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GTS headers for Reports from DCPs

Recommended Text 
[bookmark: _GoBack]ICT-ISS agreed that a systematic approach is needed for creating GTS headers for reports from data collection platforms. It recommended that Attachment II/5 of WMO-No.386 the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System should be changed to define T2=H in Table B1 for the exchange of DCPs. It further recommended that A1A2 should assigned as per Table C1 part I of Attachment II/5, and ii should be used for disambiguation. Introduction by using the “between sessions” approach would be faster than implementing the change through the CBS meeting, but would require the President of CBS to consult with Members and the President of WMO to approve the change. ICT-ISS recommended that the change should be made using the “between sessions” approach.
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Bulletins from Data Collection Platforms (DCPs) are exchanged operationally on the GTS.  The allocation of abbreviated bulletin headers to these bulletins is subject to the meaning of T1T2A1A2ii as it is defined in Attachment II/5 of Part 1 of WMO-No. 386 the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System.

At present there is no specific assignment of data designers given in the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System for DCPs.  The document proposes such an allocation.
Brief description of proposal.
· Assign Data Designators for DCPs exchanged on the GTS.
Justification for proposal
· Data Designators are used to identify the content, format and priority of messages on the GTS.
· DCPs need data designators to be assigned to facilitate their delivery.
· There are no data designators specifically assigned for the exchange of DCPs.
· Some designators remain unallocated in the Manual on the GTS.
Recommended option
Data designators have the form T1T2A1A2ii CCCC. The meaning of T1T2A1A2ii is defined in Attachment II/5 of Part 1 of WMO-No. 386 the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System.

As DCPs are surface observations, they have T1=S.  According to Table B1, when T1=S, T2 values H, J, K, Q and possibly L remain as yet unassigned.  The status of T2=L is not well defined in Table B1, being assigned a value “-“. It is proposed that T2=H is allocated for DCPs.

It is further proposed that A1A2 is assigned as per Table C1 part I, and ii is used for disambiguation.

Note:
1) T2 = X is assigned the value “miscellaneous” in Table B1.  T1T2 = SX is, however, already being used (in the form SXXX) for tsunami warnings from DCPs.
Impact
As it is only proposed to use a combination of T1 and T2 which has not yet been assigned in the Manual on the GTS there should be no impact on the use of the currently allocated data designators. The data designators assigned to DCPs in the future should follow this allocation. 
Recommendation
An urgent operational entry is made to supplement Attachment II/5 of WMO-No.386 the Manual on the Global Telecommunications System to define T2=H in Table B1 for the exchange of DCPs.

A1A2 is assigned as per Table C1 part I of Attachment II/5, and ii is used for disambiguation.
Action requested
Recommend an approach for defining data designators for approval by ICT-ISS and President CBS by correspondence.
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