged to think about related challenges (such as data storing and archiving, processing in a short time, exchanging the information, extracting relevant and useful information from the data, and in delivering to users only those components that are relevant to them) as well as about opportunities to access and utilize these data, and to manage the complexity of processing, use, distribution and security as well as laws concerning privacy and propriety.
5.3.1.3		The Secretariat has been requested to initiate a Survey with several key questions on this issue, e.g. quality, distribution and other aspects of “big data” (challenges and opportunities); how it will change their working practices and every-day operation; how they see benefits of “big data”. 
5.3.1.4	ICG-WIGOS was requested to consider the role to be played by WIGOS. Challenges and opportunities in dealing with “big data” players such as Google, IBM, Amazon, Apple were stressed; there is the need to think about a new concept of non-traditional “participants” in partnerships. PM/WIGOS was requested to contribute to the EC-68 document on this issue.
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