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REPORT ON TELECONFERENCE 30 SEPTEMBER 2015 – REPRESENTING WIGOS AND STATION METADATA
Participants
Chair: Mr Bannerman
Secretary: Mr Foreman
Mr Stuber
Mr Monik
Mr Lowe
Mr Pecora
Mr Choy (final section)

1. 	Progress with work plan
Mr Tandy had proposed some changes to METCE to meet the needs of WIGOS metadata. TT‑AvXML were proceeding to implement these changes.
[bookmark: _Toc431371945]Most of the team only has access to EA 11. Work will be done using that version unless it proves essential to move to EA 12.
2.	Decisions on data model
Mr Lowe presented the mapping from the WIGOS metadata elements to the model that have been developed at the June meeting. Items had been classified as “clear mapping”, “probable mapping” and “not mapped”.
[bookmark: _Toc431371942]Clarification was needed as to what was to be captured in the collection, and what at the observation.
[bookmark: _Toc431371943]Definitions and relationships between “instruments” and “sensors” needed to be clarified in order to make progress.
Surface cover, etc, only applies to stations for which it is meaningful (for example, do not apply to satellites). WaterML2 structures might help with the design of this section (such as handling groundwater descriptions).
In order to limit the size of the WIGOS metadata standard, several fields were made “descriptive” to allow text, documents etc. These were prime candidates for allowing domain specific extensions to the model.
[bookmark: _Toc431371946]Mr Lowe needed more assistance with the meaning of items 7-03, 7-04 and 7-07. More frequent teleconferences between subject experts should be used to resolve issues like this.
[bookmark: _Toc431371947]Data format (7-07) would be represented by a code list. The team noted that a responsive mechanism for amending code lists would be need to accommodate the addition of new communities.
7-11 (Reference datum) was intended to be used to record the parameters used in the transformations from which the derived quantities were generated. This would need to consist of several components.
8-01 – uncertainty – would be needed for Phase 2, but was acknowledged to need more work on its definition by TT-WMD.
Describing quality was in the terms of reference of the climate data management expert team.
Mr Bannerman suggested weekly technical conferences, each with specific topics, to resolve these questions.
3. 	OSCAR machine to machine test
There was a deadline to transfer information from Members’ computer systems to OSCAR, initially to support the replacement of “Volume A,” but in the longer term to allow updating of all the contents of OSCAR. Initially DWD would trial this, aiming to start the trial in December 2015. The OSCAR team hoped to use the formal WIGOS metadata data representation to achieve this.
Mr Lowe had been sent a proposal by the developers of OSCAR for encoding data in OSCAR in O&M compatible XML. The major difference between the conceptual design of that schema and the one being developed by the team was the relationship between slowly varying data and those that vary more rapidly.
The OSAR team had organized a WebEx for 15 October to review the proposal, but Mr Bannerman was doubtful whether the full data model could be ready in time for the pilot.
4. 	Any Other Business
There was no other business.
Future sessions should be aimed for Wednesdays.
The meeting closed at 10:10 (Geneva time).
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Action and Decision Summary

Actions
A1	Clarification was needed as to what was to be captured in the collection, and what at the observation.
A2	Definitions and relationships between “instruments” and “sensors” needed to be clarified in order to make progress.


Decisions

D1	Most of the team only has access to EA 11. Work will be done using that version unless it proves essential to move to EA 12.
D2	Mr Lowe needed more assistance with the meaning of items 7-03, 7-04 and 7-07. More frequent teleconferences between subject experts should be used to resolve issues like this.
D3	Data format (7-07) would be represented by a code list. The team noted that a responsive mechanism for amending code lists would be need to accommodate the addition of new communities.
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