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Procedures for changing of principal GISC
Introduction
According to the Manual on the WIS (WMO No 1060), an associated GISC is defined by a bilateral agreement between a centre and a GISC for the purposes of uploading or downloading data. A centre can have multiple associated GISCs but shall identify a principal GISC for uploading and managing metadata.
The current list of NCs and DCPCs and their Principal GISC are included in Annex B Table 3 of the Manual on the WIS.

Background
The fifteenth session of RA II officially agreed upon the area of responsibility of each RA II GISC, and requested the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS)  to develop a management procedure to deal with the future requests for possible changes of the associations between National Centres and their Principal GISCs and Associated GISCs.
ET-WISC noted RA II-15’s requests, and agreed on the sixth meeting of ET-WISC, which was held in Beijing in July 2013, that TT-GISC will take the responsibility of developing a management procedure. 
The first TT-GISC meeting, which was held in Toulouse in February 2014, proposed the procedure for NCs and DCPCs changing their principal GISC for inclusion in the Guide to the WIS (WMO No 1061).

Procedures for changing of principal GISC
The procedure for NCs and DCPCs changing their principal GISC is suggested as follows.
The centre (NC/DCPC) wishing to change its principal GISC should consult with its present and proposed principal GISCs and receive the new principal GISC ‘s approval.
The centre should communicate with the chosen GISC to check the communication network connectivity to the chosen GISC and ensure that the bandwidth is sufficient to send and receive all data without undue delays.
The centre should inform regional association and WMO by letter from the PR about the choice of new principal GISC. This letter through WMO, with a copy to its existing GISC should include endorsement of the new principal GISC.
WMO shall inform CBS, copying the original and new principal GISC  of the change to prepare an update to the Manual on WIS Annex B. 
WMO should update the WIS centres Database (http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/WIS/centres/index_en.php) and the WMO Country Profile Database (http://www.wmo.int/cpdb).
The new principal GISC should coordinate with the associated GISC (s) for the center to arrange and setup the backup service.
 The new Principal GISC should coordinate with the original principal GISC to take over responsibility for the metadata records describing the data and products of the centre, and notify all of the operational GISCs of the change of its responsibility area.
Once notified that the new Principal GISC is ready, the centre shall start using the WIS service of the new principal GISC, in particular the service of uploading and managing the metadata for its data and products.
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