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Final Report of the First Teleconferece in preparation for the Fourth meeting of TT-AvXML
1	Opening of the meeting
The meeting was held by WebEx on 4 March 2015 at 1400. It was chaired by Enrico Fucile. The list of participants in the meeting is in Appendix 1.
2	SUmmary of CBS Ext.(2014) relevant to TT-AvXML
The Secretariat outlined the decisions and recommendations of CBS Ext.(2014) that were relevant to TT-AvXML.
CBS recommended IWXXM to Congress. The version agreed contained minor changes proposed by members of TT-AvXML, and carried the version number 1.1. Any further changes introduced by Congress would be included in 1.1 before it was formally released.
At the conjoiont meeting of CAeM and ICAO in July, it was decided that the XML representations of METAR, SIGMET and TAF should become recommended practice in 2016, and standard practice from 2019. Further, the remaining product types (including volcanic ash and tropical cyclone advisories and AIRMET) would be represented in XML and also become a recommended practice  in 2019.
CBS updated the Terms of Reference of TT-AvXML to extend its life to cover the additional developments, to include development of training and capability development , and to liaise with the CAeM information and services expert team.
CBS recommended to Congress that changes to the Manual on Codes that resulted from decisions of ICAO should be permitted to use the “between sessions” change procedures, even though there may be significant operational or financial implications for Members. CBS judged that the risk of doing this was acceptable, because Members that were impacted would have been involved in the ICAO decision making process.
Mr Albersheim commented that ICAO still has to identify to what extent information will be exchanged in XML. Historically, ICAO and WMO have run joint seminars to raise awareness, but many countries would need financial assistance to attend these. NEXGEN and SESAR both need to be combined into SWIM. “Mini-global” is a forum for testing bilateral exchange of information in XML; this is the first real attempt to use XML operational. The ICAO met. panel will meet in April and identify the issues that will need to be resolved.
Dr Fucile commented that training in the use of XML should be focussed on systems developers rather than end users, who should be shielded from the XML by their application systems. Mr Hart stressed that the split of responsibilities between ICAO and WMO needs to be determined. Dr Fucile reminded the team that TT-AvXML would not be defining the presentation layer.
The Secretariat reminded the team that managers will need to be trained in the changes they will need to make to be abe to work with XML but not necessarily trained in the technical contents of XML. Dr Fucile supported this, and added that teams would be needed to assess the quality of the messages.
3	Meeting of CAeM team on 30/31 March about ICAO requirements on WMO
TT-AvXML agreed that it needs to prepare a list of those issues that need to be resolved before the use of XML becomes standard to use as input for the meeting in Toulouse 30/31 March.
Members to send suggestions for the list of issues (and tasks for TT-AvXML) to Steve Foreman (sforeman@wmo.int) by 6 March. Steve will collate these and distribute to Members for refinement. These should also include those areas where WMO would expet ICAO to take the lead.
TT-AvXML would like the issue of compression to be addressed across the whole of the ICAO standards.
A flexible working method is needed that short-circuits having to wait for formal meetings in order to meet ICAO expected time scales, especially where issues cross the boundaries between CAeM, TT-AvXML and ICAO groups.
4	Outstanding issues with version 1.1
Issues that need to be addressed with version 1.1 include:
What does “missing data” mean?
How should schema validation be applied for real time exchange?
What compression should be used?
File naming conventions need to be agreed to ensure consistency between the WMO file name and the AMHS File Transfer Body Part.
5	Outline work plan for TT-AvXML
More work is required to identify the scope of future work of TT-AvXML. The following points were raised during the meeting:
Resolve the outstanding issues with Version 1.1 (for resolution in 1.2).
Identify the additional products that will need to be prepared, and included in the next major release (2.0).
Design and implement the additional products.
Prepare required training materials and approach to training.
Confirm the version of xsd to be used in future releases.
By 6 March, Members to send suggestions for products to be included in version 2.0 to Aaron (braeckel@ucar.edu) will collate these into a single document.
Another meeting will be needed in about a month to agree the work plan.

6	Any other business
The meeting closed at 1519.
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