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Summary of Actions on OPAG-ISS arising from CBS Ext.(2014)
DISCLAIMER
Regulation 43
Recommendations of working groups shall have no status within the Organization until they have been approved by the responsible constituent body. In the case of joint working groups the recommendations must be concurred with by the presidents of the constituent bodies concerned before being submitted to the designated constituent body.
Regulation 44
In the case of a recommendation made by a working group between sessions of the responsible constituent body, either in a session of a working group or by correspondence, the president of the body may, as an exceptional measure, approve the recommendation on behalf of the constituent body when the matter is, in his opinion, urgent, and does not appear to imply new obligations for Members. He may then submit this recommendation for adoption by the Executive Council or to the President of the Organization for action in accordance with Regulation 9(5).
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The right of publication in print, electronic and any other form and in any language is reserved by WMO. Short extracts from WMO publications may be reproduced without authorization provided that the complete source is clearly indicated. Editorial correspondence and requests to publish, reproduce or translate this publication (articles) in part or in whole should be addressed to:
Chairperson, Publications Board
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
7 bis, avenue de la Paix				Tel.: +41 (0)22 730 84 03
P.O. Box No. 2300				Fax: +41 (0)22 730 80 40
CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland				E-mail: Publications@wmo.int 

NOTE:
The designations employed in WMO publications and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of WMO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
Opinions expressed in WMO publications are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of WMO. The mention of specific companies or products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by WMO in preference to others of a similar nature which are not mentioned or advertised.
This document (or report) is not an official publication of WMO and has not been subjected to its standard editorial procedures. The views expressed herein do not necessarily have the endorsement of the Organization
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS ON OPAG-ISS ARISING FROM CBS EXT.(2014)
Doc 2.3(1) – TECHNICAL REGULATIONS MANAGED BY THE OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUP ON INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND SERVICES
(2.3(1).1) The Commission noted that the Global Telecommunications System (GTS) remains a key component of the WMO Information System (WIS), that an up to date description of the connectivity between centres is important for efficient and effective operation of the GTS, that with changes in technology are reducing the need for regional practices, and that Volume II of WMO-No. 386 The Manual on the Global Telecommunications System is not regulatory. The Commission therefore recommended that information should either be published in WMO-No. 386 Volume I if it is regulatory, or on the WMO website if it is not… (see draft Recommendation 2.3(1)/1 (CBS-Ext.(2014)).
(2.3(1).1) The Commission noted that the Global Telecommunications System (GTS) remains a key component of the WMO Information System (WIS), that an up to date description of the connectivity between centres is important for efficient and effective operation of the GTS, that with changes in technology are reducing the need for regional practices, and that Volume II of WMO-No. 386 The Manual on the Global Telecommunications System is not regulatory. The Commission therefore recommended that … that Volume II should be discontinued (see draft Recommendation 2.3(1)/1 (CBS-Ext.(2014)).
 (2.3(1).1) The Commission …requested Members, in particular RTHs, not to remove regional or national information from messages forwarded for global distribution.
(2.3(1).9) The Commission added capacity development and the additional requirements expected to be included in Amendment 77 to the tasks of TT-AvXML, noting that it would require additional team members with skill in capacity development issues.
(2.3(1).9) The Commission added capacity development and the additional requirements expected to be included in Amendment 77 to the tasks of TT-AvXML.
(2.3(1).9) The Commission also noted that CAeM had created an Expert Team on Information and Services for Aviation (ET-ISA), and asked that a member of that team should act as coordinator with TT-AvXML.
(2.3(1).14bis) the Commission recommended that data providers produce reports in both TAC and BUFR for an overlap period of two months with the intention of completing migration within six months.
(2.3(1).14bis) The Commission asked OPAG-ISS to review progress with migration every six months and to consider whether a further of extension of six months was required to resolve issues with the consistency and quality of data.
(2.3(1).15(b)) All Members should make available their plans for migration, including key dates.
(2.3(1).15(d)) Quality checking and validation of BUFR bulletins is needed, including comparison of BUFR messages with their TAC equivalent.
(2.3(1).15(e)) A procedure is needed for reporting and addressing issues arising from the migration.
(2.3(1).15(f)) IPET-DRMM should prepare a report to be sent to Permanent Representatives of Members of with WMO to communicate migration successes and remaining issues.
(2.3(1).15(i)) OPAG-ISS to provide further assistance to Members on issues relating to migration.
(2.3(1).23) The Commission adopted Recommendation 2.3(1)/6 – Establishment of a SATCOM Users Forum

Doc 2.6(1) – Managing tech regs
(2.6(1).1) If Congress approves the recommendation to allow the equivalent to the “fast track” and “between sessions” for updating of all CBS manuals, ICT-ISS will need to nominate teams for the maintenance of:
Manual on Codes (Keep with IPET-DRMM – but need to consider XML representations)
Manual and Guide on WIS (propose IPET-MDRD for Metadata, ET-WISC for rest)
Manual on GTS and associated Guides (Propose IPET-DRMM for Att II-5; ET-CTS for rest)
(2.6(1).2) The Commission requested its OPAGs to ensure that focal-points are in place for each Manual and Guide that will be subject to the simple (“fast track”) procedure.
Doc 3.2(1) – WIS
(3.2(1).1bis) The Commission requests ICT-ISS, in collaboration with GISC Tehran, to assist them in the design and implementation of an affordable, interim solution to allow Iran to connect to the WIS Core Network as fully as possible.
(3.2(1).5	) The Commission emphasized the importance of centres maintaining their compliance with the agreed standards and practices for ensuring the ongoing functionality of WIS. It stated that the review should occur at least once every eight years for all centres, with half interval reviews for GISCs.
(3.2.(1).7) It recognized the importance of including capacity development in Regional WIS IPs and of ensuring all NCs have sufficient expertise in WIS through regional monitoring of national progress and in taking targeted actions to assist those NMHSs that are lagging in the required competencies.
(3.2(1).8) It also identified the need to establish WIS specific online training modules that will assist in local training and in maintenance of the required WIS competencies. It invited Regional Training Centres to work with GISCs and HMEI to address this important need.
(3.2(1).9) It (the Commission) noted that some decisions, such as prioritizing of data streams across the WIS Core Network, or making data or product streams available or not in the cache, may extend beyond in the scope of GISCs decision making authority. The Commission adopted Resolution 3.2(1)/1 – Establishment of an Inter commission Task Team to review processes for prioritizing of data streams and cache content.
(3.2(1).11) The Commission .. encouraged expert teams to continue this development making use of the Web for ease of access and maintenance, and to migrate practices that are likely to be long term and stable into numbered WMO publications or the WIS Manual and Guide as appropriate.
(3.2(1).13) The Commission… encouraged the Implementation Coordination Team on Information Systems and Services (ICT-ISS) to proceed with a pilot implementation with volunteer GISCs so that the interim guidance can be tested and updated with the aim of producing a standard practice for inclusion in WMO-No. 1061 - Guide to the WMO Information System at CBS 16.
(3.2(1).15) …. several WMO experts participating in OGC domain working groups that are seeking to provide guidance on best practice.  The Commission asked OPAG-ISS to nominate a rapporteur to report on and coordinate the activities of these experts.
(3.2(1).16) The Commission asked OPAG-ISS to coordinate its work with the CAeM Expert Team on Information and Services for Aviation.
(3.2.(1)17) The Commission agreed that the Inter Programme Expert Team on Metadata and Data Representation Development (IPET-MDRD) should provide an updated specification of the WMO Core Metadata Profile (version 2) that is compliant with both ISO 19115-1 and 19115-2 (extensions for imagery and gridded data) following publication by ISO of the XML representation of ISO 19115-1:2014.
(3.2(1).18) The Commission therefore asked OPAG-ISS to introduce a formal Guide to WIS Discovery Metadata at CBS-16, and to make sure that the definition of WMO Core Metadata Profile version 2 is accompanied by an update to that Guide. It asked OPAG-ISS to maintain web-based guidance in the interim.
(3.2(1).20) It asked OPAG-ISS to use the codes register as an additional method of publishing other approved code tables.
(3.2.(1).24) It tasked ICT-ISS to create and maintain a strategy for the development of the WIS, and added an item to the Terms of Reference of ICT-ISS as in the Annex to this paragraph.
Doc 4.5(1) – Future of WIS
(4.5(1).1) The Commission agreed that WMO CBS should lead in the definition of such vocabularies for the disciplines of weather, water and climate and that CBS should lead on this topic, in conjunction with other technical commissions as required.
(4.5(1).2) The Commission noted that further work was needed to clarify the exact requirements and whether it would be necessary for WMO to manage its own system of identifiers, or whether it would be feasible to use systems operated by other organizations
(4.5(1).3) The Commission decided that the scope of the WIS should be extended to include guidance on the technical framework to support data management throughout the lifecycle of the data. The Commission requested its OPAG-ISS to co-ordinate with CCl and other interested technical commissions in developing the guidance.
(4.5(1).5) The Commission recommended that in order to ensure the integrity, accessibility and availability of information, it would be appropriate for the WIS to develop a “Part C” to set auditable standards for centres providing long term access to data held on behalf of WMO Programmes.
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