	WORLD WEATHER WATCH
COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS
	


	
	

	Expert Team on WIS Centres Task Team on GISCs (ET-WISC/TT-GISC)
Brasilia, Brazil 13-16 October 2015
Submitted by: TOYODA Eizi (Japan)
	TT-GISC/2015-Doc[24]
Agenda Item [5.3.1]

	
	09/10/ 2015



Document No. [24] (Page 2)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Discontinuing Vol C1 and METNO C
This is a view of an expert, to be discussed at IPET-MDRD-3 scheduled 10 to 12 November 2015.  The participants of TT-GISC/2015 are invited to consider it and comment from the viewpoint of GISC implementation community.
Functional Requirements (what we need to continue)

1. Every Thursday, the WMO secretariat updates Volume C1 (VolC1, comprehensive catalogue for a given point of time) and issues the METNO C bulletin (changes of VolC1 from previous week) to GTS with the heading NOXX02 LSSW. The formats of VolC1 and METNO C are documented online[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  <http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ois/Operational_Information/VolC1_en.html>.] 


2. Data managers (those who take care of message switching system, forecast workstation, or NWP systems) do not usually read entire VolC1 every week.  But they check entire METNO C every week to identify (find out the nature of) data that appears or disappears on GTS to modify their systems.  In short, the METNO C is crucially important for operational meteorology, while VolC1 is just useful.

3. It is very important to issue METNO C (notification of changes) in advance for data managers to prepare for changes without causing interruption of the operation.  Manual on GTS requests notification by two months before the actual changes of data dissemination.

Suggested Implementation using WIS Metadata

4. Current state of WIS metadata still needs standard guidelines to encode information, but is already useful in data identification.  Following mapping (perhaps with a little improvement) does not reproduce VolC1 flatfiles exactly, but gives practically enough substitutes.

4.1. Country and Centre: //identificationInfo/*/pointOfContact
4.2. Category: //identificationInfo/*/resourceConstraints
4.3. CodeForm: //MD_Format/name
4.4. TimeGroup: temporal keywords or user-defined maintenance frequency
4.5. Contet: place keywords
4.6. Remarks: //identificationInfo/*/citation/*/title

5. Weekly METNO C could be substituted by taking differences of VolC1 substitutes from one week ago.

6. It is very important to have METNO C substitutes in advance.  For that the WIS Metadata should describe the creation/modification/disappearance in near future.  Discussions has been inactive about how we standardize this --- following is just an idea:

6.1. modificationDate (citation/*/date[dateType=’revision’]) represents the date of implementation, which can be in the future when the metadata record is inserted into the WIS catalogue,
6.2. identificationInfo/*/status=“obsolete” indicates the bulletin is scheduled to cease distributed on the date of modificationDate, and
6.3. otherwise the bulletin is newly created if there is no metadata record with the same identifier one week ago, or simply modified if there is.

7. It is technically easy to extract keywords for data policy from metadata records.  The question is how we can consider the information as the authentic submission by PR with regard to Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) or Resolution 25 (Cg-XIII).  There should be some regulatory framework to ensure that interpretation.

Concept-proof Implementation (under development)
An experimental implementations is available at http://toyoda-eizi.net/2015/0811volclike/ including VolC1 and METNO C substitutes made from WIS metadata.
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